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Greetings St. Sebastian Family,

These are strange, unsettling and historic times.  But we are a people of faith and so we continue on with faith and hope.  This letter is coming to you to let you know what your faith community can do for you and what you can do for your faith community.

INFORMATION:

Every day there will be a letter such as this one posted around noon to give you the latest updates from the parish.  It will also be emailed to those who have signed up for our weekly Parish newsletter.

There also be videos posted on a regular basis including Sunday Masses on our Parish YouTube channel.

The front doors of the church (facing Mull Avenue) will be the central posting area of any information that needs to be disseminated.  It is also an ideal spot to look in through our glass doors to make a prayer if the doors are locked.

WHAT IS CANCELLED:

All parish events both non-liturgical and liturgical should be considered cancelled whether or not they meet on church property.  As of Monday, March 16th, Catholics have been relieved of their obligation to attend Mass at least through Easter Sunday. 

ISOLATED, ILL and ELDERLY

If you fit one of these categories, please contact Cathy Sivec or Jenifer Jones at (330) 836-2233.  We would like to call you to make sure that you are okay and put you on our prayer list.

NURSING HOMES & HOSPITALS

We are currently forbidden to go into nursing homes.  Currently Akron City hospital will only let your Parish priest visit you when there is an emergency, so you must contact us.  Akron General hospital will only allow the resident priest to visit, so you must inform the hospital upon your registration that you are Catholic and desire to be visited by a priest.

WHAT TO REMEMBER AS A PERSON OF FAITH:

Jesus’ most consistent message was, “Be not afraid.”  The only thing that we can count on 100% is God’s mercy and love which will come to our rescue no matter what this world may throw at us.  We will overcome by trusting in our Heavenly Father and not giving in to fear.  We are called to be the source of hope in a time of worry.  Please let me know what your parish can do to assist you be a source of life for others.

MORE NEWS TO COME:

I don’t want to overwhelm you so I will send you more information tomorrow.  In the meantime, you might be interested in this:

WHAT YOU CAN DO DURING THIS TIME:


VOLUNTEER:  If you want to volunteer to make phone calls or make minor errands for those who need it, please call Cathy Sivec or Jennifer Jones at (330) 836-2233.  If you want to be available for work at the parish when it is deemed advisable to do so (cleaning, disinfecting, yard work) Milissa Smith, our business manager, will be coordinating all volunteer efforts.  Please leave your name, contact information and what you are willing to do by calling the rectory office and asking for Milissa Smith’s office or leaving a message (330) 836-2233.


CHECK ON NEIGHBORS/FELLOW PARISHIONERS:  Consider calling those around you or leaving them a note and making sure they are thought of and are healthy!


KEEP HOLY THE SABBATH:  Even if it happens that the church is on lock down, there are many ways to keep Sunday Holy.  Watch Mass on television or online.  We are working on improving our online presence to make your experience watching the Mass better.  Rest.  Pray.  Read the Scriptures.  iBreviary is a free app that allows you to read the readings every day as well as pray the Liturgy of the Hours, the official daily prayers of the Church.

If for any reason you are unable to receive Holy Communion, the Church and her saints have always recommended the practice of making a spiritual Communion.  Our goal is to grow closer to God and this prayer can be used to draw us closer to that goal.  If you are at our parish and unable to enter, you can make this prayer looking through our front glass doors toward Jesus in the tabernacle.
My Jesus,
I believe that You
are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things,
and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment
receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen.
St. Sebastian is considered a protector against the plague. He is celebrated for his protection in answer to intercessory prayer against the plagues in Rome in 680, Milan in 1575, and Lisbon in 1599.  Please consider praying this prayer during our current world wide health threat:
O Glorious St. Sebastian, faithful follower of Jesus Christ, to you do we raise our hearts and hands and implore your powerful intercession in obtaining, from God the Father, all the helps and graces necessary for our spiritual and temporal welfare, and for protection against contagious diseases. O, special guardian from diseases and accidents, we are confident that your intercession on our behalf will be graciously heard before the throne of God.  Amen.
God bless,
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Fr. Valencheck

