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Angelus Letter

6 August 2020

Thursday of the Eighteenth Week in Ordinary Time

The Transfiguration of the Lord

 
Dear Parish Family,

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW FOR THIS WEEKEND
Friday            Mass                          8AM*                        Fr. Valencheck
                       Confessions             4 to 5PM*                 
Saturday       Mass                          8AM*                        Fr. Valencheck
                       Confessions             9:30 to 10AM*
                       Vigil Mass                 4:30**                        Fr. Simone
Sunday          Mass                          9AM*                        Fr. Valencheck
                       Mass                          11AM*                      Fr. Simone
                       Mass                          1PM*                         Fr. Bede OSB
 
* Masks are required.
OTHER IMPORTANT REMINDERS/CHANGES/NOTES
**At the 4:30 Mass, with permission from the diocese, there will be an absolute requirement for masks to be worn.
 
ALL INDOORS:  This week, the 11:00AM Sunday Mass will move indoors.

THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY: Saturday, August 15th is THE ASSUMPTION OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY. Since it falls on a Saturday, it is not a holy day of obligation this year. If you would still like to attend Mass that day, there will be an 8AM Mass here at St. Sebastian. Due to scheduling and priest availability, there will not be an extraordinary form Mass at St. Sebastian, but Fr. Pfeiffer will be offering one at St. Paul’s at Noon.

ADORATION
 
Tuesday adoration will be returning to St. Sebastian Parish because of our very generous volunteers who signed up to adopt hours throughout the day! The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed on our altar following the 8AM Mass until 8PM in the evening. 

This will also mean a return to our regular schedule. There will no longer be a word service and homily at 8PM. Confessions will return hit and miss for a couple of weeks since there may not be a priest available for 2 weeks. Compline will return to 7:40PM. Thank you to everybody who helped make this return of adoration possible!

A MESSAGE FROM THE ST. SEBASTIAN LEGION OF MARY
The Legion of Mary is excited to announce there have been over 3300 rosaries included in the online thus far, as part of our gift to be offered to the Blessed Virgin on the occasion of her Nativity. There will be a celebration on Sunday, Sept. 6th in Z-Hall; if restrictions do not allow for an indoor gathering we will meet outdoors in the brick parking lot. Details will be posted closer to the date.  Please keep praying the rosary, especially in today’s trying times. The rosary is our greatest weapon against evil and Satan trembles at the sound of those prayers. In a time of such division UNITE with your brothers and sisters in Christ while enjoying the grace each rosary bestows upon you. Consider establishing a time for a family rosary—your intentions are multiplied when prayed in a group. The daily rosary count website is www.legionofmaryatstsebastian.com
SCHOOL!
Mr. Rohr and our outstandingly dedicated staff have been working diligently over the summer to make this year at St. Sebastian Parish School a model for safety and learning. Of special note, among our whole faculty in this process is Mrs. Ritchie, Mrs. Slegus and Mrs. Vernon. The local Catholic superintendent rated our protocols among the best and most thorough seen. There are further technology updates on the way to greatly enhance both in-classroom and distance learning. (More on that at a later time.) 

We are also capping classroom sizes to a smaller level than we would normally in order to make such things as social distancing more realistic. Because of this, the pre-school is at capacity with waiting lists except for one space for three-year olds as of this writing. We consider 1st, 2nd, 5th and the junior high grades as full and will not be accepting any further students in most of those grades except for exceptional circumstances such as Catholic families moving into the neighborhood or if a local Catholic school should shutter its doors.

Please keep our school and all of our students in your prayers! I SO look forward to seeing all of our students!

CITY MEETING
 
Earlier this week we had a meeting with a representative from the city to get us caught up on what is happening in the St. Sebastian neighborhood. A number of things have changed due to COVID and a concern about cuts in city funding, but other things are moving along. Here are some highlights from the meeting:

HAWKINS: Hawkins Avenue will be resurfaced from the circle south to the extent of the road. This is an ODOT project and is on schedule for the end of this month to early next month. The roads around St. Sebastian should only be affected for a couple of days. Plans were sent to the parish today to show that bike lanes will be painted onto the road by St. Sebastian Parish School in the hopes that narrowing the lanes will help slow and control traffic making the crosswalk safer.

MULL AVE: Due to funding concerns, this project from the circle to the far side of Schneider Park is being postponed for about 2 years.

PERKINS: This project will be moving forward soon. We should see ground breaking on the infrastructure late summer to early fall. Next year we should see the townhouses that will be going up along Mull Avenue. These owner homes (not rentals) will be in the $200K range.

TRIANGLE: The development of the triangle (where we tend to park) is still slated to be done and plans are being made, but the project itself will be postponed. They are trying to work with the parish to make the project amenable to everybody.

FIRE STATION: The new fire station to be built on North Hawkins has been postponed until more stable times. It appears that the residential tower that was slated to rise next to it has been cancelled.

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP: There are a couple of things that need attention in our neighborhood. You may have noticed a couple of serious potholes forming at the aprons of our church parking lot on Greenwood. Also, there are ornamental sign posts that have been knocked down for over a decade and their ugly stubs sticking up around the circle. There are two sign posts, a lamp post and also a stop sign that has simply been tied to a street sign. The circle is the entrance to West Akron and an important part of our parish neighborhood. It was recommended to us that we have parishioners contact Akron 311 to report these things so that they might be taken care of in a timelier manner. 

Firstly, on your computer go to Akron 311: https://311.akronohio.gov/csrsite/csr/eula
It will show you their disclaimer and the end of which it will ask you to “Agree and Proceed”.

On the next screen, click on “New Request”.

For the location, type in “337 S Hawkins Ave.” for the downed signs and “298 Greenwood Ave.” for the potholes and then click “NEXT”.

The next page will ask your for “TYPE”. For the signs, click on “Traffic signal/sign” or for the potholes click on “Streets/Roadways”.

There will be a number of prompts for what to do next. For example, it will ask, “What is the concern?” “Pothole repairs.” 

“How many are there?” “3”

“What is your direction of travel?” “North.”

“Which Lane?” “West.” 

“Enter additional information.” “This growing pothole is affecting traffic flow in and out of a church parking lot. It is becoming deep.”

Next screen will ask for your contact information so that they can keep you up to date on repairs. 

But you are not finished! Press submit and then, at the bottom of the screen, it will ask you if you are a robot. Take the little test, be approved and then submit!

You will receive a confirmation number so that you might be able to keep a tab on progress. This may seem like A LOT of work, time and trouble, but please consider doing it for the sake of our neighborhood! Thanks!

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep all of our sick and distressed in your prayers:

The Caufield Family, Regina Buhalak, Elizabeth Clark, Rita Cummings, Anthony D’Attoma, Gretchen & Steve Golnar, Carolyn Jeske, Kimberly Jesser, Kathy Johnson, Chuck Kastor, Stan Kennedy, Martin Kungle, Jean Labate, Don Matis, Betty O’Hara. Pamela Oliver, Keith Pecek, Sue Prexta, Frank and Nancy Ropchock, Cory Schulz, John Schultz, Marilyn Spallino, & Marie White.

 
God bless you,

Fr. Valencheck.

St. Sebastian, pray for us.

St. Mary, pray for us.

