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Angelus Letter

2 April 2020

THURSDAY of the FIFTH WEEK OF LENT

Saint Francis of Paola

Dear Parish Family,

Remember that there is a live-streaming concert today a little after noon!  Lynn Steward will be at the keyboard of our lovely pipe organ.  Find the livestream at our parish’s YouTube channel.  

Here is the address: https://m.youtube.com/channel/UC0FM4PBnZG--2iVayQrFQ9w
PHONE CALLS

Today should complete our attempt to call every household in the parish.  Thank you to our volunteers.  They reported that they probably “got more out of it” than the people receiving the calls!  If our “Stay at Home” mandate stays in place, we may have a second go at it.  We have also been able to update our census quite a bit so that was another benefit coming out of this challenging time.

If you have not received a phone call from the parish this most likely means that we either do not have your current phone number (even if you updated it at the school) or that you are not registered.  You can remedy either of these situations by calling Cathy Sivec in the parish office at (330) 836-2233.

FR. KARG

Fr. William Karg, pastor emeritus of St. Sebastian, was the 4th pastor of our parish, from 1995 through 2008.  He is currently living at Francesca House in Highland Square.  Both his ability to speak and write have greatly deteriorated.  This must be a particular hardship during this time when visitations are greatly restricted.  We thought that it might be nice to send him some encouragement from the parish.

Would you please consider sending a quick (or long) email to him at church@stsebstian.org?  Please put “To Father Karg” in the subject line.  Cathy Sivec will collect them over the next couple of days and we will make sure that they get to him.  

PALM BRANCHES

There has been some concern expressed about the distribution of Palm Branches this coming Sunday.  Please be assured that every reasonable precaution is being taken and is in compliance with the Diocese of Cleveland and the CDC.  There will be three tables well spread apart in the parking lot.  Only a limited number of branches will be put out at a time.  The branches will be handled by persons wearing plastic gloves.  They will be available over two days so that it will not be necessary for anyone to come rushing at any particular time.  And as we always caution during this time, please remember social distancing and refrain from picking up your palms if you are ill.  I imagine that there will be some left over after all is said and done and you can always pick them up later.

Consider a craft project for the palms and place them on your front door for Palm Sunday.  Maybe you have real palms.  Maybe you make them out of construction paper.  Maybe they can be drawn and colored in.  But by displaying them, you give glory to God, celebrate the day, and show support to your fellow St. Sebastianites.  

PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL

Parish Finance Council met (virtually) today.  The number of online givers has risen approximately 14% since the onset of the COVID-19 threat.  Thank you so much for your concern for your parish.  I will report a little bit more on the meeting tomorrow. If you are interested in signing up for online giving, please visit our parish website and follow the link to our online giving portal, www.stsebastian.org/donate.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND FOR MASS INTENTIONS

Your priests have been bringing all of your intentions that you send in to the Mass as well as our private prayers.  If you want your prayers for the sick to be publicly known, please include this sentiment in your message.  Cathy Sivec will collect the names to be published in this letter.  For those who do not want their names publicly shared, we will continue to remember your prayers just the same.

God bless,

Fr. Valencheck.

St. Sebastian, pray for us.

Holy Mother, pray for us.

St. Francis of Paola, pray for us.
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Protector Against the Plague

Glorious Saint Sebastian, you who had
great courage, help us to be winesses
of Jesus before this unbelieving world
as you have brought others to Chrit
Help us to have the love of neighbor
that you had and to give ou lives for
our brothers, even in difficulies and
dangers.

Help us to have faith i the pains of ife
as you endured cruel maryrdom.
Protect al soldies, miltary and police.
against every danger in their work.
Protect all nations against wars,
hunger and pestience.

Intercede for the grace that  need.

[Mention your ntention here...]
Amen.




