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Angelus Letter

24 March 2020

Dear Parish Family,

Late last night we received a memorandum from the diocese concerning the Governor’s “Stay at Home” order, in which our diocesan administrator (pray for him!) offered directives to your priests.  Here are things you need to know:

The Church will remain open as it has been.

· This will continue as long as volunteers show up to clean and sanitize.

· Call the rectory if you would like to be put on the list to volunteer.

· Those who are ill are to remain at home.

· There is to be no more than 10 people in the church at any given time.

· Social distancing is encouraged.
· The highest standards of hygiene are encouraged.
The front office will continue to remain open 9 to 5 during the week.
· There will only be one person in the office (Cathy Sivec).
· Please be patient as she may be away from the phone or on another line at times.

· Messages will be regularly checked on the weekend.

FROM THE MAIL BAG

I will admit that I am woefully behind on returning emails.  It has been my goal every day to get to them but other tasks keep popping up.  On a lighter note, today the priests begin our new cleaning and laundry schedule at the rectory so don’t be surprised if we show up on your video screen wearing grey spotted clerics or pink socks.  Fr. Simone gave himself an admirable haircut today (he didn’t trust me to do it!  I told him I could make it look as good as mine.)  And apparently I have to attend a meeting (will it be on-line?  I don’t know yet) as will all pastors concerning finances during this collection drought.  So it may just be a little longer until I get to your emails.

But here is a question that came in through the marketing mailbox:

Our question is if there has been any discussion of if and how Holy Communion might be distributed to the faithful during this time. I know in some places people are able to sit in the church parking lots watching the Mass on live stream, and then coming in one by one to receive Communion at the appropriate time. I realize this could be very time consuming for all involved, but at least for my part, I'd certainly willing to wait my turn!

To begin, the good news that I have is that we think we should be live-streaming Mass around Friday!  Already some of you have pulled into the parking lot (or sat in church with headphones) and watched our Masses.  When live-streaming is about to happen I will let you know.  Also, Fr. Pfeiffer is planning on live-streaming the extraordinary form from his parish starting later in the week.

As far as distributing Communion, the least of my concerns is that it would be time consuming.  If it would take forever we would do it.  And I love that you understand this and so desire the Eucharist that you would be willing to sacrifice in this way to receive Him.  It tears me up that this source and sign of our unity is not able to be received, even temporarily so, by YOU, the walking tabernacles of the Lord who were designed to carry Him out into the world.   But at this time, for the fear of spreading disease (mouths, hands, breath) we are instructed not to do so.
The Pope issued this decree which states in part:

"a Plenary Indulgence under the same conditions on the occasion of the current world epidemic, also to those faithful who offer a visit to the Blessed Sacrament, or Eucharistic adoration, or reading the Holy Scriptures for at least half an hour, or the recitation of the Holy Rosary, or the pious exercise of the Way of the Cross, or the recitation of the Chaplet of Divine Mercy, to implore from Almighty God the end of the epidemic, relief for those who are afflicted and eternal salvation for those whom the Lord has called to Himself.”

There indulgence is broader than this but this is the core of it.  If you would like to read more find it here: https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2020/03/20/200320c.html
PRAYERS

A few letters back someone asked for Stations of the Cross booklets and I wrote about why we cannot provide them (commonly touched objects spreading the virus) but to find them online.  Sue Vernon, our second grade teacher (pray for our hard working teachers!) sent in the following link to a YouTube children’s Stations of the Cross. Thank you! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0qv7c4PsrA
COMING SOON!  HERE COMES THE BRIDE

According to the state and Church directives, under certain strict restrictions, weddings may still occur at this time.  Fr. Simone will have a wedding service that was scheduled and it will be live-streamed to give you something to be joyous about.  Life goes on!  The church will be locked and there are extreme limitations on who may attend (the couple, their witnesses, the clergy and not much else) and the only people not observing social distancing will be the happy couple.  They decided that the sacrament is more important than a large ceremony and party, and that a virus will not keep them from moving on with their date to become husband and wife.

SOME THOUGHTS FOR THE FLU SEASON

There won’t be any new news in this section, just some thoughts (almost a homily.)  So if that is not what you are looking for, you can skip this.

My Father “Wild Bill Valencheck” took ahold of life as if he were a wild bull to be ridden at a rodeo.  He went from the moment he woke up until he collapsed in bed at night.  In the middle of any given activity, he was planning the next two so as to not be left with any lag time in-between.  While his example has helped me in many aspects of my priesthood, it does not serve well for this time.

This is the season of Frances Valencheck, my Mom, and what she taught me.  She never learned to drive.  Well, that isn’t exactly true.  She had a drawer full of temporary driver’s licenses.  She just didn’t want to drive (way ahead of her time considering young persons’ lack of desire to get them today!)  She is the one who instilled in us patience and how to be still.  Perhaps she took to heart Blaise Pascal’s thought that, “All of humanity's problems stem from man's inability to sit quietly in a room alone.”  She gave us the talent for entertaining ourselves when there was no outside stimulus.  (When she was out of ideas, sometimes all it took was, “If you are really bored, you can help me clean the house!”)  She gave us the insight of finding at least interest in things to which we might not normally pay attention (a walk in the fog - a kitchen science experiment.)  There was “The Excursion Jar” in which we would place slips of paper on all the places we could go and things we could do and pull one out randomly when needed to see what adventure we would go on.  She was the one that taught us that if we got lost or were detained by a detour, it was not a time to get upset about time lost but that, “Now we are going to get to see something we would never, ever have seen!  Who knows what God has in store?”

This is the season for Frances.  Another Francis, St. Francis of Assisi, also knew the value of times like these.  He talked about embracing lady loneliness instead of always running from her, becoming her friend and no longer being afraid of her - to learn to love yourself and your own company (which is one of the real fears of loneliness.)  To become a stronger, healthier version of yourself - a son or daughter of your Father.  This is the time to learn these lessons so if and when you are faced with them again, you will be better prepared to cope with them and maybe even find a moment of joy.

Please know of my prayers for you.

God bless,

Fr. Valencheck.

St. Sebastian, pray for us.

Holy Mother, pray for us.

O Glorious St. Sebastian, faithful follower of Jesus Christ, to you do we raise our hearts and hands and implore your powerful intercession in obtaining, from God the Father, all the helps and graces necessary for our spiritual and temporal welfare, and for protection against contagious diseases. O, special guardian from diseases and accidents, we are confident that your intercession on our behalf will be graciously heard before the throne of God.  Amen.

St. Sebastian is considered a protector against the plague. He is celebrated for his protection in answer to intercessory prayer against the plagues in Rome in 680, Milan in 1575, and Lisbon in 1599.
Pope Francis’ Prayer during the Coronavirus Pandemic

O Mary,

you always shine on our path

as a sign of salvation and of hope.

We entrust ourselves to you, Health of the Sick,

who at the cross took part in Jesus' pain, keeping your faith firm.

You, Salvation of the Roman People,

know what we need,

and we are sure you will provide

so that, as in Cana of Galilee,

we may return to joy and to feasting

after this time of trial.

Help us, Mother of Divine Love,

to conform to the will of the Father

and to do as we are told by Jesus,

who has taken upon himself our sufferings

and carried our sorrows

to lead us, through the cross,

to the joy of the resurrection. Amen.
