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Angelus Letter

24 April 2020

Friday of the Second Week of Easter

Dear Parish Family,

I made a mistake in my letter yesterday.  The extraordinary form of the Mass will be celebrated at 11AM, not 1PM.  I was asleep at the keyboard when I typed that.  Fr. Bede OSB is coming up to Akron to have this Mass.

SUNDAY MASS TIMES

If you want to live-stream this Sunday Masses, as opposed to watching them later after the fact, please note the Mass times:

            
            9AM   Fr. Valencheck

            10AM Fr. Simone

            11AM Extraordinary Form (Latin) Fr. Bede OSB

Research and discussions continue on the topic of our recording & broadcasting plans and equipment.  If you are interested in supporting the long-term viability of this project, please contact Kathy Holaday in the Foundation Office (330-803-0667 or holadayk@stsebastian.org).

GET OUTSIDE

Even when we have extra time, it is kind of wasted in this time of Stay at Home.  One can only be entertained so much by electronics, and the household will only put up with so much accordion practicing.  It is going to be a beautiful day out today.  If you need a destination and something to do, take the exterior tour of the parish grounds that is both educational (some of the symbolism of the buildings is explained as well as a little parish history) and fun (find Sebastian’s paw prints in the cement and ring the old steeple bell.)  Find it HERE:  https://www.stsebastian.org/church/art-architectural-tour
PIANO

When we posted our Theology on the Rocks, I said, “Kids, take piano lessons.  Even if you hate it, you’ll appreciate it later.  You will always have friends and be able to earn a few bucks on the weekends.”  A parishioner wrote in to say that they have a piano for someone if they want to pick it up.  Any takers?

NEWS FROM THE OHIO BISHOPS

Supposedly today the bishops of Ohio will be make a decision about what is coming up for us.  Please say a prayer for them and for the Church in Ohio!  Hopefully they will meet, the priests will receive an email, and I will write to you tomorrow.  (That is the working plan.)

EARTH DAY

I have a love/hate relationship with Earth Day, which I forgot was celebrated.  The “love it” part stems from the idea of taking care of the gifts God gave us.  “Tis a nasty bird that fowls its own nest,” and all that.  On the other hand, there are ways of marking this day that are not helpful.  I remember one Earth Day in seminary when the powers that be decided that it would be a good idea to have an outdoor Mass.  So we lugged all this furniture outside.  It turned out to be a blustery day and guys had to be assigned to hold the altar cloths down.  Black leaves drying out after being snowed under for so long were caught up in the wind and landing on the altar.  Hilarity ensued as we looked up at the bell tower and thought, “As great as nature is, there is a reason we built churches.  Even squirrels don’t have their young in the middle of highways but where they will be safe.”
Well, anyway, I’ve pulled off some pretty big disasters in my own day so I should be careful.  They tend to surface when pointing the finger at someone else.  And it’s not like I haven’t celebrated Polka Masses at fairgrounds or have contemplated doing so recently if it means you will come to Mass.

But I digress.  Chris Payne of St. Sebastian and a biology professor at Malone University in Canton (transferring to Franciscan U in Steubenville in the fall) has written an Earth Day reflection to share with his protestant colleagues at Malone, but thought that maybe it was something that could be shared with you too “to help brighten some people's days and remind them there's still a beautiful world out there.”  You can find it on Adam’s Ale today HERE: https://clevelandpriest.blogspot.com
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK

Please keep these persons and all of our sick and distressed in your prayers:  Tim & Linda Beringer, Elizabeth Clark, Cyndy Cook, Rita Cummings, Anthony D’Attoma, Gretchen & Steve Golnar, Stan Kennedy, Mary Kay McCarron, Raymond McCarron, Shawn McCarron, Jill Morganwick, Kathleen O’Hearn, Pamela Oliver, Frances Sawaya, John Schultz, Harry Schwab, Don Snyder, Marilyn Spallino, Ron Tedeschi, & Marie White.

 

God bless you,

Fr. Valencheck.

St. Sebastian, pray for us.

Holy Mother, pray for us.

