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Angelus Letter

23 April 2020

Thursday of the Second Week of Easter

Saint George

Saint Adalbert

Dear Parish Family,

You were heard loudly and clearly!  And in true St. Sebastian tradition, it was not a matter of just sending in (your very valued) opinions, you backed them up with offers of resources and volunteer hours!  So the plan at present time is to continue live-streaming even after the mandates restricting the Mass have been lifted.  What exactly that will look like I do not know.  Perhaps there will just be one weekend Mass, but there have also been requests for the streaming of daily Mass for those unable to attend because of their work schedules and such.  More definite decisions will be made as things evolve.  One thing we will need is a clever architect or interior designer who can help us make our cameras somewhat invisible or at least not obnoxiously present.  Any ideas?

In general, people sited shut-ins, either themselves or others who are unable to make it to Mass and how streaming brought them comfort.  Another person told us how, at one time, they were home recovering from surgery and would have loved to have the Mass to watch.  Angela wrote in to say that we don’t know that something like this might not happen again and we might as well have things in place just in case, which makes sense since we’ve come so far into the project already.  And Ian Kelly had the idea that we could also record weddings using this technology.  

The last piece that needs to go into place is copyright permissions and finding out how much that would cost.  Lynn Steward, our Director of Music, is looking into this because there are additional fees for live-streaming beyond what we already pay for the music.  But all in all, we seem to be on our way!

SOME IMPORTANT LIVE-STREAMING NEWS

SUNDAY MASS TIMES:  If you want to live-stream this Sunday’s Masses (as opposed to watching them later after the fact,) please note the Mass times:


9AM
Fr. Valencheck


10AM
Fr. Simone


1PM
Extraordinary Form (Latin) Fr. Bede OSB

LATE POSTINGS:   For some reason, that we cannot completely figure out, occasionally, after having successfully live-streamed, the recording does not appear for a spell on our parish’s YouTube page.  However, if it had been able to be posted (say on my Facebook page) then you can click on and still watch it.  (A few years ago, I would have had no idea what any of that meant.)  Of course, today there were no problems.  But if there are issues in the future, you might want to bear this in mind.

HOW TO FIND OUR YOUTUBE PAGE:  I received a phone call yesterday that a couple people were having difficulties finding our parish’s YouTube page.  If you type “St. Sebastian Parish Akron YouTube” in your search engine, it comes up.  If it would help, hold on to this letter and just click on this link:  https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0FM4PBnZG--2iVayQrFQ9w
THE MEASURE OF THINGS

Here is a quiz about your parish to help entertain you for a few minutes:

1. Our ceiling is made up of a bunch of coffered squares.  How big do you think those squares are? 




A) 4’




B) 4.5”




C) 5’




D) 6’

2. Would you guess that the cross on top of the tabernacle is shorter, taller, or the same height as     Daniel Radcliffe (who played Harry Potter?)

3. How tall is the bell tower?




A) 5 stories




B) 8 stories




C) 10 stories

4. How tall is the cross on the top of the tower?




A) Shorter than the cross on the tabernacle?




B) Roughly as tall as the cross on the tabernacle?




C) Taller than the cross on the tabernacle?

5. How long is our main aisle?




A) Just about the length of two bowling lanes end to end.




B) About as long as a semi-trailer truck.




C) It is as long as the Leaning Tower of Pisa is tall.

6. How many square feet of building do we have, not including Forest Lodge?




A) About 5 Olympic sized pools?




B) About 1.5 football fields?




C) The size of a city block in Manhattan?

7. How many light fixtures are there on our campus?




A) About 1,000




B) About 2,000




C) About 3,000

8. How many sinks, not including the science lab?




A) About 75




B) About 85




C) About 95

9. How many toilets?




A) About 65




B) About 85




C) About 105

ANSWERS
10. They are about 6’ square.  To give you an idea of size, I am a little over 6’ tall.

11. At 5.5’, they are about the same height!

12. If one were to estimate a story at about 14’ and count to the top of the cross, it would about 8 stories tall.

13. It is much taller at 11’.

14. Unglamorously, it is almost as long as two bowling alley lanes.  That is why our brides look so winded by the time they reach the sanctuary.

15. We have about one and a half football fields that need to be mopped or swept regularly!

16. There are about 3,000 light fixtures to maintain made easier now with the advent and installation of LED lights.

17. There about 75 sinks that need to be cleaned and make sure that there is soap and towels nearby.

18. There are about 86 toilets, not all of which need rolls of toilet paper nearby but most of them do.  This is why we buy in bulk!

Thank you to Elizabeth Murphy and her team that made many of these measurements for us!

ST. GEORGE

Here is some completely useless information for you:  When a priest is ordained, it is a tradition that he takes on a name, a patron saint to intercede for him in his ministry, not unlike Confirmation.  It isn’t all that common anymore but some of us still do it.  (I won’t turn down any help!)  I chose St. George.  He is the namesake of the parish and the municipality in Slovenia from which my Valencheck (Valencic) side of the family came: Sveti Jurij.  The rectory was built to have 10 bedrooms (some turned in to other purposes now) and telling people which room to go to was sometimes confusing, so when Fr. Pfeiffer was still a parochial vicar here, we named all the rooms to make them easier to locate, which was less utilitarian that just numbering them.  My room is the St. George Room.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK

Please keep these persons and all of our sick and distressed in your prayers:  Tim & Linda Beringer, Elizabeth Clark, Cyndy Cook, Rita Cummings, Anthony D’Attoma, Gretchen & Steve Golnar, Stan Kennedy, Mary Kay McCarron, Raymond McCarron, Shawn McCarron, Jill Morganwick, Kathleen O’Hearn, Pamela Oliver, Frances Sawaya, John Schultz, Harry Schwab, Marilyn Spallino, Don Snyder, Ron Tedeschi, & Marie White.

 

God bless you,

Fr. Valencheck.

St. Sebastian, pray for us.

Holy Mother, pray for us.

St. George, pray for us.

St. Adalbert, pray for us.

