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Angelus Letter

6 May 2021

Thursday of the Fifth Week of Easter

LETTER #118
 
Dear Parish Family,

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW FOR THIS WEEKEND
 
 
Friday Mass at 8AM* with Fr. Simone
Friday Confessions at 4PM*
                       
Saturday Mass at 8AM* with Fr. Valencheck
Saturday Confessions at 9:30AM*
JB First Communion at 11AM*                 
Saturday Mass at 4:30PM* with Fr. Simone
 
Sunday Mass 9AM* with Fr. Valencheck
Sunday Mass at 11AM* with Fr. Simone
Sunday Mass at 1PM* with Fr. Bede OSB
                       
* Masks are required.
STUDENT LOANS
 
I went to college and worked for a short period of time before going into the seminary. After graduation, I really started feeling God pulling me to the priesthood. One day, in prayer, I said, “Okay God, if you really want me to be one of Your priests, here are five things that I want to accomplish first.” These were goals that I thought would take years to fulfill. By the end of the summer they had all been checked off the list except for one: Paying off my student loans. Since four out of the five were met so quickly, I decided I was finished playing around and was willing to let number five go and I entered the seminary.

After ordination, the loans came due and God completed the fifth one for me! I was extremely fortunate in that Fr. Bob Hilkert paid off the loans and allowed me to pay him back interest free as long as my last payment to him coincided with the end of my assignment there. What a blessing it was that the assignment lasted seven years!

My loan was almost trivial compared to what many students are often saddled with today. And if a young person, after completing (or mostly completing) college schooling suddenly realizes or accepts his or her Church vocation, huge debt may prevent them from entering the seminary or it may absorb an unrealistic portion of their paycheck well into their future. 

To counter this, as part of the Heart of a Shepherd (HOS) Diocesan campaign, the Cleveland Diocese is attempting to raise funds to help young men who enter the seminary and are ordained to find debt relief. In the near future, you will learn more about this campaign and will be asked to contribute to the Heart of a Shepherd (HOS) campaign for this and other worthy causes. Thank you for your consideration.

SPECTACULAR NEWS!
 
I’ve been told not to release any specific news until everything has been added and subtracted, but it appears that you came through! You were awesome! Despite all the obstacles that needed to be overcome, this year’s St. Sebastian Spectacular event was a success! Thank you everybody, but especially those who put in time, hard work (and even some tears!) in to the project! What an honor to be a priest at such a spectacular parish.

THANK YOU TEACHERS!
 

This week is teacher appreciation week and do we ever have teachers for whom we should be thankful. During an extremely difficult year, they continually stepped up to the plate and knocked it out of the ballpark. Thanks to them our children had an outstanding year continuing their Catholic formation and a phenomenal year academically. In a non-pandemic year their work would have been remarkable, but this year above all they are to be lauded. 

Thank you, teachers! May God bless you for all of your hard work.

BORROMEO SEMINARY CATALOG
 
There is a new Borromeo Seminary Catalog. This catalog is meant serve as a resource for men in discernment, their parents and other interested persons to provide them with an overview of the four pillars of formation and how they are integrated into seminary living, the practicalities of schedules and activities, as well as insight from those who have been through seminary formation. 

For more information go here :https://3p41yaol0x93s61ya36wo011-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/CDVO-1745-Borromeo-Seminary-Catalog-ƒ-Spreads.pdf
 AIR CONDITIONING
 
Not surprising since everything else seems to be delayed lately, the new chiller and air conditioning system for the church is behind schedule. Hopefully you will see work beginning soon.

 FIRST COMMUNION
 
Students from Julie Billiart Akron will be making their First Communion this Saturday. Please keep them in your prayers.

TO GIVE TO THE PARISH: https://www.stsebastian.org/donate
TO GIVE TO THE FOUNDATION: https://www.stsebastian.org/foundation/donate
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep all of our sick and distressed in your prayers:

Annette Bailey, Brenda Boville, Karen Brugmann, Megan Brugmann, Jill Buffa, Regina Buhalak, Dan Canale, Christopher Casey, Emilio Cheuy, Rita Cummings, Anthony D’Attoma, Vince and Jackie DelMedico, Marjorie DeLuca, James Fanning, Rita Buhalak Gossford, Robert Hickey, Phil Hochstetler, Ann Hubiak, Carolyn Jeske, Kimberly Jesser, Kathy Johnson, Jean Labate, Myrna Marple, Don Matis, Betty O’Hara, Our Lady of the Elms Convent, Keith Pecek, Sue Prexta, Mary Ricks, Nancy Ropchock, Ellie Salisbury, Ann Sandvick, John Schultz, Cory Schulz, Brian Walsh and Steve Watral.

 
God bless you,

Fr. Valencheck.

St. Sebastian, pray for us.

St. Mary, pray for us.

