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Angelus Letter

6 April 2020

MONDAY of HOLY WEEK

Dear Parish Family,

If you call the office today there is a good chance you may need to leave a message, but someone will get back with you shortly.  We are a bit (joyfully) swamped with work.  As I type this letter, Fr. Simone and Ian are over in the church live-streaming today’s Mass, Cathy Sivec is diving in to the Easter bulletin that is due today, Jennifer Jones is manning the phones from home, Michelle Huber is getting our online presence ready for today, our business manager, Milissa Smith is sorting through everything that you dropped off this weekend and going through the astronomical amount of business memos that came in from the diocese, Mike Zimmerman and his crew are checking up on all of our buildings and cleaning and disinfecting and everyone else including Kathy Holaday and Keith Johnson are working from home. 

SCHOOL NEWS

Our teachers were up and at it early this morning, going about the uncharted tasks of distance, crisis teaching.  Everything they do, every minute of the day has to be, “Here’s what we can do!  Let’s try this!”  Even when I am fully prepared and going over old and familiar topics/grounds, I am exhausted after teaching for only a couple of hours.  This is heroic.

But on top of all of that, Mr. Rohr and our faculty took the time to pull together a really awesome video for our school kids to let them know that we miss them, value them and are praying for them.  It turned out well enough that I thought it should be available to the whole parish.  So as of today, you can see this video on our Parish’s YouTube channel at, https://m.youtube.com/channel/UC0FM4PBnZG--2iVayQrFQ9w.  Please pray for our faculty, staff and school.

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

Monday of Holy Week

· 8AM
Livestream Mass - Fr. S

· 9AM to Noon - Palms available

· 8PM
Livestream Benediction and Compline (night prayer)

· iBreviary is a free app that has Compline.

· A worship aid should be coming out soon.

Tuesday of Holy Week

· 8AM
Livestream Mass - Fr. V

Wednesday of Holy Week

· 8AM 
Livestream Mass - Fr. S

Maundy Thursday

· 7PM
Livestream - Mass of the Lord’s Supper - Fr. S

Good Friday

· 3PM
Livestream - Fr. V

Holy Saturday

· 1PM
Blessing of the Foods (in parking lot - remain in your cars) - Fr. V

· 8PM
Easter Vigil - Fr. V

Easter Sunday

· 9AM
Livestream Mass - Fr. S

· 11AM
EXTRAORDINARY FORM Livestream Mass - Fr. Bede OSB

Worship Aids:  Ian is working on worship aids to help you participate particularly during the Triduum.  There will also be other optional instructions to help you better experience each service.  We are also almost finished with the schedule for confession appointments which will take place outside.  I think this method has worked out well and safely for everyone involved.
PALM SUNDAY THANK YOU!

There was some concern about passing out palms on Sunday and Monday morning.  But it went smoothly.  There was no rush for the tables, just a steady stream and all were diligent about social distancing and only touching what they were taking.  Also, thank you to our volunteers who helped staff the tables.  We are so blessed as a parish!

SPRAY AND PRAY MINISTRY

The volunteers who make it possible for us to keep our doors open by cleaning and disinfecting the church every day at 1 o’clock have dubbed themselves the “Spray and Pray” ministry.  We owe you so much.  Thank you for all that you do.

I SPY WITH MY LITTLE EYE

Some of our volunteer gardening crew were out and about on our property getting an early start on the spring cleanup, pulling weeds and picking up litter and sticks.  Alex Speck brought his industrial edger and edged almost our whole main campus by himself in one fell swoop.  And I know flowers for the beds have already been ordered (and will be delivered this year to aid social distancing and still support our local greenhouses).  It is for reasons like these that every day I am so thankful to be the pastor of this parish family!  Chins up!  Trust in God!  And keep going!

NEW PAINTING COMING

As you may be painfully aware, St. Sebastian is the patron saint to invoke against contagious diseases.  I commissioned a new small painting (at no charge to the parish) of our patron specifically under this title since it appears that even when the worst passes, this virus will be around for a spell until a vaccine is discovered.  I will keep you up to date on the progress.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK

These are the names that we received who gave permission to publicly list them in this letter as persons needing your prayers.  They are not all of the sick of the parish (some did not want their names mentioned) and it should not be assumed that any one of them have COVID-19.  Please keep these persons and all of our sick and distressed in your prayers.

Three new names:  

Kathleen O'Hearn

Harry Schwab
John Schultz
Tim and Linda Beringer, Elizabeth Clark, Pamela Oliver, Marilyn Spallino, Ron Tedeschi, Colleen Trhlik, Don, Jill, Mark.

God bless,

Fr. Valencheck.

St. Sebastian, pray for us.

Holy Mother, pray for us.

NEW PRAYER
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Protector Against the Plague

Glorious Saint Sebastian, you who had
great courage, help us to be winesses
of Jesus before this unbelieving world
as you have brought others to Chrit
Help us to have the love of neighbor
that you had and to give ou lives for
our brothers, even in difficulies and
dangers.

Help us to have faith i the pains of ife
as you endured cruel maryrdom.
Protect al soldies, miltary and police.
against every danger in their work.
Protect all nations against wars,
hunger and pestience.

Intercede for the grace that  need.

[Mention your ntention here...]
Amen.




