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Angelus Letter

4 June 2020

Thursday of the Ninth Week in Ordinary Time

Dear Parish Family,

Tonight we have our eighth grade graduation.  Fortunately, this grade is one of our smaller classes so the logistics are such (immediate family only) that we will be able to give them the ceremony that they worked so diligently to earn.  All the more so this year!  Please say a prayer for our students, faculty and staff.

We had an outstanding academic year.  The careful planning and updating over the past decade (a lot of which I had to be talked into) really paid off this year.  The right people, good technical infrastructure and outstanding leadership prepared us about as well as we could be for this unforeseen situation.  I can’t imagine what it must be like for large school districts to have to respond to such a wide range of needs for their entire school system.  Having only to focus on St. Sebastian Parish School made it far easier for us to adapt and change as the situation warranted. Thank you to everybody, those in St. Sebastian’s employment, volunteers, benefactors, pray-ers, students and their families.  

To that end, I am happy to report that our enrollment is up for next year.  The numbers are net yet finalized but it looks as though we are looking forward to a bright year.  Exactly what it will look like is still yet to be determined.  I imagine that will become clearer soon.  St. Sebastian, pray for us!

NEWS FROM THE CHANCERY

It was certainly interesting hearing about the experiences that those at the Cathedral are having.  On top of COVID, they are also coping with the riots that were taking place in downtown Cleveland.  The priests who live at the Cathedral were under the general curfew and were not even able to venture out during the day and public Masses were again cancelled.  

The area where the Cathedral is located is called Cathedral Square and the diocese owns several structures in that area, some of which are not ecclesial buildings.  Apparently, cars in the parking deck were damaged and windows in some of our buildings were broken.  (I have been led to believe the cathedral itself is unmarred.)  Our diocesan administrator who was just supposed to fill-in for a little while until we are given a new bishop, found himself sweeping up glass and reassuring tenants and trying to be a good landlord.  (Poor guy!!!!)  

Yesterday he wrote a letter to the clergy but I thought it might be beneficial for you to read a portion:

Greetings!

Someone recently asked me, “What else could possibly happen during the interregnum?” The unexpected transfer of Bishop Perez, the COVID-19 pandemic, closing of churches, and now civil unrest, curfews, senseless violence, the taking of innocent lives is overwhelming. It baffles me that we, as a country are still steeped in racism and that violence seems to triumph over peaceful conversations and resolutions. 
As a Church and as individuals, I urge you to continue to pray for peace, calm and restoration of order. I urge you to pray for an end of hatred, violence and prejudice of any kind and for calm in our cities. Please add these intentions in your daily petitions at Mass and in your personal prayer. Relying on the intervention of the Holy Spirit, we pray for the return to mutual respect and the common good. 
The conclusion of Psalm 33 from today’s Morning Prayer spoke volumes to me: “May your love be upon us, O Lord, as we place all our hope in you.” During times of trouble and unrest, during periods of great stress and uncertainty, we remember the hope we have that springs forth from the suffering, death and resurrection of Jesus. He is our hope! He is our strength! He is the source of our courage to stand up to injustice and evil of every kind. The Lord himself told us that he would send us the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete, who would provide everything we need to face the enemy. I am confident that the Lord is true to his words. 
I am personally exhausted. Yet I get up each day, attend to the business of the day trusting in the presence of God and asking for the courage to stand tall and live my faith. I rely on the Lord and the prayers and support of all of you as we continue to do our best to be Church, seek holiness, work to eradicate the sin in our own lives as well as the sin and evil around us. 
Please know you remain in my daily prayers, especially during these unsettling times. May the God of Peace and the Lord of life fill you with every grace and blessing and be a great source of strength and courage as you continue to follow Him unreservedly to the Kingdom of God and the gift of eternal life.
WARNING…SCAM EMAILS
Throughout the Diocese there are scammers impersonating as priests and sending emails to parishioners.  They typically state something along the lines of, “I need a favor.  Please respond to this email as soon as you can.”  Responding sets your email up to always send your emails to them rather than to me.  Once again, I will never, ever send you a cryptic message.  I will not solicit funds through email.  If I need a favor, I will ask you directly and it will never involve asking you to purchase gift cards.  Please check the email addresses that you send to me.  Make sure they don’t include a “1” in the address or some such thing that is not part of my true address.  If something seems questionable and you want to make sure, please call the office.

RETURN OF PARISH OFFICE HOURS

Cathy Sivec asked me to include this in today’s letter:  “Please remind people in your letter that the parish office opens again this weekend. Saturdays 8:30AM-4:30PM and Sundays 8:30AM-1:00PM.”

THANK YOU!

There was a (ZOOM) Finance Council meeting this morning and it brought back to me once again just how fortunate we are and how grateful I most certainly am, for your generosity with your resources, volunteer hours, notes of support and your prayers.  Thank you!

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK

Please keep all of our sick and distressed in your prayers: 

The Caufield Family, Elizabeth Clark, Rita Cummings, Anthony D’Attoma, Gretchen & Steve Golnar, Carolyn Jeske, Kimberly Jesser, Stan Kennedy, Jean Labate, Don Matis, Mary Kay McCarron, Pamela Oliver, Keith Pecek, Sue Prexta, Frank and Nancy Ropchock, John Schultz, Marilyn Spallino, Ron Tedeschi, & Marie White.
God bless you,

Fr. Valencheck.

St. Sebastian, pray for us.

Holy Mother, pray for us.
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Glorious Saint Sebastian, you who had
great courage, help us to be winesses
of Jesus before this unbelieving world
as you have brought others to Chrit
Help us to have the love of neighbor
that you had and to give ou lives for
our brothers, even in difficulies and
dangers.

Help us to have faith i the pains of ife
as you endured cruel maryrdom.
Protect al soldies, miltary and police.
against every danger in their work.
Protect all nations against wars,
hunger and pestience.

Intercede for the grace that  need.

[Mention your ntention here...]
Amen.




