[image: image1.jpg]St. Sebasgtian Parish

476 MULL AVENUE = AKRON, OHIO 44320-1299 = 330.836.2233 = www.stsebastian.org





Angelus Letter

18 November 2021

LETTER #146
The Dedication of the Basilicas of Saints Peter & Paul
Dear Parish Family,

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW FOR THIS WEEKEND
 
Friday Mass at 8AM with Fr. Bozek
Friday Confessions at 4PM                         
                       
Saturday Mass at 8AM with Fr. Valencheck
Saturday Confessions at 9:30AM   
Saturday Mass at 4:30PM with Fr. Bozek
Sunday Mass at 9AM with Fr. Bozek
Sunday Mass at 11AM with Fr. Valencheck
Sunday Mass at 1PM with Fr. Paschal OSB
 
WELCOME MR. JOHN JOYCE
 
This weekend at Mass, for those of you who didn’t already meet Fr. Bozek, you will also be introduced to John Joyce who is taking over the role of Coordinator of Youth and Young Adult Programs. Since we slipped into COVID, we never quite got all of our traction back in these areas and it seemed prudent to reassess our programs and rededicate our focus on serving our youth.   I look forward to seeing what great things our younger people and John can do to enliven the faith amongst themselves and in the community. Please keep him and our younger people in your prayers as this new adventure begins!

THANKSGIVING
 
Next Thursday is Thanksgiving Day! Our Thanksgiving Day Mass will be at 9AM. The parish offices will be closed Thursday, Nov. 25 and Friday, Nov. 26.

ROOF LEAK!
 
We have a leak on the lower roof at the church. The roofing company was out on Friday and repaired five areas. The issues are on the northeast corner (by the bell tower) where a previous repair some years ago, was done incorrectly and caused water to collect in that area. The roofing company will make temporary repairs and then come up with a design to correct the issue without replacement of the entire lower roof level.

 

EXTRAORDINARY FORM MASS
 
Between now and Easter, data will be collected in order to help the Bishop determine the best course of action for the continuation of this Mass in the diocese while respecting the Holy Father’s directives in the matter. So, during the month of December, there will be Mass counts performed to determine where there seems to be the greatest need. At some point, perhaps after the first of the year, interested person will be given the chance to give their constructive comments in the matter. The upshot is that there will most likely be three locations, spread out geographically, that will continue the celebration of this Mass, although such a change will not take place until well after Easter assuming nothing changes such as further clarification from Rome.

 

It appears that the Bishop is open to suggestions including the establishment of an oratory, the bringing in of a religious order or continuing in much the same fashion as we currently are. He is also interested in learning more about why so many young people are attracted to this Mass. As more information becomes available, I will share it with you.

 

WE GIVE CATHOLIC
 
As many of you well know, we are in great need of an upgrade in Zwisler Hall of our sound and lighting systems. To work toward that, we are participating in #weGiveCatholic on November 30th. Please consider giving online on this day by visiting https://www.wegivecatholic.org/ and following the prompts to give to St. Sebastian Parish School. For more information, see the bulletin or contact Kathy Holaday at (330) 836-2233 x113.

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS OF WHICH YOU MIGHT WANT TO KEEP IN MIND:
 
19 November - Explorer Day for children preparing to attend kindergarten at St. Sebastian

20 November - Advent Family Night in Z Hall at 7PM (Reservations needed call 330-836-2233)

28 November - FIRST DAY OF ADVENT
30 November - #weGiveCatholic
3 December - St. Sebastian & Holy Trinity Lessons and Carols at Holy Trinity

TUESDAYS IN ADVENT - Adoration and organ recitals at noon

10 December - Baldwin-Wallace Men’s Choir Christmas Concert - 7:30PM

19 December - St. Sebastian Parish Choir Christmas Concert - 7:30PM

FROM THE FORGOTTEN CABINET
 
The file for 1935 is quite thin compared to other years and there is not much in the history of the parish that happened this year either. Perhaps it was a very quiet year all around although tensions were rising in Europe. Most of the letters concerned an innovative Eucharistic Congress taking place in our diocese, one of the more interesting aspects being that every parish in the diocese was expected to have a day of Eucharistic adoration closing with a Holy Hour on June 20th or the following Sunday. This puts me in mind of the “Night of Confession” that we currently have in Lent when every parish is expected to be open and celebrate the sacrament of confession. Wouldn’t it be a great thing in this day and age to do this once more with the Blessed Sacrament?

 

By the way, did you know that every parish is assigned a week in which they are supposed to have Forty Hours of Devotion (Eucharistic Adoration)? The hope is that somewhere, every week of the year, there is a parish in our diocese that would be having parish wide adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. In addition to our assigned Forty Hours of Devotion in September, we also have Adoration every Tuesday from 8:30AM to 8PM in the church.

 

Catholics of the diocese were reminded that we were to be “Eucharistic Minded.” To help celebrate, certain reserved sins were lifted so that any priest could absolve them, priests were encouraged to find ways to help their people bring back to the fold those who had strayed, parish missions were called for, an effort to have marriages that were not recognized by the Church to be sanctified and a Eucharistic Hymnal was created. With our 100th anniversary coming up, some version of doing something similar might be worth looking into! If a call for a committee is put out, please keep it in mind.

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
 
TO GIVE TO THE PARISH: https://www.stsebastian.org/donate
TO GIVE TO THE FOUNDATION: https://www.stsebastian.org/foundation/donate
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep all of our sick and distressed in your prayers:

Annette Bailey, Marilyn Bohling, Jill Buffa, Regina Buhalak, Dan Canale, Christopher Casey, Emilio Cheuy, Rita Cummings, Anthony D’Attoma, Marjorie DeLuca, Melane Francis, Rita Buhalak Gossford, Robert Hickey, Phil Hochstetler, John and Terry Hogan, Rich Huber, Ann Hubiak, Carolyn Jeske, Janet Kendrick, Jean Labate, Myrna Marple, Don Matis, Ken Minrovic, Betty O’Hara, Keith Pecek, Robert Rader, Mary Ricks, Nancy Ropchock, Aaron Salisbury, Ann Sandvick, Michael Schnetzer, John Schultz, Cory Schulz, Tom Smith and Steve Watral.

God bless you,

Fr. Valencheck.

St. Sebastian, pray for us.

St. Mary, pray for us.

