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Angelus Letter

3 April 2020

FRIDAY of the FIFTH WEEK OF LENT

Dear Parish Family,

This coming Sunday is Palm Sunday or Passion Sunday.  Live-streamed Mass from St. Sebastian will be at 9AM.  To help you participate, a worship aid, prepared by our intern (everybody should have an intern - they are great) Ian Kelly, will be available on our website https://www.stsebastian.org/news/palm-sunday-worship-aid.  Michelle Huber, our marketing director writes, “I have it listed on the church landing page under Recent Updates (scroll down to bottom left on the landing page). People can print it out or pull it up on a device during Mass and follow along.”  It contains your part in the Gospel account of the crucifixion so have it handy.  Fr. Simone will be having a second Mass at 11AM,  but only the homily will be live-streamed so look for that about quarter past the hour.  Here is the address at which you may watch: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0FM4PBnZG--2iVayQrFQ9w?app=desktop
Blessed palms will be available on from 10AM to 5PM on Sunday and from 9AM to noon on Monday.  Here is a review from yesterday’s letter concerning the distribution of palms:

“Please be assured that every reasonable precaution is being taken and is in compliance with the Diocese of Cleveland and the CDC.  There will be three tables spread well apart in the parking lot.  Only a limited number of branches will be put out at a time.  The branches will be handled by persons wearing plastic gloves.  They will be available over two days so that it will not be necessary for anyone to come rushing over at any particular time.  And remember to please use social distancing and refrain from picking up your palms if you are ill.  I imagine that there will be some left over after all is said and done and you can always pick them up later.”

CONCERT NEWS

I am very excited to report that Lynn has had over 300 views of her concert so far!  Unfortunately, we were experiencing Wi-Fi outages all morning.  It was nerve racking!  It would be up for five minutes and then down for twenty.  It finally kicked in permanently around ten minutes after noon.  This is why you join the concert mid-song on our parish’s YouTube channel.  The concert will be up in its entirety, where you find our podcasts (homilies) the next time the site is updated.

FINAL NOTICE ON PHONE CALLS

As far as we know, we have completed contacting everyone in the parish and updating our census.  If you have not received a phone call (or a message) that means we either don’t have your current contact information or you are not registered.  Please call Cathy Sivec in the parish front office if you have not been contacted at (330) 836-2233 or church@stsebastian.org.  

PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL

Yesterday I told you I would provide you more information concerning the virtual Parish Finance Council meeting.  The purpose of the meeting was to get a handle on how the parish was doing, assess our needs, and set a course for weathering this unexpected storm.

I want to share with you our stated goal, which is to cut down on expenses and to curb spending so that we can be sure meet future obligations.  Your parish is healthy today thanks to your continued tithing as well as an increase in the number of parishioners opting to take advantage of the on-line giving, plus the gifts and donations received by the parish that were either earlier than usual or donated as a special one time gift. We understand that, particularly these wonderful gifts, are indeed one-time events that need to last us, in some cases, for the rest of the unspecified time of “Stay at Home” and in other cases, the rest of our fiscal year.  

We are fortunate to have Mike Zimmerman on board as our new facilities manager.  Already he has found ways to help us make due with (comparatively) inexpensive but temporary repairs to equipment that would normally be earmarked for replacing.  He has also refocused the work of his crew so that they remain busy.

One of those tasks is preparing the classrooms for renovations.  We have funds that have been donated to the parish primarily through our Spectacular fundraiser.  Where some might think it wise to hold on to these funds for other emergency purposes, that would be illegal.  The funds were donated for the specified purpose of classroom renovations and to use them for any other reason constitutes a serious violation of the law.  

To do the complete renovation of the classrooms that we had intended to do would have involved dipping onto parish savings.  So what we have decided to do is cut back on the extent of the renovations planned for the time being and only go forward with those aspects that can be covered by the restricted funds.  If you would like more information on this, please contact Milissa Smith our parish business manager by calling (330) 836-2233.

I have been asked to restate how those, who do not wish to change over to giving online, could still turn in their envelopes.  Checks may be mailed to the parish at 476 Mull Avenue, Akron, Ohio 44320 or envelopes may be turned in to the rectory office during office hours Monday through Friday.  There is also a small “Key Drop” slot located just to the right of the rectory front door at the bottom of the steps that has been in use for those who wish to donate after hours or who wish to strictly observe social distancing.  

SCHOOL NEWS

I grew up in a time when it was much more common to have a stay at home mom.  Not that my mother had lots of time on her hands.  She volunteered quite a bit, for example, at the school or the food pantry and our home parish.  But if I was sick, these were things she could easily pull out of to tend the home fires as it were.  

Today it is more typical that both parents work and have full days with many more pressing obligations.  Then, out of nowhere, the additional task of caring for and playing a more vital role in the education of your children has suddenly made its appearance.  Then, after the initial shock of this transition, is the realization that this is going to continue for some indefinite spell.  I just want you to know that I and those who work at the school are cognizant of these struggles.

It might be easy to assume that this is an easy time for Mr. Rohr and our faculty with the student body at home, but it is anything but.  Their hours and workload has greatly increased.  Thrown out are their plans for the year and an entirely new way of teaching must be developed.  They are employing techniques of crisis teaching, for which they were not trained in college but must learn through distance learning even as they continue to find creative ways to teach!  Please keep our faculty in your prayers.  We have amazing and talented teachers who have been achieving outstanding results in the education of our children.  Thank you St. Sebastian faculty!

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK

These are the names that we received who gave permission to publicly list them in this letter as persons needing your prayers.  They are not all of the sick of the parish (some did not want their names mentioned) and it should not be assumed that any one of them have COVID-19.  Please keep these persons and all of our sick and distressed in your prayers.

Tim and Linda Beringer, Elizabeth Clark, Pamela Oliver, Marilyn Spallino, Ron Tedeschi, Colleen Trhlik, Don, Jill, Mark.

God bless,

Fr. Valencheck.

St. Sebastian, pray for us.

Holy Mother, pray for us.
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Glorious Saint Sebastian, you who had
great courage, help us to be winesses
of Jesus before this unbelieving world
as you have brought others to Chrit
Help us to have the love of neighbor
that you had and to give ou lives for
our brothers, even in difficulies and
dangers.

Help us to have faith i the pains of ife
as you endured cruel maryrdom.
Protect al soldies, miltary and police.
against every danger in their work.
Protect all nations against wars,
hunger and pestience.

Intercede for the grace that  need.

[Mention your ntention here...]
Amen.




