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Angelus Letter

9 September 2021

LETTER #136
St. Peter Claver
Dear Parish Family,

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW FOR THIS WEEKEND
 
Friday Mass at 8AM with Fr. Valencheck
Friday Confessions at 4PM
                       
Saturday Mass at 8AM with Fr. Valencheck
Saturday Confessions at 9:30AM   
Saturday Mass at 4:30PM with Fr. Morris
Sunday Mass at 9AM with Fr. Valencheck
Sunday Mass at 11AM with Fr. Morris
Sunday Mass at 1PM with Fr. Bede OSB
EUCHARISTIC DEVOTIONS!
 
Eucharistic Devotions will begin this Sunday, September 12th following the 11AM Mass and continue day and night through the closing ceremonies at 7PM on Tuesday, September 14th.  This means we need faithful St. Sebastianites to adopt hours, around the clock those three days! It would be ideal to have a minimum of two people (or more! Many, many more!) per hour to help ensure someone will be there to honor our Lord exposed on our altar and it is always nice to have at least one other person in the church at all times. Sign-up sheets are on the altar rail in front of the Blessed Virgin Mary statue.
 
Fr. Barry Gearing of St. Newman Parish in Strongsville will be speaking at our closing ceremonies at 7PM on Tuesday night.
STATUS ANIMARUM
 
The Status Animarum or “State of the Souls” is a yearly report done by all parishes around the world. A parish sends these reports to the diocese so that it has a better handle on what is going on within its territory and then each diocese sends the information to Rome so that there is a better sense of what is going on in the Catholic world. What follows are a few of the more interesting tidbits for our parish for the reporting year of July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021.

Overall, considering this was a period of the COVID 19 pandemic and the shutting down of churches, social distancing, masking and stay at home orders, the report for St. Sebastian Parish is promising. The number of registered households increased from 1,787 in the last report to 1,793 increasing the number of persons in the parish from 4,952 to 5,008!

The total number of baptisms increased from 49 to 53. In fact, the numbers for all sacraments, from First Communion to Confirmation increased including those coming into the Church. The number of those entering into the church went from 9 to 16. Marriages remained roughly the same going down by only one, from 18 to 17. Similarly, in the previous report we prayed for 41 fellow Sebastianites who passed on from us and in this last year, there were 39 parishioners who passed away.

On the weekend of October 10th, we will report on the financial status of the parish along with our annual State of the Parish Address at all of the Masses.

The final portion of the Status Animarum records “notable events and changes” for the parish. When our history book came out during our 90th anniversary, a lot of the information came from looking though these reports. For this past year, of course, we sent Fr. Anthony Simone off to St. Charles, Parma after faithful ministering here for four years in his first assignment. We also welcomed Fr. Peter Morris in his second assignment, coming to us from St. John Vianney Parish. I too received an extension of six years to serve at St. Sebastian from Bishop Malesic.

The parish successfully completed (and exceeded!) the diocesan Heart of a Shepherd Campaign to benefit seminarians and retired priests. Again, thank you for all of your support and generosity. The monies that will be returned to the parish will go toward new boilers and air conditioning for the church as well as moving the baptismal font (which should happen in the upcoming months.) 

The parish began live-streaming Masses because of the pandemic and the audio/visual equipment was added to the parish school so that teachers could perform distance learning when necessary. The Foundation provided the funding for these items. A more complete accounting of all of the things that happened during this pandemic year will be recorded elsewhere in the parish archives. 

A lot of updating in the parish school took place. Most notably we changed the front entrance of the school and added security provisions for the safety of our students and faculty. And a very generous family donated to The Foundation to have a garden area created next to the rectory.

Considering it was a pandemic year, this was a very good report and I think that you will be pleased also with our upcoming financial report in October. Thank you for all that you do in making St. Sebastian Parish such an important part of your faith life.

VISITING CLERGY
 
We have had a number of visiting clergy here this past week and I thought maybe you would like to know who they were! Two Saturdays ago, we had two transitional deacons at the morning Mass. A traditional deacon is a man who is temporarily serving as a deacon as he prepares to be ordained to the priesthood. Deacon Joseph Menkhaus and Deacon Conner Hetzel served as deacon of the Word and deacon of the Eucharist respectively for the unsuspecting attendees at Mass. This past Saturday, newly ordained Fr. Alex Clark concelebrated the 4:30PM Mass because he was performing a baptism for a relative following the Mass. This morning, a newly ordained priest assigned to St. Hilary Parish, Fr. Cameron Popik, came to the rescue for the 8AM Mass. Fr. Morris is on vacation this week and I had a 7:30AM Foundation Board Meeting, the 9:30AM school Mass and a funeral. Please keep them and all those studying for the priesthood in your prayers especially David Beatty who left us this past weekend to explore his vocation and discern if he is called to the ministry. 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT
 
TO GIVE TO THE PARISH: https://www.stsebastian.org/donate
TO GIVE TO THE FOUNDATION: https://www.stsebastian.org/foundation/donate
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep all of our sick and distressed in your prayers:

Annette Bailey,Karen Brugmann, Megan Brugmann, Jill Buffa, Regina Buhalak, Dan Canale, Christopher Casey, Emilio Cheuy, Rita Cummings, Anthony D’Attoma, Vince DelMedico, Marjorie DeLuca, Rita Buhalak Gossford, Robert Hickey, Phil Hochstetler, John and Terry Hogan, Rich Huber, Ann Hubiak, Carolyn Jeske, Janet Kendrick, Jean Labate, Myrna Marple, Don Matis, Ken Minrovic, Betty O’Hara, Keith Pecek, Robert Rader, Mary Ricks, Nancy Ropchock, Aaron Salisbury, Ann Sandvick, Michael Schnetzer, John Schultz, Cory Schulz, Tom Smith and Steve Watral.

 
God bless you,

Fr. Valencheck.

St. Sebastian, pray for us.

St. Mary, pray for us.

St. Peter Claver, pray for us.

