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Angelus Letter

27 March 2020

FRIDAY of the FOURTH WEEK OF LENT

Dear Parish Family,

Phone calls to all of our parishioners began yesterday.  Thank you to everybody who is involved in the undertaking.  So far, everybody who has been contacted is doing well as can be expected under the circumstances.  If you have not received a phone call by Palm Sunday it may mean one of the following:

· The parish office does not have your current number.

· You are not registered at the parish.

· Perhaps you thought we were someone selling something and didn’t answer!

Fortunately, all of these problems can be solved with a quick call to the front office.  Cathy Sivec, our office manager (Jennifer Jones is working from home) will either update your information or register you as a St. Sebastianite.  

WHEN YOU NEED HELP

Our St. Vincent de Paul Society is still doing what they can to help individuals who live within our parish boundaries.  If you see cars parked at Byrider Hall, that is the Good Samaritan Food Center still at work helping feed the hungry in Akron.  Your parish has some ability to assist her parishioners and beyond that, the Diocese of Cleveland has established an Emergency Response Fund in light of the COVID-19 health threat.  According the diocesan website:

“’As weeks go on, the hardship on individuals and families will intensify. Many will be pushed into crisis. We need to act now so that this Emergency Response Fund can help people in parish communities get through this critical time,’ said Father Donald Oleksiak, administrator for the Diocese of Cleveland.  Assistance from the fund will be delivered at the parish level. Pastors will apply for grants from the Catholic Community Foundation that will, in turn, provide financial assistance to families and individuals.”

Conversely, if you can help, “donations to the Emergency Response Fund can be made online through the Catholic Community Foundation crowdfunding site at CatholicCommunity.org/GiveToHelp."

WHAT’S GOING ON IN THE SCHOOL BUILDINGS

Mike Zimmerman, our facilities manager, reports that they continue to isolate the buildings and have developed safety and security measures.  They will continue with maintenance, cleaning and disinfecting in order to prepare our buildings to be healthy environments for our children!

THE THINGS THAT YOU DISCOVER

Karen Spangler, our chief sacristan, suggested that since we seem to have so many more people roaming about the parish property, it might be a nice idea to ring our bells on the quarter hour instead of just on the hour.  In trying to figure out how to schedule the programming, we discovered that our bell tower has the ability to play “Taps” and also “Amazing Grace” on the bagpipes!  We will continue the quarter hour bell strikes unless we get complaints from the neighborhood.

LIVE-STREAMING

Our best guess is that we should be live-streaming beginning tomorrow morning with Fr. Simone’s Mass if Ian Kelly and our awesome volunteers can get everything sorted out today.  (There are wires laced down the stairs and hallways at the rectory!)  This means that you may pray with the Mass as it is taking place (which will be the typically announced times in the bulletin) or you may watch it later at a more convenient time.

If we do have live-streaming, there will not be a 4:30 or 1:00 Mass this weekend.  Those intentions have already been prayed.

REQUIESCE IN PACE

We received news today of the passing of one of our fellow parishioners, Mr. Ernest Bianchi, who died after a short battle with Multiple Myeloma.  

Rafe Caprez, St. Sebastian parishioner also passed away recently.  

Please pray for the repose of their souls and for the consolation of their families.

Please know of my prayers for you.

God bless,

Fr. Valencheck.

St. Sebastian, pray for us.

Holy Mother, pray for us.

NEW PRAYER
Ready for a new prayer? In 1614, Pope Paul V promulgated the Roman Ritual. In its list of Rites for Processions, it contains a "Prayer in Times of Epidemic,” in which we call on St. Sebastian to pray for us.

PRAYER IN TIME OF EPIDEMIC

V. Deal not with us, Lord, according to our sins.
R. And take not vengeance on us because of our misdeeds.
V. Help us, O God, our Deliverer.
R. And for Thy name’s sake, O Lord, free us.
V. Remember not, O Lord, our sins of old.
R. Hasten to us with Thy compassion, for we are become exceeding poor.
V. St. Sebastian, pray for us.
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.
V. O Lord, hear my prayer.
R. And let my cry come unto thee.
V. The Lord be with you.
R. And with Thy spirit.
Let us pray:
Vouchsafe to hear us, O God, our only salvation! And through the intercession of the glorious and blessed Mary, Mother of God and ever Virgin, of Thy blessed martyr, Sebastian and of all the saints, deliver Thy people from the terrors of Thy wrath, and restore their confidence by the outpouring of Thy compassion.
Be moved to pity, O Lord, at our earnest entreaties, and heal the illnesses of body and soul; so that experiencing Thy forgiveness we may ever rejoice in Thy blessing.
We beseech thee, O Lord, grant us a hearing as we devoutly raise our petitions to Thee, and graciously turn away the epidemic of plague which afflicts us; so that mortal hearts may recognize that these scourges proceed from Thine indignation and cease only when Thou art moved to mercy. Through our Lord.
R. Amen. 
