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Angelus Letter

11 April 2020

TRIDUUM

HOLY SATURDAY

Dear Parish Family,

We are on the countdown to the Resurrection!  Tonight at 8PM will begin our Easter Vigil.  Normally it takes 2 priests, a deacon, 4 lectors, 10 extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion, a minimum of 11 servers, 2 masters of ceremony, a few sacristans, 9 ushers, 2 to 3 scouts who prepare and tend the Easter fire, an organist and other instrumentalists, a 60 member choir and cantors, catechumens and their sponsors and hundreds of congregants, not to mention the decorators, planners and leaders of rehearsals, cleaners and maintenance and I am sure that I am forgetting someone.  THIS YEAR (and hopefully this year only!) we are going to attempt to do it with 2 priests, 1 seminarian, 1 technician, 1 sacristan, an organist and cantor.  7 vs 100s.  There’s a challenge.

The pinnacle of the test will be the Gloria when all the lights come on, three different sets of bells are to be rung, all the candles lit, and the Resurrection painting revealed, all with three people and Fr. Simone and I not able to do anything but STAND THERE and pray the Gloria with you.  They have been assured me that they’ve got it covered.  Say a prayer for them!

THINGS TO KNOW FOR HOLY SATURDAY

A skeleton crew came in this morning to decorate.  I was not be able to be with them as I have to travel to Cleveland for a burial service.  Thanks to Sue Sassano, I have an appropriate all black face mask to wear (and a Cleveland Indians one for more casual times.  Thank you!)  So if you want to come and pray in the church today, that would be fine but I would ask you to avoid doing so from about 12:45pm to 1:30pm.  There will be the Blessing of the Foods then and the extra bodies here during a time of social distancing would not be optimal.  We may even lock the doors for this short spell.

As was mentioned above, there is a Food Blessing today at 1:00PM.  Park in the church parking lot and please remain in your car (We will be outside giving the blessing.)  God’s blessing is powerful enough to go through your windshield.  

For the Easter Vigil, to help you participate a little more fully, here are some suggestions:

· Print out copies of the Worship Aid.
· Change your furniture to reflect this event.  If you can set up chairs to aid prayer, I would recommend it (rather than a couch from which you might watch T.V.)
· If you have any devotionals such as a crucifix or statue or print/painting, bring it to where you will be watching.  If your gaze or mind wanders, they may help you refocus.
· Start off in the dark as much as possible.
· At the beginning, once we reach the sanctuary, you will notice Fr. Anthony and I lighting our candles, that is when you should light your handheld candles.
· Ian will then chant the Easter Proclamation (Exaltet).  AS SOON AS HE IS FINISHED SINGING, blow out your handheld candles.
· When the Gloria is sung, TURN ON YOUR LIGHTS, LIGHT ANY OTHER CANDLES YOU MAY HAVE SET OUT, RING ANY BELLS THAT YOU MIGHT HAVE HANDY AND SING!
· Have the Spiritual Communion prayer ready.
· Have a little celebration after!  (We will in the rectory!)
HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

Holy Saturday


1PM
Blessing of the Foods (in parking lot - remain in your cars) - Fr. V




Pull in to the church parking lot rain or shine!




DO NOT GET OUT OF YOUR CAR




A blessing will go through car windows!


8PM
Easter Vigil - Fr. V




Make sure that you print your worship aid.




Have your candle (and matches) ready.




If you have bells to ring during the Gloria, have them ready.

Easter Sunday


9AM
Livestream Easter Mass - Fr. S




Make sure that you print your worship aid.


11AM
EXTRAORDINARY FORM Livestream Mass - Fr. Bede OSB

WORSHIP AIDS

Our seminarian intern, Ian Kelly, has prepared worship aids for you for the rest of this week.  They may be found HERE: https://www.stsebastian.org/church/easter-worship-aids.

Michelle Huber explains another way to get to the worship aids from our website:  To get to our website, visit www.stsebastian.org and at the top choose Church (your options are Church, School, Foundation, Academy), then choose Worship (your options are About, Worship, Ministries, Faith Formation, Sacraments or Groups) and a drop down box will appear and choose Easter Worship Aids.

COMMUNITY ROSARY OPPORTUNITIES

This came in the mailbag:

The Legion of Mary prays the rosary each morning at 9 AM (except Sundays); you can join in by clicking on this link.  https://zoom.us/j/118463489  (Led by Ro Reed, 330/571-9931, Ro@RealtorRo.com)
The Women of St. Sebastian pray the rosary each evening at 8:30 PM;  you can join by clicking on this link,  https://us04web.zoom.us/j/553811855  (Led by Jennifer Sullivan 330-328-2960, jsmiley81@yahoo.com)
There are new security measures being implemented by Zoom; if you encounter any difficulties in joining the meeting, please call either Ro or Jennifer for assistance.  We are blessed to be able to use technology to keep us connected through our daily prayers to Our Blessed Mother Mary and we hope you will join us.  There will NOT be a rosary on Holy Saturday.
OFFICES CLOSED THROUGH MONDAY

The offices are closed today.  They will not open again until Tuesday of Easter Week.  As always, Fr. Simone will be manning the emergency line and messages will be checked on the office phones several times each day.

NO MORE ANGELUS LETTERS UNTIL TUESDAY

The next Angelus Letter will not be until Tuesday of Easter Week.  Also at that time, there will be an evaluation if it serves this community well to come out every day or if fewer letters clogging your email would be more effective.  Let me know!

EASTER COLLECTION

A MIGHTY St. Sebastian THANK YOU to everyone who remembered and made the extra effort to support your parish during this time - especially those who sacrifice extra and for those who are unable to give at this time.  Every donation regardless of the amount helps relieve some of the burden of maintaining a church without a present congregation and student body!

For those who would like to donate, your collection may be mailed in to 476 Mull Ave., Akron, OH  44320.  You may drop your envelope in the tiny KEY DROP at the rectory located just to the right of the steps leading to the front door.  Beginning Tuesday, you may bring it to the rectory office during business hours where Cathy Sivec will gladly accept it.  Or you can move to (or increase!) online giving.  There are easy to follow links on our website (under church) or you may call Milissa Smith, our parish business manager, on Easter Tuesday.  Thank you & God bless!

BLESSING OF THE FOODS

In my entire life I have never missed a Blessing of the Foods and I do not intend to do so now.  The Blessing of the Foods will take place on Holy Saturday at 1PM.  If you decide to come, park in the church parking lot with your basket and do not get out of your car or roll down your window!  God, Who is all powerful, can make his blessing pass through your windshield.  For my part, I am toying with the idea of blessing you from the roof of the church.  (HA!)  Perhaps we can get the sound system from Theology on Tap/Rocks to help out.  (These last things are maybes.)

If you want to know more about the Blessing of the Foods, go HERE: https://clevelandpriest.blogspot.com/search?q=blessing+of+the+foods
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK

Please keep these persons and all of our sick and distressed in your prayers.

Kathleen O’Hearn, Harry Schwab, John Schultz, Tim and Linda Beringer, Elizabeth Clark, Pamela Oliver, Marilyn Spallino, Ron Tedeschi, Colleen Trhlik, Don, Jill, Mark.

FOR THOSE LIVING IN THE IMMEDIATE NEIGHBORHOOD 

Here are some things to listen for at Easter.  During the Easter vigil we ring the steeple bells during the consecration.  (We might do it on Easter Day this year if we can coordinate the manpower.  It seems extra appropriate!)  Also, one of our parishioners asked if she could play an Easter Hymn on her trumpet from our church steps between Masses on Sunday morning to announce the Resurrection of Our Lord.  I was thrilled!  So listen for it (if we are not in the middle of a volcanic eruption during an ice storm.  (Too soon?)
God bless you,

Fr. Valencheck.

St. Sebastian, pray for us.

Holy Mother, pray for us.

P. S.  I’ve often bragged about our great patron saint, St. Sebastian.  I have found him to be a powerful intercessor and so far he has seen our parish through this pandemic comparatively well.  Through his intercession, may you remain as safe and well as can be, may your heart grow in yearning for the sacraments and love of God and may our parish as a whole be protected and flourish even in the face of adversity allowing us to more fully rejoice at the Resurrection of our Lord.  Thank you St. Sebastian!  Pray for us!
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Protector Against the Plague

Glorious Saint Sebastian, you who had
great courage, help us to be winesses
of Jesus before this unbelieving world
as you have brought others to Chrit
Help us to have the love of neighbor
that you had and to give ou lives for
our brothers, even in difficulies and
dangers.

Help us to have faith i the pains of ife
as you endured cruel maryrdom.
Protect al soldies, miltary and police.
against every danger in their work.
Protect all nations against wars,
hunger and pestience.

Intercede for the grace that  need.

[Mention your ntention here...]
Amen.




