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Angelus Letter

21 April 2020

Tuesday of the Second Week of Easter

St. Anselm

Dear Parish Family,

Last night we had Theology on the Rocks live-streamed from the Rectory.  It was a lot of fun and though we reached more viewers than we normally would have, I prefer to see you in person.  If you would like some “behind the scenes” pictures and story, check out Adam’s Ale today: https://clevelandpriest.blogspot.com.  A special shout out to our seminarians who worked hard on this production and stayed up late reassembling the rectory (and doing a pretty good job of it.)  You can find it HERE:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6vzDzRZbRpU
NOTES FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIOCESAN ADMINISTRATOR

We received some communication from the diocese late in the evening yesterday and have been asked to share the information with our parishioners.  There are a few things that you might find interesting and helpful.

Firstly is that the Bishops of Ohio will be strategizing with one another this coming Friday in anticipation of the (hopefully soon) executive order to return to work, school and worship while maintaining distancing and other possible stipulations.  To quote, “We anticipate that this will be a multi-phased process and we anticipate the bishops will remain in agreement to comply with the governor’s plan across the state.”

Next, the diocesan education office is putting together a plan to help our diocesan schools with enrollment, retention and teacher contracts.  (I feel another webinar coming on.)  It has been noted in other communications that a number of schools that were already struggling will not open again in the fall.  The financial strain caused by recent events being too extensive for them to see it through.  

This is normally the time of year for priest transfers.  All transfers are on hold until public celebrations of the Mass return.

Once we know for sure what is involved with the Governor’s executive orders and the bishops’ response, there will be new dates announced for the currently postponed priestly and diaconate ordinations, Jubilee celebrations, and when those priests who are eligible to retire will be allowed to step down from their administrative duties.

On a similar note, just about everything said on the diocesan level can be mirrored at your parish.  When we know what we can do, then we will start diligently working on when and how and getting the news out to you as quickly as we can!

THANKS

Every day there are reasons that I should be thanking people around here and I almost hate to do it because there are so many to remember that I’m afraid at any given moment I’ll forget someone.  But here’s a shout out to the donor who offered to help cover the cost of live-streaming.  The reason live-streaming is as good as it is, is because of the generosity of our parishioner and other generous Catholics.  

NEEDED:  This was sent in from the Sewing Brigade: “Please ask if anyone has any cotton material that could be donated for the sewing Brigade.  They could also use elastic that is 3/8" or narrower.  Please drop off at the rectory office.”

NEEDED:  Finding regular ushers is like pulling teeth!  Even if you can just volunteer for “some of the time” rather than “always,” we need you!  Please call Cathy Sivec at (330) 836-2233 in our rectory office.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK

Please keep these persons and all of our sick and distressed in your prayers:  Tim & Linda Beringer, Elizabeth Clark, Cyndy Cook, Rita Cummings, Anthony D’Attoma, Gretchen & Steve Golnar, Stan Kennedy, Mary Kay McCarron, Raymond McCarron, Shawn McCarron, Jill Morganwick, Kathleen O’Hearn, Pamela Oliver, Frances Sawaya, John Schultz, Harry Schwab, Marilyn Spallino, Don Snyder, Ron Tedeschi, & Marie White.

 

God bless you,

Fr. Valencheck.

St. Sebastian, pray for us.

Holy Mother, pray for us.

St. Anselm, pray for us.

P.S. Below is the prayer that was sent to us from Eric Armusik who painted the picture with it which hangs in the church during the month of January.  If you want a more involved prayer, Hallie Wolff of our parish, who often puts together novenas for us, assembled this novena to St. Sebastian for the Stop of Contagious Diseases that the men of the Men’s Breakfast have been praying.  Thank you!
[image: image2.jpg]Novena to St. Sebastian,
Protector Against the Plague

Glorious Saint Sebastian, you who had
great courage, help us to be winesses
of Jesus before this unbelieving world
as you have brought others to Chrit
Help us to have the love of neighbor
that you had and to give ou lives for
our brothers, even in difficulies and
dangers.

Help us to have faith i the pains of ife
as you endured cruel maryrdom.
Protect al soldies, miltary and police.
against every danger in their work.
Protect all nations against wars,
hunger and pestience.

Intercede for the grace that  need.

[Mention your ntention here...]
Amen.




Daily Prayer: 
St. Sebastian, steadfast soldier for Christ, we look to your intercession to help all those affected by the spread of contagious diseases. As we fight against an invisible enemy, help us to reach out in our communities to support one another in this battle. When frustration and discouragement threaten to overtake us, pray we may resist the temptation to give in and stay strong as you remained strong and faithful to Christ. Pray, St. Sebastian that we remember we are not alone in our struggles, Our Lord promised to be with us even to the end of time. 

[Recite the prayer for the specific day] 
O Glorious St. Sebastian, faithful follower of Jesus Christ, to you do we raise our hearts and hands and implore your powerful intercession in obtaining from God the Father, all the
helps and graces necessary for our spiritual and temporal welfare, and for protection against contagious disease. O special guardian from diseases and accidents, we are confident that your intercession on our behalf will be graciously heard before the throne of God. Amen.* 
Eternal Father, hear the cries of your children and send down your Divine Mercy on us. May we learn to shelter in the place of Your Divine Love, which knows no bounds. 
St. Sebastian, faithful soldier of Christ, pray for us! 
St. Michael the archangel, protect us!
Holy Mary, Mother of our Hope, pray for us! May God watch over our souls, Amen. 
*Prayer to St. Sebastian for the stop of contagious diseases 
Day 1:
St. Sebastian, pray today for our leaders. May God guide our civic leaders to act with prudence and discretion as they lead us in this battle with limited resources against an unseen enemy. Ask our Lord to bestow on them the wisdom to put aside grandstanding partisan politics and instead, focus on doing what is right to lead us out of the pandemic. By your intercession, let the Holy Spirit pour out special graces to our bishops, priests, and deacons who are physically separated from their flocks; let these good shepherds find ways to continue to lead souls yearning for God in His Sacraments. 
Day 2:
St. Sebastian, pray today for all people who have the infectious disease and their family members. If it be our Lord’s will, let those who are ill be restored to health. Let those whose expire be graced with a happy death and be welcomed into the heavenly kingdom. May family members feel the consolation of our Lord as they anxiously care for their loved ones stricken with this disease. 
Day 3:
St. Sebastian, pray today for all healthcare workers on the front lines of the pandemic. These doctors, nurses, and healthcare providers selflessly put themselves in harm’s way to care for those stricken with contagious disease. Pray, St. Sebastian, they are granted the graces they need to bravely face this invisible enemy and prevail against the despair it brings in its wake. St. Sebastian, you never gave into the forces that tried to destroy you; intercede for those on the front lines to remain resolute in their hope of defeating this invisible enemy. 
Day 4:
St. Sebastian, pray today for all workers in the critical supply chain. Our success over this invisible enemy relies on these men and women working in grocery stores, shipping agencies, restaurants, farms, cleaning services and other supply chains to keep essential businesses open. Pray for them St. Sebastian that they are kept safe from harm and the stress of working out in public. May our Lord protect them from the spread of contagious disease as they go about their ordinary jobs upon which we all rely. 
Day 5:
St. Sebastian, pray today for all students, their parents, and teachers. Thrust out of their routine, they are forced take on new roles and employ new strategies for instructing; let the power of their creativity be unleashed to overcome the difficulties as teachers grapple with continuing to educate their students remotely and parents do their best to teach. Let peace prevail over their frustrations and difficulties. 
Day 6:
St. Sebastian, pray today for all people out of work and facing economic hardship. In order to keep the invisible enemy at bay, many are asked to stay at home and are finding themselves unable to work. Chari- ties that helped those in need are now stretched thin to help the many facing economic hardship. May those who are able to give, continue to generously support 

charities so many can be helped in these hard economic times. 
Day 7:
St. Sebastian, pray today for all businesses affected by the spread of the virus. As businesses closedown to keep people safe, pray the Holy Spirit will grant consolation to the workers and business owners. May business leaders make prudent choices that will protect their workers from the spread of the virus as we battle the spread of this infectious disease. 
Day 8:
St. Sebastian, pray today for anyone isolated by the virus. Let those who face the loneliness of quarantine find consolation from our Lord in this time of uncertainty. May God inspire those who are able to utilize their time and talents to bring comfort to their isolated brothers and sisters in Christ. We are all in this battle together and must do all we can to support one an- other just as you, St. Sebastian, supported the early Christians around you. 
Day 9:
St. Sebastian, pray today for the protection of expectant mothers and their unborn babies. Uncertainty and fear wait in the shadows of the joy new life brings to the world. Now with the threat of infectious disease all around, expectant mothers face an increased risk to their health and that of their child. We implore you, St. Sebastian, to intercede for their protection and safety. 
Written by Hallie R. Wolff; inspired by the Holy Spirit with the intercession of St. Therese of Lisieux.

