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Angelus Letter

16 July 2020

Thursday of the Fifteenth Week in Ordinary Time

Our Lady of Mount Carmel

 
Dear Parish Family,

The Twelfth bishop of the Diocese of Cleveland was announced today on the feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel! At noon Rome time, Pope Francis named Bishop Edward C. Malesic, bishop of the Diocese of Greenburg, the next bishop of the diocese of Cleveland.

Just last night I was giving a talk and I was asked if I had heard anything about there being a new bishop named for our diocese. I responded that there hasn’t even been a hint of a rumor; quite an accomplishment for an organization that is about as good as keeping secrets as a rusty sieve is good for holding water. Yet, today we have a new bishop designate!

I have not met our new bishop and will let Google tell you more about him. You can read the Diocese of Cleveland official announcement here: https://www.dioceseofcleveland.org/about/our-bishops/bishop-malesic. His press conference that aired at 10AM this morning can be found here: https://www.dioceseofcleveland.org/news/2020/07/16/watch-press-conference-introducing-bishop-designate-edward-c-malesic-at-10am-on-july-16-2020. He will celebrate Mass today at noon at our Cathedral of St. John. You can watch it live-streamed.

Currently, he is considered the bishop designate. He will not become our ordinary for two months yet on the feast of the Triumph of the Cross. So, you will not be hearing his name in the canon at Mass although we will be praying for him.

In the meantime, please keep Fr. Oleksiak in your prayers. When Bishop Perez needed to leave us, Fr. Oleksiak was elected by the presbyterate to lead us until a new bishop is named. It was supposed to be a pretty simple job. Just sit in this chair and sign papers and don’t break anything. Then the whole world turned upside down and all heck broke loose and continued, he has two more months as our leader. I can’t imagine what agonies he has gone through as a temporary leader with limited power. He could also use your prayers and thanks.

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW FOR THIS WEEKEND
Friday            Mass                            8AM**                     Fr. Valencheck
                       Confessions               4 to 5PM**               
Saturday       Mass                            8AM**                      Fr. Valencheck
                       Confessions               9:30 to 10AM**
                       Vigil Mass                   4:30**                       Fr. Valencheck
Sunday          Mass                           9AM**                       Fr. Valencheck
                       Mass*                         11AM*                       Fr. Valencheck*
                       Mass                           1PM**                       Fr. Pfeiffer
 
Fr. Simone is on vacation.
*Mass is out of doors in the school courtyard weather permitting. Bring a lawn chair.
** Masks are required.
MASKS
You have been outstandingly kind in your passion about the controversy surrounding masks. For that I thank you. My current opinion on the matter concerns doing what I can in order to get the sacraments to as many people as possible. Creating a place that is open to as many people as we can legitimately and legally accommodate in order to allow the message and sacraments of Christ available to as many Sebastianites as we can, means making a lot of compromises which never makes everyone satisfied. In all of these, however, the directives of the state, the city and most importantly of the diocese have been strictly maintained and will be followed (which is a recipe for making no-one happy.) 

Only looking back at this time some day in the future will we know with absolute certainty what the correct course should have been. There is only one thing that I know for certain as the right thing to do today. It is to take our passion and stress on this topic and act with charity, hope and joy. If we cannot do that, then the mission of Christ has been lost and we offer nothing to the world.

And to be quite honest, charity, hope and joy is what I have observed here at the parish. I am fortunate to be able to serve as your pastor. Thank you again for all that you do.

Recently, the City of Akron has mandated masks be worn, except in limited circumstances. This ruling will stay in place independent of the mandate set by the state. It is true that both this ruling as well as the directives set by the Diocese of Cleveland offer significant exceptions for religious services among other reasons. For this reason, we are keeping our current policies in place although please realize that things could change. Here is a quick review:

At the 4:30 Mass, with permission from the diocese, there will be an absolute requirement for masks to be worn.
At all other Masses, please review the exceptions made by both the state and the city. If you fall under one or more of these exceptions and cannot wear a mask, please follow the parish protocols.

Please note that the ruling of the diocese is that nobody may be refused entrance to Mass (except the 4:30 vigil) because of not wearing a mask and that it is illegal to ask a person to tell you why they are not wearing one.

That being said, our bishop designate was seen wearing his mask at the press conference and said, “Wearing a mask is an act of charity to our neighbor.” So, if you are on the fence, I ask you to please wear one. If you encounter someone not wearing one, please be understanding. Know of my daily prayer for all of you and my appreciation for your passion towards our faith.

CANCELLED EVENTS:
 
JAZZ AND WINE FESTIVAL: This event was supposed to take place tonight. It is currently being postponed until a later date. Thank you to everyone working on this project.

THEOLOGY ON THE ROCKS: This event scheduled for this Monday, July 20 has been cancelled.

AKRON POPS CONCERT:  This coming Thursday the 23rd, the Akron Pops Orchestra was to perform an outdoor concert at St. Sebastian. It has been cancelled for this year.

 
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep all of our sick and distressed in your prayers:

The Caufield Family, Regina Buhlak, Elizabeth Clark, Rita Cummings, Anthony D’Attoma, Gretchen & Steve Golnar, Carolyn Jeske, Kimberly Jesser, Kathy Johnson, Stan Kennedy, Martin Kungle, Jean Labate, Don Matis, Pamela Oliver, Keith Pecek, Sue Prexta, Frank and Nancy Ropchock, Cory Schulz, John Schultz, Marilyn Spallino, & Marie White.

 
 
God bless you,

Fr. Valencheck.

St. Sebastian, pray for us.

Holy Mother, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, pray for us.

