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Angelus Letter

23 May 2020

Saturday of the Sixth Week of Easter

2 DAYS UNTIL OUR FIRST PUBLIC MASS

8 DAYS UNTIL OUR FIRST SUNDAY MASS

Dear Parish Family,

This is the last Angelus Letter that you will receive before we begin public Masses again.  Here are some things that you may want to know:

LIVE-STREAM MASSES THIS WEEKEND:


9AM
Fr. Simone


10AM
Fr. Valencheck


11AM
(Extraordinary Form) Fr. Bede OSB

NO ANGELUS LETTERS UNTIL TUESDAY:  In addition to Sunday, there will also not be an Angelus Letter on Monday.  You would be surprised how much work and how many people it takes to get this out to you and since the staff has Monday off, I figure any real news can wait until Tuesday.  I hope.

OFFICES CLOSED ON MONDAY:  All of your parish offices will be closed on Monday in observance of Memorial Day.

MASS ON MONDAY WILL BE AT 9AM:  Please note: As is our custom on bank holidays, Mass will at 9AM on Memorial Day. 

NOT ALL PARISHES OPENING:  Because of the stringent rules for the opening of church buildings and the age of some of our clergy, there are a number of parishes that are not opening yet.  If you plan on going elsewhere, you might want to call ahead or check their website to make sure that the parish is indeed opening its doors to the public.  Many Protestant churches in our area are also waiting to open their doors.  In order for us to open, we are jumping through many hoops and asking you to observe everything listed in yesterday’s letter.  Here is an abbreviated reminder of some things to keep in mind:

What is asked of you:

· Please do not come if you are in any way ill, especially with a temperature &/or coughing.
· Observe the highest level of hygiene.
· Although we will try to offer assistance to achieve this, individuals will have to self-monitor and a keep a 6 foot distance between them and non-family members.
· There will be no missalettes, so if you need one, bring your own or use your phone.
· Our Ohio bishops have asked those attending mass to wear masks.
What to expect that is different when you arrive:

· Only the Mull Avenue doors and the north-east doors will be open for gaining entrance to the church.  This is so we can have plenty of hand sanitizer and masks available in one place, limit where ushers need to be, and be able to handle seating and crowd size if necessary.

· There will be non-returnable disposable and reusable masks available for those who forget, thanks to donors and to the sewing committee.  Thanks!

· The holy water fonts are to remain empty at this time.

· For weekday Mass, the side pews will be roped off.  We have a lot of Masses coming up and this will assist us in keeping up with cleaning that is requested of us and keep some wear and tear of the finish on the pews down.  These can be opened if we have a large mass attendance.
· Two out of three pews in the church will be roped off to assist with keeping a 6 foot distance.

· Floors will be marked to assist you in keeping 6 foot distance during processing and such.

· There will only be one bathroom available. 

· The cry room will be closed (and is being used for storage).
AROUND THE PARISH GROUNDS TODAY

Thank you to the volunteer grounds crew who showed up today to plant flowers so that we might have a beautified campus for our return to public Mass!  Thank you to those who have been putting in many hours of difficult work to wire up the church for a permanent live-streaming set-up!  The cutting garden and school garden is also being roped back into shape although we still expect some more gas line digging in the cutting garden though I do not know when.

SOME DEFINITIVE NEWS ON THE PASSING OF MONSIGNOR ZWISLER

Here is some news from someone who was there!  Julie Censky Randal (Class of  1952) wrote in to say, “I am attaching information regarding Msgr. Zwisler that came from Frank Cook who was an Associate Pastor at St. Sebastian 1968-1973.  Hope this is helpful to you.”  Here is an excerpt from that letter:

“Monsignor died in the hospital in the middle of the night. I had seen him at the hospital the night before. I believe I was the last person to visit him before he died. As usual, I gave him my blessing in English and then I knelt down so that he could give me a "real blessing" in Latin.  This is the way I left him whenever I visited him.
“In the middle of the night, I received a telephone call from a nurse at St. Thomas Hospital. I received the call because I was on call that night. After identifying herself, she proceeded to tell me that "Monsignor is gone, and..."  I interrupted her by asking her "What do you mean by 'gone'" (I was thinking that maybe Monsignor had called himself a cab and left the hospital on his own).  She then said, in answer to my question, "He has passed."  I then asked her, "Is he dead?"  She answered, "Yes."  (I wanted to be sure of the facts before waking Father Byrider, the Pastor, in the middle of the night, to give him the news that Monsignor had died.)”
Thank you so much to everybody who dug to find out this piece of our parish history.
LAST NOTES
I think between yesterday’s letter and this one, you have everything  you need to see you through until Tuesday’s letter.  Mass on Tuesday will be at the usual time of 8AM.
On a side note, I had most of my ordination class over to St. Sebastian yesterday for a celebratory dinner.  Marcy Smith and Terry Tolson cooked up a feast and Fr. Simone and the seminarians helped clean up!  That was a wonderful gift.
We walked through the church and compared notes about how we are going to open our churches and then walked the grounds.  We are extremely competitive and so it meant a lot that they complimented extensively our buildings and grounds.  It was my joy to tell them that it was mostly you, our volunteers who take care of most things around here.  Hats off also to our staff who do such a marvelous job.  I think Monsignor would still be proud of his parish.  Majorum Dei Gloriam!
ST. SEBASTIAN PRINTS

Eric Armusik, who painted the St. Sebastian we have been using with the prayer below, painted another St. Sebastian to serve as a type of Prayer of Intercession against the pandemic, a thing with which our patron saint St. Sebastian is typically invoked to assist.  The small painting will reside at St. Sebastian Parish and prints are being made available for those who wish them.  All proceeds from the prints will be divided between the food pantry in Hamburg, PA (the hometown of the artist which was hit pretty hard) and our own St. Vincent de Paul Society.  If you are interested, take a look here: https://www.armusik.com/religious-art-for-sale-art-prints.  There are other prints  of his religious paintings, though the St. Sebastian print is the only one that benefits these charities.  

T-SHIRTS FOR ST. SEBASTIAN

T-shirts are available from The Social Dept.  This t-shirt company is owned and operated by fellow parishioners Andy and Christy Taray. If you want to find a way to give some encouragement, as well as engage in some evangelization, take a look at these “St. Sebastian Strong” T-shirts.  Where do we find our strength?  Through our faith?  Where is the center of our community of faith?  St. Sebastian Parish church.  Find out more about ordering these t-shirt at:  https://www.thesocialdept.com/products/st-sebastian-strong.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK

Please keep all of our sick and distressed in your prayers: 

The Caufield Family, Elizabeth Clark, Rita Cummings, Anthony D’Attoma, Gretchen & Steve Golnar, Carolyn Jeske, Kimberly Jesser, Stan Kennedy, Jean Labate, Don Matis, Mary Kay McCarron, Pamela Oliver, Keith Pecek, Sue Prexta, Frank and Nancy Ropchock, John Schultz, Marilyn Spallino, Ron Tedeschi, & Marie White.
God bless you,

Fr. Valencheck.

St. Sebastian, pray for us.

Holy Mother, pray for us.
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Protector Against the Plague

Glorious Saint Sebastian, you who had
great courage, help us to be winesses
of Jesus before this unbelieving world
as you have brought others to Chrit
Help us to have the love of neighbor
that you had and to give ou lives for
our brothers, even in difficulies and
dangers.

Help us to have faith i the pains of ife
as you endured cruel maryrdom.
Protect al soldies, miltary and police.
against every danger in their work.
Protect all nations against wars,
hunger and pestience.

Intercede for the grace that  need.

[Mention your ntention here...]
Amen.






