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Angelus Letter

5 May 2020

Tuesday of the Fourth Week of Easter

Dear Parish Family,

There is some activity going on in the St. Sebastian neighborhood.  The Dominion Energy employees working on the gas lines along Elmdale have returned to their work.  The road is restricted to one lane and a lot of disruption is going on.  I guess if we have to have a pandemic, it worked out that construction took place during this time and we didn’t have to fight traffic issues.

Chester and I went for a walk on the Perkins property yesterday.  There were a couple of trucks with drilling rigs hard at work.  Exactly what their missions is I do not know.  (If you know, write in and I’ll share the news.)  It was the first real work, other than stakes popping up here and there from time to time, that I’ve seen since the school was torn down.

IN THE RECTORY

Today is my day to clean.  We are restricting who can come into the rectory during this time so we’ve taken to doing laundry and bathroom scrubbing ourselves.  Although today is Fr. Anthony’s day away, he did the kind deed of emptying the dishwasher and cleaning pots and pans left over from yesterday’s Baconmas celebration.

After Mass, we had a virtual Foundation meeting.  The question was raised as to how serious we are about continuing with the live-streaming of Mass after the Stay at Home mandate is lifted.  It was overwhelmingly positive, although I understand the fear of Catholics replacing attendance at Mass with watching it on their computer.  But I also think anybody the least bit serious about their faith would not do this without serious reason.    

We have dubbed the fund for this project the “St. Gabriel Fund.”  If you would like to know more about it, contact Kathy Holaday at HoladayK@stsebastian.org or by calling the parish at (330) 836-2233.  

FROM THE MAILBAG:

Q. Non-parishioners watching Mass Sunday inquired as to why the Flag of St. George was on the altar.  My recollection was that it was symbolic of victory over death.  Was this correct?

A. It is partially correct.  It isn’t the flag of St. George (though I can see why that was thought.)  It comes from Emperor Constantine.  He saw the image in the sky and heard a voice that said, “In this sign, you will conquer.”  So, he had the symbol put on - well - everything, converted to Christianity (a wise move if he wanted to stay in power since so many of his subjects were converting) and so the image became a symbol of victory in Christ.  After this time, artists used it to symbolize, as you stated, the victory of Christ over the grave.

ESSAY WINNERS!

We held a little contest asking our school children to write something about what they are experiencing during this time of home learning.  There were three age groups for our parish school students and three age groups for our PSR and home-school students. For the next several days we will be attaching to this letter the winner of each category.

Today we attach the winner of the 3-5 category!  Congratulations to Elena Salisbury, Class of 2023!  Sending a prayer your way.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK

New to our sick list: Saida Cherif and Debbie Cherif,
Please keep these persons and all of our sick and distressed in your prayers: 

Katy Carris, Elizabeth Clark, Rita Cummings, Anthony D’Attoma, Gretchen & Steve Golnar, Stan Kennedy, Mary Kay McCarron, Jill Morganwick, Kathleen O’Hearn, Pamela Oliver, Sue Prexta, Frances Sawaya, John Schultz, Don Snyder, Marilyn Spallino, Ron Tedeschi, & Marie White.

 

God bless you,

Fr. Valencheck.

St. Sebastian, pray for us.

Holy Mother, pray for us.

[image: image2.png]| have been doing a lot to practice my faith during these difficult times.
I've been listening to the morning prayers every day. | pray every night to
stay in touch with God and practice my faith. Staying in touch with God is
very important, especially during these hard times. I've been trying my
hardest during Distance Learning and being my best self. My family and |
watch the online Church to stay faithful. | miss going to mass as a group

and | can’t wait to go back to school!

From: Elena Salisbury





