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Angelus Letter

1 April 2021

Maundy Thursday

LETTER #113
Dear Parish Family,

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW FOR THE TRIDUUM
Please pay special attention to the times as they differ from our typical weekly schedule
Maundy Thursday Mass at 7PM* with Fr. Valencheck
Friday - No morning Mass
Good Friday Family Stations at Noon*
Passion Service at 3PM* with Fr. Simone
 
Saturday - No Morning Mass                     
Blessing of Foods at 1PM*
Easter Vigil at 8:30PM* with Fr. Valencheck
 
Easter Sunday Mass at 9AM* with Fr. Simone
Easter Sunday Mass at 11AM* with Fr. Valencheck
Easter Sunday Extraordinary Form Mass at 1PM* with Fr. Justin OSB
                       
* Masks are required.
 
TRIDUUM
 

The word “Triduum” comes from the Latin for “three” and “days.” The Triduum is our three-day celebration of the life, death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is not three separate celebrations, but one, long, three-day celebration. Note that the Maundy Thursday Mass will not end with a closing prayer and closing blessing. Good Friday will seem to start out of nowhere and simply end similarly. Holy Saturday will begin out on the plaza of the church with the blessing of the fire and it will all finally come to an end with the final blessing at the end of the night. In between, we are called to carry out the celebration as best we can through prayer, fasting and almsgiving. Then on Easter Sunday, we are called to celebrate!

 

One of the events at which you might participate is our annual Blessing of the Foods. It will take place on Holy Saturday at 1 o’clock in the afternoon. It only lasts about fifteen to twenty minutes but is a nice way to help tie the whole Triduum and Easter Sunday together. If you have never been to a Blessing of the Foods before, here is a link to an explanation:

 

BLESSING OF THE FOODS: clevelandpriest.blogspot.com/2008/03/and-you-thought-grace-that-aunt-matilda.html
 
ADORATION AFTER MAUNDY THURSDAY MASS: There will be adoration of the Blessed Sacrament after the Maundy Thursday 7PM Mass until 10PM.

 

GOOD FRIDAY PRAYER TIME: The Church will be open for prayer and meditation all day Friday. 

 
NO PALMS FOR PALM SUNDAY
 
We were thirty minutes away from not having palms for Palm Sunday. If everything seemed fine to you last weekend (not including COVID details) thank Karen Spangler. On Friday night we received notification that the flight carrying our (and many other parish’s) palms was delayed. But not to worry! They would be in Akron on Saturday. And they were. Only they were undeliverable.

They arrived at the UPS warehouse, but UPS does not deliver on the weekend! They promised us that they would be delivered first thing Monday morning! But that would be about as useful as a life preserver in a house fire. So, Fr. Anthony and I went about the task of calling area parishes who did receive their palms to see if we could “borrow” a sleeve or two. St. Hilary gave us enough to make the altar decorations (which were lovely by the way). Everybody else was concerned that they had “just enough.” Finally, Fr. Orndorf at St. Joseph Parish in Cuyahoga Falls said that we could have some of his. We would have to ration, but we would make it through. (We were seriously considering going down by the swampy land on Mull Avenue and harvesting some reeds. Not quite right but might do in a pinch.) The only thing was we had to be there at 3 o’clock (on Saturday!) to pick them up.

Then Karen, who was diligently working the phones to track down our palms, received a call from the UPS warehouse. They found our (and many other parish’s) palms. The only catch was that, because of union rules, they would not be allowed to give them to us. But,  if a delivery man would come in and scan them, then they could let us take them. We were told to wait for a phone call to see if this could be arranged.

It was getting late. I was just about to jump in my car and drive to Cuyahoga Falls when UPS called to say that we could come pick up our palms! We drove out to the warehouse and after some unsuccessful attempts of finding anybody, finally found our contact who wheeled out our palms to the car and we zipped back to the parish.

I had just about enough time to change my clothes, run over to the church and start Mass. That was a Palm Sunday for the books!

 
OFFICES CLOSED
The parish offices will be closed:
Good Friday, April 2      
Holy Saturday, April 3 
Easter Sunday, April 4                            
Easter Monday, April 5
The parish offices will reopen on Tuesday, April 6th at 8:30AM.

 

CHAPLET OF DIVINE MERCY ON DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY
The Chaplet will be prayed immediately following Mass the weekend of April 11th in honor of the Feast of Divine Mercy. Celebration of this great Feast on the first Sunday after Easter, and devotion to the Divine Mercy, were granted to the Universal Church by Pope John Paul II on May 23, 2000. For more information on the Chaplet or the Feast of Divine Mercy, please contact Pat Clark-Varga, 330-873-1475, patcv1984@yahoo.com.

CAMPUS UPDATE
 
Thank you to everyone who supported the Foundation’s 2020 #weGiveCatholic – “Chalk the Walk” project to repair and restore the iconic sandstone walkways around our campus. Over 60 donations were received which allowed us to begin the project in March. Thank you again for your support and kindness. Our campus continues to be the cornerstone of West Akron and we appreciate the help and care given to these projects that enable the campus and buildings to be so well maintained and operational.

 

NOTES
 

Our regular confession schedule will begin again on Tuesday evening, April 6th.

Please bring in your Operation Rice Bowls the weekend of April 11th and place in the boxes by the exit doors.

 

TO GIVE TO THE PARISH: https://www.stsebastian.org/donate
TO GIVE TO THE FOUNDATION: https://www.stsebastian.org/foundation/donate
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep all of our sick and distressed in your prayers:

Annette Bailey, Karen Brugmann, Megan Brugmann, Jill Buffa, Regina Buhalak, Dan Canale, Christopher Casey, Emilio Cheuy, Jeanne Conway, Rita Cummings, Anthony D’Attoma, Vince and Jackie DelMedico, James Fanning, Rita Buhalak Gossford, Jean Heban-Shireman, Phil Hochstetler, Ann Hubiak, Carolyn Jeske, Kimberly Jesser, Kathy Johnson, Jean Labate, Don Matis, Faye Morton, Betty O’Hara, Our Lady of the Elms Convent, Keith Pecek, Sue Prexta, Mary Ricks, Frank and Nancy Ropchock, Ellie Salisbury, Ann Sandvick, John Schultz, Cory Schulz and Brian Walsh.

God bless you,

Fr. Valencheck.

St. Sebastian, pray for us.

St. Mary, pray for us.

