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Angelus Letter

30 March 2020

MONDAY of the FIFTH WEEK OF LENT

Dear Parish Family,

The church remains open this week thanks to our wonderful volunteers. Phone calls to all parishioners will continue this week and I have received your request for prayers! Today we are facing the reality of a strange Holy Week and are making plans on how to deal with Palm Sunday through Easter.  We will be combining all of the input from Rome, the Diocese of Cleveland, the latest mandates from the state as well as good old fashioned rubrics. Father Simone is working on the new schedule.  That will give us something to do today and something to report to you soon.

THE STATE OF SOME EVENTS AT HOME AND THE DIOCESE

The Diocese announced the state of some important events that are coming up:

The Chrism Mass will be celebrated Tuesday of Holy Week with Bishop Amos the celebrant.  Bishop Amos is a former priest of the Diocese of Cleveland and the retired Bishop of Davenport.  The Chrism Mass is typically the Mass at which the bishop speaks primarily to his priests, the clergy reaffirm their priestly promises, and the holy oils are blessed for the following year.  We have no ordinary, the priests will not be present, but the oils will be blessed and someone, I don’t know, say an intern (Ian) will have to drive up to Cleveland to obtain our new holy oils for us afterward. The event will be live-streamed on the diocesan website beginning at 7PM on Tuesday, April 7th.  You can find that Mass and all of the services from our cathedral at dioceseofcleveland.org.  

Ordinations to the deaconate, the transitional deaconate and the priesthood are indefinitely postponed.  You know the Rev. Fr. Joe Robinson, transitional deacon, who did his internship here at St. Sebastian.  He always looks at the bright side of things, but this must be a bit of a disappointment.  Please keep him and all those to be ordained and those contemplating a church vocation in your prayers.

It is with a heavy heart that we announce the postponement of all the First Communion services at St. Sebastian Parish and the Julie Billiart, Akron School.  Notices are going out this week to the families.  Please pray for these young folk that this postponement may make them yearn all the more for Our Lord.

CONFESSIONS

Fr. Simone and I really want to make confessions available even if it is in some limited fashion.  The guidelines from the diocese do make it possible, just very cumbersome.  We hope to have a solution worked out today and announced tomorrow or Wednesday.  It will require a call into the rectory office to schedule your confession.  

FROM THE MAILBAG

I really have been enjoying reading about your escapades, projects and comments.  Thank you for the pictures sent in!  It is my desire to walk the neighborhood to see the window projects!  

Fr. Simone, Ian and I truly do appreciate your words of encouragement, especially concerning the celebration of the Mass.  Without you there, it is difficult to gauge what we say.  Are we engaging?  Did the message get across?  There is nobody there to yawn or cough, or to give the eye contact that perhaps a message is working.  We, in turn, know that you are watching and reading as we get the analytics from our emails and videos.  How blessed we are to minister at this parish.

Somebody asked if we could distribute Holy Communion at Easter at the door of the church, maybe wearing plastic gloves and masks.  Believe me, your priests desire to give you the Blessed Sacrament as ardently as you wish to receive it.  As of this moment, the diocese has not developed an acceptable plan to distribute Communion that would not put people at risk of getting sick, including the priest himself, which might lead to fewer priests and access to the Sacrament later when this is all past.

In the meantime, keep this strong desire for Him in your heart.  Pray for the men and women with extra thinking and praying time on their hands, to be moved by the Holy Spirit to contemplate a vocation to the priesthood, deaconate or religious.  May we come out of this stronger and more on fire than when we went into it.

Also, pray for those who are being exposed to a far greater presence of the Catholic Church online and who might be moved to consider making the Catholic Church their spiritual home.

THERE IS GOOD COMING OUT OF THIS

I gave Fr. Simone a kite in thanks for all the odd and extra work he has been called to do.  On Sunday afternoon we went to Schneider Park to give it a go.  It was beautiful seeing all of the families out (at appropriate distances from each other) walking, flying kites, jogging, playing soccer, attempting Frisbee (it was very windy) and running through puddles.  I have not seen that many random people out enjoying the Sabbath day in long time.  It was good to see sunny skies and green grass winning out over phones and computers.  It was beautiful and memorable.

Do you get the Akron Beacon Journal?  On Sunday, one of our parishioners and St. Sebastian Parish School alumni, Melissa Tober was heavily featured.  She was supposed to run a marathon, which was, obviously, cancelled.  But she decided to run it just the same on her own route.  According to a text from her husband Tim, she made her route specifically “to run in front of St. Sebastian at mile 19.  She knew that she would need a little bit of calming spirit in the late stages of her run.”  Congratulations.

Thank you all for all that you do - especially for your prayers and support.

God bless,

Fr. Valencheck.

St. Sebastian, pray for us.

Holy Mother, pray for us.


PRAYER IN TIME OF EPIDEMIC

In 1614, Pope Paul V promulgated the Roman Ritual. In its list of Rites for Processions, it contains a "Prayer in Times of Epidemic,” in which we call on St. Sebastian to pray for us.
V. Deal not with us, Lord, according to our sins.
R. And take not vengeance on us because of our misdeeds.
V. Help us, O God, our Deliverer.
R. And for Thy name’s sake, O Lord, free us.
V. Remember not, O Lord, our sins of old.
R. Hasten to us with Thy compassion, for we are become exceeding poor.
V. St. Sebastian, pray for us.
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.
V. O Lord, hear my prayer.
R. And let my cry come unto thee.
V. The Lord be with you.
R. And with Thy spirit.
Let us pray:
Vouchsafe to hear us, O God, our only salvation! And through the intercession of the glorious and blessed Mary, Mother of God and ever Virgin, of Thy blessed martyr, Sebastian and of all the saints, deliver Thy people from the terrors of Thy wrath, and restore their confidence by the outpouring of Thy compassion.
Be moved to pity, O Lord, at our earnest entreaties, and heal the illnesses of body and soul; so that experiencing Thy forgiveness we may ever rejoice in Thy blessing.
We beseech thee, O Lord, grant us a hearing as we devoutly raise our petitions to Thee, and graciously turn away the epidemic of plague which afflicts us; so that mortal hearts may recognize that these scourges proceed from Thine indignation and cease only when Thou art moved to mercy. Through our Lord.
R. Amen. 
