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Angelus Letter

1 April 2020

WEDNESDAY of the FIFTH WEEK OF LENT

Dear Parish Family,

Remember way back, when it was predicted that this might be over by April 1st?  I recall thinking that I hope it wouldn’t end up being an April Fool’s joke.  Well here we are looking at a longer stretch coming up, but the people of St. Sebastian are strong and creative and we will make it.  Saint Sebastian, pray for us!

A SPECIAL MESSAGE TO YOU

I know that the messages and videos that are coming out to you from the parish grounds have been largely from clergy.  We made an effort to ask others to consider making videos and in particular we were seeking women of faith.  We compiled a list of women that we thought it would be easy to find and record and almost everyone said, “Great idea!  But not me!”  

One person wrote you a letter however.  Sharon Deitrick, long time parishioner and who has done so much for the parish including giving one of the nights of our Lenten Mission a number of years ago that focused on single persons in the Church.  Sharon is currently going through chemo-therapy right smack dab in the middle of this health threat, so it would probably be unwise for her to come in and be around places and people necessary for recording, so she wrote a letter to you:

Be still and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.   Ps 46:10

Finally, our beloved God has called the world to pause. This Lent, we have been given time for a global retreat.  I believe there is a floodgate of Grace & Mercy for each of us.  Just ask & you shall receive.  

As I have been privileged to enter an earlier quarantine due to an aggressive cancer with a powerful chemotherapy, I have so touched upon that Grace & Mercy.  Honestly, it is there to receive!

I’ve learned to “offer up” all of those fears, painful treatments and concerns.  If I focus on another person’s needs, mine diminish.  If I offer up, in the moment their petition, a grace seems to arise in my soul.  For a brief second in time, during a recent surgical procedure, my prayer for another seemed to grasp the unconditional love of Jesus on the cross for that person.  A peaceful, almost joy, surged within me.  He heard my prayer for that person.  I could not thank Jesus enough for how perfect His Sacrificial Love was for us. It was a new dimension of faith.

In this, I have discovered a gratitude for the opportunity to use any and all inconveniences, pains, fears, anxieties and joys for this tiny Calvary we embrace at this time.

I encourage you to take a moment.  Close your eyes and ears to this pandemic, think of another’s pain and suffering, offer to let go of your own problems, and focus on Jesus’ love for that person.  Ask that your little sacrifice be used to bless that person, and let go.  Thank God for hearing your prayer.

Now here is a great gift for you and your Family!  You could download, free of charge, a great actor performing The Gospel of John. Outstanding!!  His name is Leonardo Defilippis and he has so inspired families and is also a special Priest Friend of Fr. Michael Gaitley.  Fr. asked for him to donate this for his latest book, “33 Days to Greater Glory”.  This, I promise, would be a huge Lenten blessing for you and your family. Here is the link: StLukeProductions.com/John
Remember, “Faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes by the preaching of Christ.”  Romans 10:17

Thank you Fr Valencheck, Fr. Simone, Deacon Terry and Ian for leading us through this time with prayer and sacrifice!  Thank you for processing our Blessed Lord in The Eucharist around the entire block of our parish.  Thank you for loving us by your daily example.  May we all press on and fight the good fight with the knowledge of this eternity.

Praying for you!!

Sharon Deitrick

FROM THE HOME FRONT

One of our moms who has a child in our 5th grade day school sent in a video today of her child connected with classmates online playing Minecraft.  The video that was sent in showed them beginning to build a church!  Awesome!  Send in a shot when you have completed it!  

THINGS TO KNOW

CONFESSIONS:  Cathy Sivec is taking reservations for confessions beginning today.  Here is how it will work:  She will tell you the days and times that Fr. Simone and I are available.  She will take your name and number (just in case we become ill or something and are unable to meet) but the priests will only receive a note that someone is coming, not who (just in case you want to be anonymous.)  For the sake of everyone’s health, the confessions will NOT be in the confessionals or even in the church but outside.  Cathy will also tell you where to meet the priests when you call.  Each appointment is set for 5 minutes.

LIVE-STREAM ORGAN RECITAL THIS THURSDAY AT NOON!  Live, from the choir loft floating above the stately sanctuary of St. Sebastian Parish church in beautiful West Akron, Director of Music and organist extraordinaire Lynn Steward, CAGO, MM will perform a light concert to lift your spirits and minds on the mighty Schantz organ following the Angelus Bells at noon this coming Thursday, April 2.  Tune in on our Parish’s YouTube channel and listen, pray, read or eat lunch and listen to the magical singing pipes that comprise the four manuals, 5 divisions, 38 stops, 44 ranks of this magnificent instrument.
FROM THE MAILBAG

(This is probably more than you want to know)

Can you please explain why [this email] is called an Angelus letter?  Sure!  First, a quick review of the word “Angelus.”  The Angelus is a prayer recalling the Incarnation that Catholics are called to pray at 6AM, noon, and 6PM.  The roots of this prayer go back to the 11th century when Franciscan monks would pray three Hail Marys before going to bed.  Eventually the practice spread and believers in general started doing the same thing.

The bells were introduced later and not for pleasant reasons!  When the Norman’s invaded England, they decreed a curfew and rang the church bells at night to mark when everyone should be off the streets.  It reminds me of growing up in Barberton and the PPG whistle.  “Be home by the whistle” was the order from parents.  When the plant closed, many residents wanted the city to keep blowing the whistle which regulated our lives.  Similarly, when the Normans left England, the bells still rang and the prayer that became connected to them continued.

For similar reasons over the centuries (probably more than you want to read in this letter) similar morning and midday prayers were added with accompanying bells.  By the 16th century, the three Hail Marys were accompanied by short verses (see below) which began with, “The angel of the Lord declared . . .” which in Latin is, “Angelus domino . . .” hence the name, “Angelus.”

So why is this letter called the Angelus Letter?  For the sake of good marketing I suppose.  I could have just called it the daily email or even nothing at all.  But by calling it the Angelus Letter, you know that it comes out every day at (or close to) noon (late enough to collect information and early enough to still be useful!) and that it is tied to the Church/parish and might be a call for prayer.  If you live some distance from the parish and you can’t hear the bells, may this letter remind you to pray the Angelus.

We do not ring the 6AM bell at St. Sebastian, but we do ring the special noon and 6PM bell.  It consists of three sets of three tolls during which the verses and three Hail Marys are said.  Following this there is a general peal of bells for a final prayer.  Here is the Angelus:

V. The Angel of the Lord declared unto Mary.
R. And she conceived of the Holy Spirit.


    Hail Mary, full of grace,

    The Lord is with Thee;

    Blessed art thou among women,

    And blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.

    Holy Mary, Mother of God,

    Pray for us sinners,

    Now and at the hour of our death. Amen

V. Behold the handmaid of the Lord.
R. Be it done unto me according to thy word.


    Hail Mary, etc.

V. And the Word was made Flesh.
R. And dwelt among us.


    Hail Mary, etc.

V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.


LET US PRAY
Pour forth, we beseech Thee, O Lord, Thy grace into our hearts, that we to whom the Incarnation of Christ Thy Son was made known by the message of an angel, may by His Passion and Cross be brought to the glory of His Resurrection. Through the same Christ Our Lord. Amen.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND FOR MASS INTENTIONS

Your priests have been bringing all of your intentions that you send in to the Mass as well as our private prayers.  If you want your prayers for the sick to be publicly known, please include this sentiment in your message.  Cathy Sivec will collect the names to be published in this letter.  For those who do not want their names publicly shared, we will continue to remember your prayer just the same.

God bless,

Fr. Valencheck.

St. Sebastian, pray for us.

Holy Mother, pray for us.

NEW PRAYER

                         [image: image2.jpg]Novena to St. Sebastian,
Protector Against the Plague

Glorious Saint Sebastian, you who had
great courage, help us to be winesses
of Jesus before this unbelieving world
as you have brought others to Chrit
Help us to have the love of neighbor
that you had and to give ou lives for
our brothers, even in difficulies and
dangers.

Help us to have faith i the pains of ife
as you endured cruel maryrdom.
Protect al soldies, miltary and police.
against every danger in their work.
Protect all nations against wars,
hunger and pestience.

Intercede for the grace that  need.

[Mention your ntention here...]
Amen.




