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Angelus Letter

10 December 2020

Thursday of the Second Week of Advent

Our Lady of Loreto

 
Dear Parish Family,

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW FOR THIS WEEKEND
Please wear a mask
Friday Mass at 8AM* with Fr. Simone  
               
Friday Confessions from 4 to 5PM*          
           
Saturday Mass at 8AM* with Fr. Valencheck
Saturday Confessions from 9:30 to 10AM*
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4:30PM* with Fr. Simone
 
Sunday Mass at 9AM* with Fr. Valencheck
Sunday Mass at 11AM* with Fr. Simone
Sunday Mass at 1PM* with Fr. Bede OSB
 
* Masks are required by the diocese, state and city.
 
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT WORK GOING ON IN THE CHURCH!
 
Mike Zimmerman, our facilities manager, has informed me that we are preparing for the boiler’s demolition and replacement next week. They should begin this Monday, Dec. 14th, which means it may be cold in the church for a couple of days. Please dress warmly. These things are not entirely predictable, but I suggest being prepared to be chilly in church Tuesday through Wednesday or Thursday. 

A crane, for the purposes of removing the old boiler, should be arriving on Wednesday, Dec. 16th. Please be advised that there is a chance that Elmdale may be reduced down to one lane while they remove the old boiler. 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE
MASSES AND LIVE STREAMING
 
LIMITED SEATING FOR THE 4PM CHRISTMAS EVE MASS: Keep your eyes peeled for the announcement of having to sign up if you plan to attend the 4PM Christmas Eve Mass. Parishioners must have tickets to enter. If you do not have a ticket, you will be directed to go to Zwisler Hall for the 4:15PM Mass. More details will be coming out next week.

The following Christmas Masses will be live-streamed from St. Sebastian: 4PM Children’s vigil, Midnight and the 9AM Christmas Day.

CONCERTS: There are still two, twenty-minute organ recitals on the next two Tuesdays at 12noon. Unfortunately, due to the COVID pandemic, the December 19th Candlelight Christmas concert has been cancelled.

TODAY’S FEAST AND OUR CHURCH BUILDING
Today we celebrate the memorial of Our Lady of Loreto. The shrine of Our Lady of Loreto, located about three hours from Rome, is the third largest shrine dedicated to Our Blessed Mother Mary in Europe and dates back to 1291. In 1920, Pope Benedict XV declared the Madonna of Loreto patron saint of air travelers and pilots. In October 2019, Pope Francis restored the feast of Our Lady of Loreto, commemorated on December 10, to the universal Roman calendar.
This feast has already made itself known in your lifetime, but in case you are unaware, here are a few more details. Firstly, it is from this shrine that we still have the Litany of Loreto, a sort of devotional and poetic expression of our love and admiration for the Blessed Virgin.  It goes, in part, like this:
Holy Mary, pray for us.
Holy Mother of God, pray for us.
Holy Virgin of Virgins, pray for us.
Mother of Christ, pray for us.
etc.
There is a section of the Litany that asks Mary to pray for us under each of the titles she has as Queen:
Queen of Angels, pray for us.
Queen of Prophets, pray for us.
Queen of Apostles, pray for us.
Queen of Martyrs, pray for us.
Queen of Confessors, pray for us.
Queen of Angels, pray for us.
Queen of All Saints, pray for us.
The second significance for St. Sebastianites is that our church windows reflect this section of the Litany. Beginning in the sanctuary and working your way back to the choir loft, every set of three windows on both the east and west-upper level of the church takes on one of these titles. The three windows on each side of the sanctuary are of angels. The second set of three windows are about prophets, then Apostles and so forth. Our church building is deeply and symbolically dedicated to Our Blessed Mother Mary. That is why there are a number of statues dedicated to her including the guardian angels over all of our exits forming a letter “M” with their wings, and this is the reason that there is so much blue in our building. Maybe consider praying the Litany today for your parish!
For the full Litany, go here: https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/devotions/litany-of-loreto-246
END OF THE YEAR SPECIAL GIVING TO YOUR PARISH
 
Milissa Smith, our business manager, has asked me to suggest to you that when planning on a special monetary gift to your parish, that, if you want it to be recorded for the year 2020, to please send it in before January 1st. Thank you.

 
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep all of our sick and distressed in your prayers:

Jill Buffa, Regina Buhalak, Christopher Casey, The Caufield Family, Emilio Cheuy, Barbara Crawford, Rita Cummings, Anthony D’Attoma, Rita Buhalak Gossford, Carolyn Jeske, Kimberly Jesser, Kathy Johnson, Pat Jones, Stan Kennedy, Jean Labate, Don Matis, Melissa Neman, Betty O’Hara, Pamela Oliver, Our Lady of the Elms Convent, Keith Pecek, Sue Prexta, Logan Rice, Frank and Nancy Ropchock, Ellie Salisbury, Eugene Sawan, John Schultz, Cory Schulz and Marilyn Spallino.

God bless you,

Fr. Valencheck.

St. Sebastian, pray for us.

St. Mary, pray for us.

