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Angelus Letter

8 April 2020

WEDNESDAY of HOLY WEEK

Dear Parish Family,

You were probably awakened last night by the storm that blew through Akron.  My phone is more afraid of thunder than Chester (my dog) and it startled me out of my slumber by crying out, “TORNADO WARNING!  SEEK SHELTER NOW!”  If you missed the lightening, it was incredible!  In Exodus it talks about Moses going up on the mountain to speak with God and there was a black cloud and lightening and God’s voice like thunder!  What a thing to be thinking about at midnight.  So, a pandemic, a storm, a tornado and a power outage all during Holy Week.  Makes you wonder if God isn’t trying to get our attention.

It is morning now and the power is on but all around us people are without electricity.  I ran into some parishioners walking their dog this morning and it appears quite a bit of people in the neighborhood are without power.  We could hear someone’s generator running and they said they think it was T. B.  Is that you?  As far as we can tell, the only damage around the parish grounds are branches down and in most cases, there is no internet service.  Crazy!

On the up-side, Cathy Sivec was going to work from home today and Jennifer Jones was going to handle your calls, but since they don’t have electricity, they are both in the office today!

QUIZ

You spend a lot of time in St. Sebastian Parish Church.  How well do you think that you know it?  Here is a little quiz for you.  Answers are at the end of this letter.

Soft Ball

1. How many pillars are there on the front of the building at the main doors?

2. How many sanctuary candles are there (the red globed candles)?

3. How many tabernacles (used or not) are there in the church?

Hard Ball

4. What is different about the Mary and Joseph statues than all the other statues?

5. How many statues are in the main body of the church?

6. What statue is in the cry room?

Minor League

7. How many confessionals are there (used or not)?

8. How many steps are there from the main floor to the sanctuary?

9. How many steps from the sanctuary to the high altar?

10. How many green pillars are there in the church?

Major League 

11. What is the bronze figure on the front of the high altar?

12. What are the flags on either side of the choir loft?

13. Excluding the guardian angels over all the doors, how many depictions of angels are in the church?  (This includes even partial depictions such as a tip of a wing.)

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

Wednesday of Holy Week

            8AM    Livestream Mass - Fr. S

            5PM    Flower Pick Up in brick parking lot

Remember:

· If you have not already paid, have your payment in your trunk.  NO CHANGE GIVEN.
· Do not get out of your car.

· Have a sheet of paper with your name or order number on it.

· When it is your turn, pull up and pop your trunk and show your paper through your window

· When your order is compete your trunk will be closed.

Maundy Thursday

            7PM    Livestream - Mass of the Lord’s Supper - Fr. S

· Make sure that you print your worship aid.

Good Friday

            3PM    Livestream - Fr. V

· Make sure that you print your worship aid.

Holy Saturday

            1PM    Blessing of the Foods (in parking lot - remain in your cars) - Fr. V

· Pull in to the church parking lot rain or shine!

· DO NOT GET OUT OF YOUR CAR

· A blessing will go through car windows!

            8PM    Easter Vigil - Fr. V

· Make sure that you print your worship aid.

· Have your candle (and matches) ready.

· If you have bells to ring during the Gloria, have them ready.

                                    

Easter Sunday

            9AM    Livestream Mass - Fr. S

· Make sure that you print your worship aid.

            11AM  EXTRAORDINARY FORM Livestream Mass - Fr. Bede OSB

Worship Aids:  Ian is finalizing our worship aids to help you participate particularly during the Triduum and they should be posted on our website shortly.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK

The internet was down so there are no new names today though a former member of the parish (who moved away) called and said that they miscarried and will be burying their child on Saturday.  Please say a prayer for them.

Also, hospitals and nursing homes will not allow us to enter.  Hospitals in our area HAVE a priest there to anoint those there with the Coronavirus.  We have prayers for you to say for the sick and dying that were sent out before.  Send an email to church@stsebastian.org if you would like another copy.  (Nobody keeps them in mind until they need it!)  

These are the names that we received who gave permission to publicly list them in this letter as persons needing your prayers.  They are not all of the sick of the parish (some did not want their names mentioned) and it should not be assumed that any one of them have COVID-19.  Please keep these persons and all of our sick and distressed in your prayers.

Kathleen O’Hearn, Harry Schwab, John Schultz, Tim and Linda Beringer, Elizabeth Clark, Pamela Oliver, Marilyn Spallino, Ron Tedeschi, Colleen Trhlik, Don, Jill, Mark.

God bless,

Fr. Valencheck.

St. Sebastian, pray for us.

Holy Mother, pray for us.

ANSWERS TO QUIZ

14. There are two pillars on the St. Sebastian church facade.  (1 point)

15. There are two, one red candle (which tells us Jesus is present in the tabernacle) on each side of the sanctuary.  (1 point)  Give yourself an extra point if you know that they have been temporarily removed from the church to be re-plated and that there is a white candle there now.

16. Three.  The main tabernacle (still in use), one under St. Mary (typically still used on Maundy Thursday, but, sadly, not this year) and one under St. Joseph that we use as an ambry, the place we keep our holy oils.

17. Most of our statues are stained wood, Jesus and Mary are gold-leafed.  (2 points)

18. Fourteen!  8 side altars, one in each corner and Mary and Joseph.  (2 points)

19. St. Gerard, patron saint of mothers.  (2 points)

20. Four, although one is currently used for storage.  (3 points)

21. Five, for the five wounds of Christ.  (3 points)

22. Three, for the three theological virtues and the Trinity.  (3 points)

23. Twelve, a number that represents the Church (you.)  (3 points)

24. A Lamb (Jesus) sitting on the book of seven seals from Revelation.  (4 points)

25. Facing the choir loft, the one on the left is the flag of the Diocese of Cleveland and the one on the right is the St. Sebastian Parish flag.  (4 points)

26. Thirty three!  One for every year of Jesus’ life on earth.  And that doesn’t count all of the guardian angels!  Our church may seem plain but it isn’t!  We are a church of angles!  (5 points)
0 to 2 points:  Get to confession!

3 to 5 points:   Pew warmer!

6 to 10 points: Bet I recognize you at Mass.

11 to 15 points: Bet you have what you consider “your pew” at Mass.

16 to 21 points: Are you a founding member or the architect?!

22 to 29 points: You are a mystic!

29 to 34 points: Look out heaven!  Here comes a saint!

