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	IMPORTANT ANNOUCEMENT:
DIOCESE REQUIRES THE WEARING OF FACIAL COVERINGS AT ALL MASSES
Greetings,

In light of the increasing spread of COVID 19 and the Governor’s announcements, Bishop Malesic and the Bishops of Ohio have issued a letter, which is attached. Here are some highlights that effect you:

Perhaps most impactful is this: “Face coverings for church attendees are NOT optional (emphasis in the original.) Church attendees are required to wear face coverings per section 2 of the Ohio Departments of Health’s July 23rd Order for Facial Coverings.” You can read more about this in the attached letter.

We have been asked to cancel all social gatherings until the end of the year. If you have meetings scheduled at the parish, please call the office for clarification. 

If you are sick, vulnerable or have been in contact with someone with COVID, please consider attending Mass via our livestream or on Sunday at 10AM on WUAB channel 43.

For further information, please see the attached letter from Bishop Malesic.

A MESSAGE FROM FR. VALENCHECK
 
Dear Parish Family,

I know that this news will be received differently across the parish. I understand the implications in either direction. Right now, my main concern is keeping our doors open and getting the sacraments to people. Therefore, I ask you to please cooperate with the above directives for the time being. I would greatly appreciate it. 

We have a challenge already meeting our obligations to make sure that the sacraments are as available to you as we can. I have been recently diagnosed with a gastro-intestinal flu and therefore will be laying low for a spell. Fr. Simone is going to be working overtime.

Please take care of yourself and be supportive of each other. There are so many things about which to be disappointed or angry and it is quite legitimate. I haven’t seen my sister in New York since last March because of her fear of COVID. Only in the future will we know what was the right thing to have done. But today, I am asking you to abide by our Bishop’s rulings. 

Please keep the Bishop and your parish in your prayers as I will keep you in my prayers.

God bless,

Fr. Valencheck
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Office of the Bishop

Dear brothers,

‘Various countes that make up the Diocese of Cleveland have recenly issued Stay at Home Advisorics for
heir respective arces duc o th significant ncrease i reported COVID-19 cases and deaths. Ths curren spike lso.
caused the governor 0 issuc a 10PM o SAM curfew for the entire state. We currntly have 15 prists inthe diocese
that have becn diagnosed with the virus or have been exposed 1o the viras and are in quarantine. 1 v also leamed
today that local hospital beds are fillng up with COVID-19 patienis. This i a sriously crical ime and a time for
all of s to cooperate with government, healh and diocesan authorities i order to do our part o quel the spresd of
this iscasc and reduce thestress on our medical systems. A majorty of the helth and government authoriies have
made a poit to commend the churches for the protocols that we have i place,recogizing that ur efforts have been
highly effective. These same offcials have encouraged us o continue these protocols for the foresecable future. With,
all this i mind, | am asking your cooperation with the following poins:

1. Review your specific county and state rders that were ssued this week and adhere {0 these instructions as
well as communicate them {0 your parishioners. Please note that none of them are asking s (o close our
churches to access for individual prayer or communal worship a this tme.

2. Fncoursge high risk/vulnerable parishioners 0 stay home and partiipate in v streamed Masses from your
parish or the Cathedtal of . John the Evangelst. Mass from the Cathedral s lve-stresmed daily Monday
through Friday at 12 Noon, and Sunday at § am, Visit dioceseofcleveland.org fo watch the Mass, If you or
your parishioners don’t have live-sreamm capabilitis please inform them of the TV Mass tha s prosented
‘ach Sunday at 10 am on WUAB TV —the CW 43.

3. Encourage those who'live with care for,orroutinely come nto contact with high isk/vulnerable parishioners
0 stay home as well forthe protection of those i their care.

4. Continue thesafe distancing practices and cleaning protocols that have beea established by the diocese.

5. Face coverings for church attendees are NOT optionsl. Church atendees are required o wear face
overings per section 2 of the Ohio Department of Health’s July 234 Order for Facial Coverings, which
remains in effect. Please note thatthe mask order has an exception for an individual who is an offciant of
areligious service. You can sccess acopy of the order online at:
http:/fcoronayirus.ohio.ov/state/publicorders Direetors-Order-Facial-Coverings-throughot State-Ohio-
seader . Please post “face masks required fo enter” posters at all entrances of the church and parish
office. Wearing a face covering and practicing safe distancing is the best way to mifigate he spread of ths.
disease which i transmitted trough respialory droplets.

6. Scriously consider canclling all social gatherings fo th remainder of the yoar, cspecially events where
largo groups of priets were invied .. Enchaistis Devolion dinners and holiday atherings). Remernber
hatF groupofpricts re exposed ot visus hey will il need to quaratine for two weeks. We currenly
have 15 priets i quarantine some of them have had to cance theix Masses becaus the ack of available
supply belp.

7. 1f you have been exposed 10 or have contracted the virus please contact your local healh department and
follow thei nstructons. Also please all the diocese and inform us eithr by contacting Fr. Dan Schicgel or
Fr. Don Oleksiak.

1404 East Ninth Street, Sixth Floor * Cleveland, OH 44114-1722 » (216) 696-6325 ext. 2030 » Fax (216) 696

wwvw.dioceseofeleveland.org





	[image: image3.jpg]8. Weare currently working withlocal hosptals 10 crete  team of prist that would have permission (0 visit
and minisie 0 patieats with COVID. We are making some beadway and will keep you posted if we areable
o fnalize tis effors,

9. Cural your own personal actvities and b cera o take care of yourself.

10. Pasishes withday schools should be in contact with the Diocesan Education Ofice and communicate plans
forthe reminder ofthe calendaryear.

1. Parish Catechetical Formation programs should considr the option for remote earsing/formation for the
remainder of the year 2020, Please contact the Catechetical Formation Office for dircetons and
recommendations t continue your fith formation virualy o with ot home materal,

12, Please do your part 0 communicate and educate yous parshioners o the personal responsibilty we all bave:
o belp curthe spread of this virus. This i best done through the wearing of fscemasks, observing social
distancing, limiting interacion with family and fiends lving outside your home and not lting your guard
own during the bolidays.

13. Finaly, we recogaize the mplications the crrent nvironment il have for ur parsh's fnancial oulock
hroughthe en of this year and beyond. leas stay tune for  lter ollowing he Thasksgiving hoiday,
‘which willadress tisisve i greser depth and offe some thoughts on how we will ensure our arishes,
the diocese and Catbolic Charitiesreuan szong,sabl, and in good health

I realiz the added personal siressand ol this i aking on all of usasthis pandemic coninues. Ploas take
care of yourslf. Pleaso remermber the diosess offes frc counsling scrvice 0 sl mployes and hei fumlics
through our Heath Benefits Office. This s availble 10 you as well | encourage you (0 comact Mary Asn
Blakeley, Diretor of Human Resources for further informtion orFr. Dan Schleel,

To clos, 1 offr this reflction for your considerstion from the Holy Father's Wednesday audience hld
earlie his week: “Mary accompunied Jesus”eni life in prayer, right up o i death and resurection; and in
the end, she continued and she accompanied the st sieps of the ascent Church... Mary's prayer al b
‘Anunciaton, in parieular exemplifed prayer “with & heat open to God's Wil Mary was praying whenthe
‘Archangel Gabriel came o bring his message o her in Nazarth. Her small yet immense ‘here L am ' was
preceded throughout alvation histry by manyother ‘Here 1 ams’, by many trusing obedience's, by many who
‘were open to God's il The Pope recommended the prayer “Lord, what You want, when You want, nd how
‘You want.”... “Mary did ot auonomously conduct er i she wails for God 1 tke the reins of her path and
guide her where He wanss. She s docile, and with her availability o prepares the grand events in which God
takes part i the world" Mary recetd fear with a prayerfl yos ven though sh fkely seased that this would
bring b tremendously difficult tials. The Holy Father encourages us to pray during moments of trils and
restessncss, “Prayer knows how focalm rstessnoss, knows bow 0 transforn it nto availabily...payer opens
my heart and makes me open {o God's wll™

1am gratefulforyour many prayers of support during these dificul imes. Thank you fr your bard work,
courage and filhfulnes in bing atestve to the needs of your people. Be assured of my contimed prayers for
Youand your heithand well-being. We wil g through his with the hp of God and th support ofone another,
Happy Thaoksgiving!

‘Your brother in Chiis,

o+ Ltsacd € Pl

Most Reverend Edward C. Malesic, J.CL.

Bishop of Cleveland.
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