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Angelus Letter

10 July 2020

Friday of the Fourteenth Week in Ordinary Time

 
Dear Parish Family,

Summit County, in which St. Sebastian Parish is located, has been recently designated as having a “Risk Level 3”, health threat triggering an automatic mandate for the wearing of facial coverings (masks). Apparently, there is a very high chance of exposure to COVID and the wearing of masks has been mandated to help curb the spread.

The sound of anguish that you might have heard yesterday echoing through this part of West Akron was probably me. It took only about 15 seconds after yesterday’s Angelus Letter was sent out to you for me to receive a text from our parish school principal Mr. Rohr that, (once again), everything has changed and any carefully developed plans we made were now somewhat useless. It reminds me of the quote by the Red Queen in Alice in Wonderland, “Now, here, you see, it takes all the running you can do, to keep in the same place. If you want to get somewhere else, you must run at least twice as fast as that!”

HOW WE ARRIVED AT WHAT WE ARE DOING
 
Immediately upon receiving this notification, which at first did not come with a lot of information, I was in contact with some of the local pastors and confirmation and directions were sought from the Diocese of Cleveland and we received immediate clarification and advice. The policy at St. Sebastian parish will follow the directives of the Diocese.

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW FOR THIS WEEKEND:
 
The response from the diocese was this: We are to follow the local mandates for our county. (The diocese is composed of 8 counties and they are not all under the same “threat level.”) For us, that means that masks will be required at all Masses and events at St. Sebastian Parish as is requested by our diocesan administrator.

That being said, there are legitimate exceptions to this directive that are included within the mandate. Please see the end of this letter for both the decree and the list of exceptions that are included. It is because of these exceptions the diocese said that nobody should be turned away from the sacraments because they are not wearing a mask even as we heavily emphasize the wearing of them. 

OUTDOOR MASS
 
The mandate for the outdoor Mass says that masks must be worn where a 6’ distance cannot be maintained between non-household members. Therefore, I highly recommend the wearing of the masks at the 11AM Sunday Mass in our school courtyard, but leave social distancing up to you.

WHAT WE ANTICIPATE DOING FOR THOSE WHO CAN’T WEAR MASKS
 
If someone comes to Mass without a mask, our first course of action is, with kindness and compassion, to remind our brothers and sisters about masks and, as far as we are able, to make them available. If a person cannot wear a mask because of the exceptions granted, we will have a small, designated area for such people in the church. As we cannot know a person’s reasons for not wearing a mask and it not being our responsibility to police or question, please be as kind and understanding as you can in these matters. This seems the best solution to following these tricky directives.

 
CHANGE IN HOW COMMUNION IS DISTRIBUTED
 
For those attending the ordinary form of the Mass, there will be a slight change in the Communion Rite, hopefully clearing up some difficulties we have been experiencing. Those who wish to receive on the tongue, please remain in your pew until there is a clear announcement from the celebrant indicating that those who wish to receive on the tongue may now come forward. Hopefully this will help remove some confusion.

 
REVISED SACRAMENTAL SCHEDULE
                       Friday           Mass                          8AM                         Fr. Valencheck
                                             Confessions             4 to 5PM**
                       Saturday       Mass                          8AM**                      Fr. Simone
                                             Confessions              9:30 to 10AM**
                                             Vigil Mass                  4:30**                       Fr. Valencheck
                       Sunday          Mass & Procession  9AM**                      Fr. Simone
                                              Mass*                        11AM*                      Fr. Valencheck*
                                              Mass                          1PM**                       Fr. Bede OSB
 
*Mass is out of doors in the school courtyard weather permitting. Bring a lawn chair.
** Mass masks are required.
MISSIONARY CANCELS VISIT TO ST. SEBASTIAN
 
As we were preparing this letter for you on Friday morning, we received a phone call from the priest who was to give the mission appeal this weekend. Upon discovering that Summit County has been declared “Level 3” and being man of years, he has regretfully cancelled his visit to St. Sebastian Parish. This means an updated Mass schedule (see above) and that Fr. Simone, Fr. Bede and I have to hop to it and develop homilies for you for the weekend!

 
CONCERT
 
There will be a concert this Sunday, July 12th from 5 to 6PM. This will be different and fun! It is just three drummers performing on their drum sets. It is entertaining to watch as they pass leads around and experiment with rhythms. Quite frankly, you could probably social distance about two blocks away and still fully enjoy this wonderful ruckus! Drummer Lawn Concert Sunday, July 12th from 5 to 6PM. Pack a picnic and enjoy. Thank you Lynn for pulling this together for us.

 
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep all of our sick and distressed in your prayers:

The Caufield Family, Regina Buhlak, Elizabeth Clark, Rita Cummings, Anthony D’Attoma, Gretchen & Steve Golnar, Carolyn Jeske, Kimberly Jesser, Kathy Johnson, Stan Kennedy, Martin Kungle, Jean Labate, Don Matis, Pamela Oliver, Keith Pecek, Sue Prexta, Frank and Nancy Ropchock, Cory Schulz, John Schultz, Marilyn Spallino, & Marie White.

 
God bless you,

Fr. Valencheck.

St. Sebastian, pray for us.

Holy Mother, pray for us.

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT MASKS:
The order requires people to wear facial coverings — masks — in any indoor location that is not a residence, including businesses, nonprofits, educational facilities and governmental facilities, though the order does not impact federal buildings.
People must also wear masks in outdoor settings where social distancing with people outside a household family is not possible. Additionally, masks are required when waiting for, riding, driving or operating public transportation or a ride-sharing service.
The order does not apply to jails or prison facilities.
Other exceptions exist for:
•           Those under 10 years of age;
•           Those with a medical condition, including a respiratory condition, mental health condition or disability that contraindicates wearing a mask;
•           Those communicating with someone who is hearing-impaired or has another disability where the ability to see the mouth is essential;
•           Those alone in an enclosed space, such as an office, that is not intended for use or access by the public;
•           Those actively engaged in exercise in a gym or indoor facility as long as social distancing is practiced;
•           Those actively participating in athletic practice, scrimmage or another competition sanctioned by the Department of Health;
•           Those engaged in public safety, such as law enforcement, firefighters or emergency medical personnel;
•           Those engaging in broadcast communications;
•           Those officiating a religious service;
•           Those seated in a restaurant or bar and actively consuming food or drinks;
•           Places where masks are prohibited by law or regulation;
•           Places where masks are in violation of documented industry standards;
•           places where masks are in violation of a business’s documented safety policies.
MESSAGE FROM SUMMIT COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH
July 9, 2020

SCPH Media Contact Phone Number: (330) 812-3700

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Summit County Becomes Risk Level 3/ Red, Triggering Mandatory Facial Coverings

[Akron, OH] –Summit County Public Health was alerted Thursday afternoon that Summit County has moved from Risk Level 2/ Orange into Risk Level 3/ Red in the Ohio Public Health Advisory System. The Level 3 Risk designation means that there is very high exposure and spread of Covid-19 in Summit County. Summit County residents are encouraged to limit activities as much as possible and to follow all current health orders.

Level 3 also mandates facial coverings be worn at all times. This includes when in any indoor location that is not a residence; Outdoors and unable to consistently maintain a distance of six feel or more from individuals who are not members of their household; waiting for, riding, driving or operating public transportation, a taxi, a private car service or ride sharing vehicle. This does not apply to vehicles engaged in direct travel through a county that does not stop in that county.

The requirement to wear a facial covering shall continue until Summit County is no longer designated at a level 3 in the Public Health Advisory System.

The Ohio Public Health Advisory System was established to increase the information available to Ohioans about Covid-19 risk at the county level. Seven indicators are analyzed to assess risk for each county. The indicators are as follows:

1.       New Cases Per Capita – Flagged if greater than 50 cases per 100,000 residents over the last two weeks.

2.       Sustained Increase in New Cases – Flagged if increasing trend of at least 5 days in overall cases by onset date.

3.       Proportion of Cases Not Congregate Cases – Flagged if proportion of cases that are not in a congregate setting goes over 50%.

4.       Sustained Increase in Emergency Room Visits – Flagged if increasing trend of at least 5 days in the number of visits to the emergency department with Covid-like illness or a diagnosis.

5.       Sustained Increase in Outpatient Visits - Flagged if increasing trend of at least 5 days in the number of people going to a health care provider with Covid symptoms who then receive a Covid confirmed or suspected diagnosis.

6.       Sustained Increase in New Covid-19 Hospital Admissions – Flagged if increasing trend of at least 5 days in the number of new hospitalizations due to Covid.

7.       Intensive Care Unit (ICU) Bed Occupancy – Flagged if percentage of occupied ICU beds in each region goes above 80% for at least three days in the last week.

  

Level 3 is reached when a county triggers 4-5 of the above indicators. The indicators triggered in Summit County are as follows:

1.       New Cases Per Capita

2.       Sustained Increase in New Cases

3.       Proportion of Cases Not Congregate Cases

4.       Sustained Increase in Outpatient

Residents should follow the recommended guidelines for Risk Level 3 to reduce the spread of COVID-19:

•                  Conduct a daily health/symptom self-evaluation and stay at home if symptomatic.

•                  Maintain social distancing of at least 6 feet from non-household members.

•                  Consider necessary travel only.

•                  Follow good hygiene standards, including:

•                  Wash hands frequently with soap and water for at least 20 seconds.

•                  Use hand sanitizer frequently.

•                  Avoid touching your face.

•                  Cover coughs or sneezes (e.g., into a tissue, or elbow).

•                  Symptom self-evaluation monitoring.

•                  Decrease in-person interactions with others.

•                  Limit attending gatherings of any number.

•                  Seek medical care as needed, but limit or avoid unnecessary visits to hospitals, nursing

homes, and residential care facilities to see others as much as possible.

For more information about the Ohio Public Health Advisory System, visit http://coronavirus.ohio.gov. For more information about the coronavirus situation in Summit County visit https://www.scph.org/covid-19.

If you have questions, call the COVID-19 Call Line (330) 926-5795.

The call line is open from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. M-F.

   
