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Angelus Letter

4 May 2020

Monday of the Fourth Week of Easter

Baconmas Day

Dear Parish Family,

A month ago, it was thought that today was to be our first day to hold public Masses once again.  As we have since found out, our fasting from the sacraments will continue for another month.  We were planning for your return today but now are going back to the drawing board to (hopefully) find more creative ways to help you stay in contact and to help nourish your faith life.  Please keep your parish and our efforts in your prayers.

ESSAY WINNERS!

We held a little contest asking our school children to write something about what they are experiencing during this time of home learning.  There were three age groups for our parish school students and three age groups for our PSR and home-school students. For the next several days we will be attaching to this letter the winner of each category.

Today we attach the winner of the K-2 parish school category!  Notice that Graham drew a picture of St. Sebastian!  Awesome!  Thank you Graham and congratulations.  I hope you have a great day.  Sending a prayer your way.

TODAY IS BACONMAS DAY

If you need something to lift your spirits, today is Baconmas Day.  It is a day to celebrate our salvation particularly by celebrating the Eucharist and confession, to offer prayers of thanksgiving for all of the good things that God has given us, to gather together and eat different dishes of bacon.  

Scriptural underpinnings:  On the fourth Monday of Easter, the first reading at the Mass is about a vision that St. Peter had in Joppa where not only are all things that God has made declared clean, but that salvation is opened up to all.  (Acts 11:1-18)

Theological significance:  For the first time, outreach to the gentiles is taken up by St. Peter, the visible head of the Church, and is no longer just this odd, side thing that St. Paul is doing.  Not only has the Church become truly Catholic (that is, universal) but now all of creation is declared good.  This is an idea not shared by most faiths and not even among all Christians.  But all of creation (including you) is declared good and intended for good and, when we sin, we can be restored to goodness again - that we are all called to be saints.

Ways to celebrate:  When possible, attend the sacraments of our salvation especially Mass and confession.  It is also a great day to review all of the blessings in your life and to offer prayers of thanksgiving.

Also important on this day is to gather (when possible) with those you love with general merry making and a meal of bacon prepared in different ways.  The reason for this is that, up and until this time, pork was declared an unclean food but with this vision of St. Peter, all of God’s creation is declared clean and good for eating (in responsible portions.)  Like eating blackberries on Michaelmas Day or oplatki on Christmas, the eating of bacon points toward the greater truth of this feast day: that you were chosen to be part of the Body of Christ and recognizing the intended goodness in yourself and of your brothers and sisters in Christ, that we are wildly loved by God and that all of creation is good.

While not strictly necessary, the meal is generally to be held in the evening by candlelight since it was a vision that St. Peter had in a dream.

The host or main cook of the Baconmas feast is called the Baconista.

Although the day is to be one of celebration, the feast is NOT to become a bacchanal.  Prayer is to remain part of the day.  A general calling to mind of all the things for which each person is grateful is a noble practice.

IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER:  Part of the fun of being Catholic is knowing the difference between an indelicacy and an indecency.  As Hiliare Belloc said, “Where ‘ere the Catholic sun doth shine, there will be laughter and good wine.”

Prayer:

O Lord,

creator and ruler of all creation,


when You gave St. Peter his vision in Joppa


and declared all of your creation clean,


You helped us see all of Your creation


as a wonderful gift of your love



and an aid to our salvation.

On (this) Baconmas Day

we recall how very blessed we are


to be chosen as Your sons and daughters


and included in the One Body of Christ.

Help us to remain true to our calling to be saints;

to live a sacramental life;


and to appreciate all people as an image of Christ.

Baconmas Day Carols:
GOOD ST. PETER
(To the tune of Good King Wenceslaus) 
Good St. Peter’s had a sight


on a Joppa rooftop

when the cloth revealed aright


the Creator’s workshop

Take and slaughter; all is clean


and is good for eating

No man is too lost or mean


on this bacon evening!

Bring me bacon; bring me wine


Gather all His people

Let us pray and let us dine


‘Neath the church’s steeple

Page and monarch all are called


let His grace none bypass

Our redemption to recall


on this bacon day Mass.

I SAW A CLOTH COME FLOATING DOWN

Traditional Baconmas Day Carol

(To the tune of “I Saw Three Ships Come Sailing In)

Peter (solo)

I saw a cloth come floating down,


come floating down, come floating down

I saw a cloth come floating down


in Joppa dreams in the evening.

All

And what was it that you did see


that you did see (etc.)


in Joppa dreams in the evening?

Peter

I saw arrayed all God’s great beasts


all God’s great beasts . . .


in Joppa dreams in the evening.

All

And what did God say unto you


say onto you . . . 


In Joppa dreams in the evening?

Peter

Take now and eat for all is clean


for all is clean . . .


In Joppa dreams in the evening.

All

And did you eat of that great feast?


of that great feast . . .


In Joppa dreams in the evening?

Peter

Not I (stomps foot), said I, for it’s profane!


for (stomps) it’s profane . . .


In Joppa dreams in the evening!

All

Do (clap) not call vile what I have made


what (clap) I have made . . . 


In (clap) Joppa dreams in the evening.

Peter

Then all is good and all are saved! (on the word “saved” all clap and shout, “Yes!”)


and all are saved


in Joppa dreams in the evening.

All & Peter

So shout “Huzza!” and celebrate


and celebrate and celebrate . . .


for we are saved this evening. 

MORE VOLUNTEERS WANTED:

SPRAY & PRAY:  This would involve about a half hour of your day at 11 o’clock.  Now that we will have an additional month under the mandates that the church must be cleaned daily in order for the doors to remain open, it would be awesome to get some assistance for our volunteers who have been working hard every day to sanitize our church.  Just show up at 11AM.  Please consider coming in and help us keep our doors open for prayer.
PHONE CALLS:  We will begin a new round of calling parishioners to make sure that everybody is doing well.  If you helped make calls last time and would like to again, or if you would like to volunteer this time, please contact Cathy Sivec in the rectory office at (330) 836-2233 or email her at SivecC@stsebastian.org.  Those who called last time reported a very positive experience citing how much they enjoyed the conversations that 

they had with their fellow parishioners.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK

Mildred Poole of our parish passed away.  Please keep her and her family in your prayers.  Current plans are to have a Mass for her in June.  Eternal rest grant unto her O Lord.

Please keep these persons and all of our sick and distressed in your prayers: 

Katy Carris, Elizabeth Clark, Rita Cummings, Anthony D’Attoma, Gretchen & Steve Golnar, Stan Kennedy, Mary Kay McCarron, Jill Morganwick, Kathleen O’Hearn, Pamela Oliver, Sue Prexta, Frances Sawaya, John Schultz, Erica Smith, Don Snyder, Marilyn Spallino, Ron Tedeschi, & Marie White.
 

God bless you,

Fr. Valencheck.

St. Sebastian, pray for us.

Holy Mother, pray for us.
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