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Angelus Letter

10 April 2020

TRIDUUM

GOOD FRIDAY

Dear Parish Family,

Greetings to you on this solemn day.  My hope is that you are able to keep your mind and heart in the spirit of things.  It seems like Old Nick is trying everything in his bag of trickery to mar this Holy Week celebration.  Christ’s entire mission was to, “make us one in Him” and to heal our relationship with the Father through Him in the power of the Holy Spirit.  We do this largely through gathering together and celebrating the sacraments.  And what is the one thing we cannot do now?  That!

So far we have had a worldwide pandemic, governmental calls to “Stay Home,” terrible storms, knocked out power, rain, snow, hail, a tornado, power outages, computer malfunctions, Wi-Fi disruptions (multiple times,) and a myriad of other small things.  Not over the decade, not over the year, but ALL DURING THIS HOLIEST WEEK OF THE YEAR!  When I woke up this morning and saw snow on my window (after wearing shorts last week) all I could do was laugh.

Last night, our Mass was live-streamed without sound.  (Ugh!)  We did absolutely nothing differently than any other time, although I have been assured that everything has been checked, double checked, and triple checked and we should be fine for the rest of the Triduum.

Part of me wants to tell you the story of last night (because you don’t know the half of it,) but perhaps it is too soon and this letter will be long enough already.  I am sure it will be part of a homily just around the corner.

THINGS TO KNOW FOR GOOD FRIDAY

Family Stations of the Cross:  Believe it or not, the tradition continues!  On our Parish’s YouTube Channel TODAY you WILL find the Family Stations of the Cross.  How did this happen?  Let me tell you!

Yesterday I received this text from one of our parishioners, Tony Burgoyne, which stated in part,

“A group of families recently (filmed) Family Stations of the Cross.  (My family) was originally planning on leading it on Good Friday, but given the circumstances, found another, virtual path to honor Him.”

Awesome!  Thank you on behalf of the whole parish who will benefit!  Do you see why I love being pastor of this parish?  Take THAT Old Nick!  

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE

Good Friday

            Family Stations of the Cross, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iduRT83rZok          

3PM
The Lord’s Passion - Fr. V

· Make sure that you print your worship aid.

Holy Saturday


1PM
Blessing of the Foods (in parking lot - remain in your cars) - Fr. V

· Pull in to the church parking lot rain or shine!

· DO NOT GET OUT OF YOUR CAR

· A blessing will go through car windows!


8PM
Easter Vigil - Fr. V

· Make sure that you print your worship aid.

· Have your candle (and matches) ready.

· If you have bells to ring during the Gloria, have them ready.

Easter Sunday


9AM
Easter Mass - Fr. S

· Make sure that you print your worship aid.


11AM
EXTRAORDINARY FORM Livestream Mass - Fr. Bede OSB

WORSHIP AIDS

Our seminarian intern, Ian Kelly, has prepared worship aid for you for the rest of this week.  They may be found HERE: https://www.stsebastian.org/church/easter-worship-aids.

Michelle Huber explains another way to get to the worship aids from our website:  To get to our website, visit www.stsebastian.org and at the top choose Church (your options are Church, School, Foundation, Academy), then choose Worship (your options are About, Worship, Ministries, Faith Formation, Sacraments or Groups) and a drop down box will appear and choose Easter Worship Aids.

SUGGESTIONS FOR THINGS TO DO TODAY

· Watch the Family Stations of the Cross on our Parish YouTube channel.

· Make a copy of your worship aid (see above) so that you may participate in the reading of the Passion and to have the Spiritual Communion Prayer ready.

· Have a Cross available at home for adoration.

· Watch the Good Friday service today.  Our livestream is at 3PM but you can watch it later if need be.

· If you do visit the church today (AFTER the 3PM service), the Cross will be there for adoration until evening as will the Passion clock.

OFFICES CLOSING EARLY TODAY

As is our custom, the rectory offices will close at noon today.  They will not open again until Tuesday of Easter Week.  As always, Fr. Simone will be manning the emergency line and messages will be checked on the office phones several times each day.

BLESSING OF THE FOODS

In my entire life I have never missed a Blessing of the Foods and I do not intend to do so now.  The Blessing of the Foods will take place on Holy Saturday at 1PM.  If you decide to come, park in the church parking lot with your basket and do not get out of your car or roll down your window!  God, Who is all powerful, can make his blessing pass through your windshield.  For my part, I am toying with the idea of blessing you from the roof of the church.  (HA!)  Perhaps we can get the sound system from Theology on Tap/Rocks to help out.  (These last things are maybes.)

If you want to know more about the Blessing of the Foods, go HERE: https://clevelandpriest.blogspot.com/search?q=blessing+of+the+foods
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK

Please keep these persons and all of our sick and distressed in your prayers.

Kathleen O’Hearn, Harry Schwab, John Schultz, Tim and Linda Beringer, Elizabeth Clark, Pamela Oliver, Marilyn Spallino, Ron Tedeschi, Colleen Trhlik, Don, Jill, Mark.

FOR THOSE LIVING IN THE IMMEDIATE NEIGHBORHOOD 

Here are some things to listen for at Easter.  During the Easter vigil we ring the steeple bells during the consecration.  (We might do it on Easter Day this year if we can coordinate the manpower.  It seems extra appropriate!)  Also, one of our parishioners asked if she could play an Easter Hymn on her trumpet from our church steps between Masses on Sunday morning to announce the Resurrection of Our Lord.  I was thrilled!  So listen for it (if we are not in the middle of a volcanic eruption during an ice storm.  (Too soon?)
God bless you,

Fr. Valencheck.

St. Sebastian, pray for us.

Holy Mother, pray for us.

