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Angelus Letter

2 July 2020

Thursday of the Thirteenth Week in Ordinary Time

 
Dear Parish Family,

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW FOR THIS WEEKEND:
 
Corrected Sacramental Schedule:
                       Friday           Mass                           8AM                        Fr. Valencheck
                                             Confessions             4 to 5PM
                       Saturday       Mass                          9AM                         Fr. Simone
                                             Confessions**       9:30 to 10AM
                                             Vigil Mass**                4:30**                   Fr. Valencheck**
                       Sunday         Mass & Procession   9AM                        Fr. Simone
                                             Mass*                         11AM*                    Fr. Valencheck*
                                             Mass                           1PM                         Fr. Justin OSB
 
*Mass is out of doors in the school courtyard weather permitting. Bring a lawn chair.
** Masks are strongly requested at all Masses but at the 4:30 Sat. Vigil Mass they are required.
INDEPENDENCE DAY
 
May your Independence Day be one of many blessings. Here are a few things to keep in mind for the July 4th weekend.

The rectory offices will be closed on Friday, July 3rd through Saturday July 4th.
Morning Mass on Saturday, July 4th will at 9AM.
 
MASKS
 
There are a good number of people in the parish who want to return to Mass but do not want to do so if there are people who are not wearing masks. I called the diocese and asked if it would be permissible for St. Sebastian Parish to designate one weekend Mass at which masks are required. After a discussion on the canonical rights of Catholics and current practices recommended by various authorities, it was determined that it would be acceptable to designate one Sunday Mass as a “Mask Only” Mass.

Parish Pastoral Council was then tasked with the job of polling a select group of parishioners. The finding was that most people would agree, no matter what their personal understanding of the scientific research shows,  it would be a good idea for this parish to add to our list of options a Mass at which masks absolutely must be worn.

There are many difficulties with this however. How and who enforces mask wearing? Do we kick people out who do not want to wear one? There are those who want or do not want, or can’t wear a mask and one way or another the Mass schedule inconveniences them. There is a point at which we have done as much as we can. I extend my sympathy and prayers for loyal Sebastianites who find the schedule and decisions a hardship. I do humbly offer you my prayer and ask you to pray for your parish.

All that being said, it will be the 4:30 Vigil Mass on Saturdays that will be the Mandatory Mask Mass. It will not begin this weekend as I do not have time to make this new mandate known before Mass is celebrated. So, on Saturday, July 11th, the 4:30 Vigil Mass will be the first Mask Only Mass. I ask for your cooperation and understanding concerning the needs of parishioners, particularly those who are more inclined to be vulnerable to the virus. 

Just as a recap: Here are your options at St. Sebastian Parish Church for the weekends beginning on July 11th:

4:30PM Mass - Masks and social distancing.

9:00AM Mass - Social distancing and masks strongly encouraged. Pews in the center are every other and pews on the side aisles are every third.

11:00AM Mass - This is an outdoor Mass. Social Distancing and masks are requested.

1PM Extraordinary Form Mass - Social distancing and masks strongly encouraged.

Online - The parish broadcasts the 9AM Mass. 

Reminder: The bishops of the state of Ohio have not yet reinstated the obligation to attend Mass.

MISSIONARY TO TALK
 
Next weekend we will have our annual Mission Appeal. The priest who is coming said that many of their appeals have been cancelled due to COVID and he is so pleased that we are still willing to welcome him. He will be giving the homily at all Masses and asking for your prayers and financial assistance.

 
8TH GRADE WASHINGTON D. C. FUNDS
 
Unfortunately, we were not able to take our parish day school 8th graders on their class trip to our nation’s capital this year. Due to COVID, it is highly unlikely that we will be able to take the trip next year. That leaves us in a quandary as to what to do with the money from the fundraising efforts. If you donated by the purchasing of mums and such things and can show proof of purchase, if you so desire, the school proceeds from the sale will be reimbursed to you. If not, they will be used for charitable situations at the school. For more information, call Diana McGee in the school office at 330-836-9107.

 
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep all of our sick and distressed in your prayers:

The Caufield Family, Regina Buhlak, Elizabeth Clark, Rita Cummings, Anthony D’Attoma, Gretchen & Steve Golnar, Carolyn Jeske, Kimberly Jesser, Kathy Johnson, Stan Kennedy, Martin Kungle, Jean Labate, Don Matis, Pamela Oliver, Keith Pecek, Sue Prexta, Frank and Nancy Ropchock, Cory Schultz, John Schultz, Marilyn Spallino & Marie White.

 
 
God bless you,

Fr. Valencheck.

St. Sebastian, pray for us.

Holy Mother, pray for us.

