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Angelus Letter

25 June 2020

Thursday of the Twelfth Week in Ordinary Time

 
Dear Parish Family,

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW FOR THIS WEEKEND:
 
Corrected Sacramental Schedule:
                       Friday            Mass                           8AM                          Fr. Simone
                                              Confessions              4 to 5PM
                       Saturday        Mass                          8AM                          Fr. Valencheck
                                              Confessions             9:30 to 10AM
                                              Vigil Mass                  4:30                          Fr. Simone
                       Sunday          Mass & Procession   9AM                          Fr. Valencheck
                                              Mass*                         11AM*                      Fr. Simone
                                              Mass                           1PM                         Fr. Bede OSB
 
*Mass is outdoors in the school courtyard weather permitting.  Bring a lawn chair.            
 
DEACON TERRY
 
Thank you to everybody who wrote in to Deacon Terry. He had his surgery and it went well and he is recuperating at home with limited visitors. It is not too late to write to him if you want to send it through the rectory. Also, Deacon doesn’t have an email address, but if you want to send an email to the parish, church@stsebastian.org and we will make sure that a printed copy gets to him. We miss you Deacon Terry! (Boy do we!)

PORCH CONCERT
 
There will be a concert on the church plaza on Sunday, June 28th at 5PM. Bring chairs or a blanket, socially distance yourself and enjoy the outdoors and some music.

MASKS
 
Your support and cooperation has been greatly appreciated during this COVID season. In so many ways the parish really pulled together. Now that we know what we are doing, we will be better prepared if, God forbid, there should ever be another one.

That being said, perhaps the only major division through all of this has been over the wearing of masks. A few people have reached out to me representing both ends of the debate, so I thought it might be a good idea to share with you how our decision evolved at our parish.

The State of Ohio does not have any mask laws or regulations concerning houses of worship. They do however recommend the wearing of masks which do not prevent you from catching the virus but may help individuals from spreading it.
The Bishops of Ohio are the ruling body presently concerning the wearing of masks at Mass. They have come down strongly with the definitive statement of being a bit wishy-washy. They highly recommend the wearing of masks for the above reason but do not require it. Although some pastors are taking an individual stand, officially no one is to be denied entrance to the church simply because they are not wearing a mask.

So there you have it. The authority and direction I am given is a bit like fighting the wind with a feather. (That is, not much.) I do know that some people in the parish would feel more comfortable at Mass if more people wore masks. So, I can humbly ask you, especially if you are on the fence about it and don’t mind either way, to consider wearing a mask, at least at the indoor Masses, especially if you are at a well-attended Mass, and in particular if you are in closer proximity to somebody.

You will notice that those in the sanctuary don masks when distributing Communion. Everyone on the altar currently serving as ministers at Mass live, eat and recreate together and there is a limiting of people in the sacristy before and after Mass as well as social distancing taking place. Further, we do not process through the church. So, the need for masks is small but I write this to you so that you will know that we do take precautions including the regular cleansing of hands during the Mass (most notably before Communion), but have chosen to not make a big show of it so that it does not interfere with the Rite.

We are trying to accommodate as many people and preferences as possible. Remember, when you come to Mass, the center pews are marked off every other one. The side pews are marked off every third. There is an outdoor Mass at 11:00AM on Sundays in the school courtyard (weather permitting) at which you can greatly increase social distancing, and the Bishops of Ohio have still not reinstated the obligation to attend Mass so you can decide to stay at home and watch the live stream. 

As you can tell, nobody is declaring that it is absolutely safe to come to Mass. The whole point of sheltering was so that we would flatten the curve.  As the state opens, there is a chance of sickness returning. Please be smart. Wash your hands. Observe safe distancing and by all means, if you are unwell (even if it isn’t COVID - for then you are likely more susceptible) please refrain from attending Mass.

MEN’S BREAKFAST
 
Men, consider joining us this Saturday, June 27 @ 8:45AM for the return of the St. Sebastian Men’s Breakfast Club in Zwisler Hall.

THEOLOGY ON THE ROCKS
 
Did you miss the last TOR and wish you could at least hear it (or any of them for that matter)? Then you are in luck. Here is the link to listen to them: https://stjudesolutions.com/theology_on_the_rocks/index.html. Thank you Wayne Johnson!

NEW PAINTING
 
A new painting (which did not cost the parish) was commissioned and is now displayed in the church. (It is thankfully smaller than the massive painting we have had commissioned over the past few years.) Here is the description:

Saint Sebastian
Patron Saint in Time of Pandemic
Hope - A first glance at this painting may be unpleasant or even shocking. There are no warm hues or verdant flora. The tree to which he is bound is dramatically twisted and dead. Even Sebastian himself is not depicted as the elegant and ideal youth, limbs elegantly stretched out, almost seeming to fall into a slumber. This Sebastian is awkwardly and uncomfortably depicted against the stark background. He appears cold and vulnerable with all of the discomfiture and self-consciences associated with the human body in distress, not unlike the shocking depiction of Jesus of John Paul II’s crosier. 

And yet, despite all of the harsh realities of what Sebastian is experiencing, there are signs of hope that increase as one’s focus is drawn toward the center of the painting. First, there are fifteen arrows that painfully pierce his body. The number 15 is the Biblical number for rest. With Christ, he can sing, “The strife is o'er, the battle done; the victory of life is won; the song of triumph has begun. Alleluia!” (Or so it seems, because we know the story continues!)

Despite the setting of the sun in the background, a light illumines Sebastian from the heavens, giving us the only hint of warmth. He looks up into the light as St. Stephen did at his martyrdom (Acts 7:55). That light is reflected in his halo as his great sacrifice reflects that of his Savior. Even his face seems to be registering something greater is beginning even as his body appears to fail.

In the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus tells us to, “Fear no one . . . do not be afraid of those who can kill the body but cannot kill the soul.” This should be true of all of life. We are not only free from fear at the hands of men, but we are not to fear even death itself. God alone is to be feared because with his permission alone can body and soul be sent to ruination. We have been saved.

In this way, the painting becomes a sign of hope for us during time of sickness and pandemic. We are not free from fear of sickness, but we are free from fear of death. Again, in Matthew, Jesus asks, “Are not two sparrows sold for a small coin? Yet not one of them falls to the ground without your Father’s knowledge. Even all the hairs of your head are counted. So do not be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows.” You are known and loved by your Father down to the very fibers of your being. So even if you should face an evil that does destruction to the body, your Father will catch you and bring you to safety and life.

We ask you to hear us, O God, our only salvation! And through the intercession of the glorious and Blessed Virgin Mary, of Your blessed martyr, Saint Sebastian and of all the saints, deliver Your people from our current health threat, and restore our confidence by the outpouring of Thy Divine Mercy.
 
 
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep all of our sick and distressed in your prayers:

The Caufield Family, Regina Buhlak, Elizabeth Clark, Rita Cummings, Anthony D’Attoma, Gretchen & Steve Golnar, Carolyn Jeske, Kimberly Jesser, Kathy Johnson, Stan Kennedy, Martin Kungle, Jean Labate, Don Matis, Mary Kay McCarron, Pamela Oliver, Keith Pecek, Sue Prexta, Frank and Nancy Ropchock, Cory Schultz, John Schultz, Marilyn Spallino, and Marie White.

 
 
God bless you,

Fr. Valencheck.

St. Sebastian, pray for us.

Holy Mother, pray for us.

