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Angelus Letter

22 October 2020

Thursday of the Twenty-Ninth Week in Ordinary Time

St. Pope John Paul II

 
Dear Parish Family,

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW FOR THIS WEEKEND
Friday            Mass                          8AM*                        Fr. Valencheck
                                                          (9:30 private school Mass - Fr S.)
                       Confessions              4 to 5PM*                 
Saturday       Mass                           8AM*                        Fr. Simone
                       Confessions              9:30 to 10AM*
                       Vigil Mass                 4:30**                        Fr. Valencheck
Sunday          Mass                          9AM* †                      Fr. Simone
                       Mass                          11AM*                       Fr. Valencheck
                       Mass                          1PM*                         Fr. Bede OSB
 
* Masks are required. The Summit County Health Department has asked me to remind everyone to please wear a mask.
**At the 4:30 Mass, with permission from the diocese, there is an absolute requirement for masks to be worn.
 
† There will be a rosary at 10AM from now through November 1st.
 
PRIESTHOOD SUNDAY
 
This weekend is priesthood Sunday. Please pray for all of our priests and deacons and offer up a prayer not only that God may send more faithful laborers here for his harvest, but that he might also send new laborers from here.

Today (Thursday) is the feast of St. Pope John Paul II. What follows is a link to a page in the North American College website for the John Paul II prayer for vocations.

https://www.pnac.org/support/prayers-for-seminarians/
BISHOP EDWARD MALESIC
 
Fun fact: Bishop Malesic visited St. Sebastian Parish two weeks ago and we didn’t even know it. He was attending an event in this part of the diocese, and on his way back to Cleveland he decided to visit St. Mary Parish and St. Sebastian Parish. “Visit” might be a bit of an overstatement. He drove around the parish but did not stop in because, as he said, “The extraordinary form of the Mass was taking place and I did not want to become a distraction.” 

I found out because we were on a Zoom meeting together as part of the committee to revitalize our Catholic schools. Each of us took a few moments to introduce ourselves and at the end of my introduction I said, “You should come down and visit.” That is when he said, “I sort of did already!” 

Fr. Simone and I had another general meeting with him as he introduced himself to the local priests and he informed us of some initiatives that will be taking place. I will also be speaking with him again this coming Wednesday as part of another Zoom meeting, another official meet and greet that he is having with small batches of priests.

So far, I have found him to be an easy person with whom to speak, of even temperament but of strength and am relieved that he intends to be here for the long haul. Please keep him in your prayers. He has a big job ahead of him!

https://www.dioceseofcleveland.org/news/2020/07/16/please-pray-for-me-newly-appointed-bishop-malesic-asks-faithful-in-diocese-of-cleveland
SPEAKING OF BISHOPS AND GOVERNOR DEWINE
 
The Bishops of the State of Ohio had a meeting with Governor DeWine in which he thanked the bishops and the parishes for their work to help curb the pandemic. The Governor fears that as the weather turns colder that there will be greater outbreaks, not so much at Mass but at gatherings after Masses, funerals and weddings. As a result, he has asked us through our bishop to encourage parishioners:

•   “To use extreme caution when interacting with others.”

•   “To continue the promotion and requirement of face masks in our churches.”

•   “To use and replace good, quality air filters regularly and maximize the use of outside air as much as possible in the ventilation systems of our buildings.”

•   “To encourage social distancing and the wearing of face masks in the informal gatherings that occur after weddings and funerals.”

To the point of air filters and using outside air, Mr. Mike Zimmerman (our parish facilities manager) and his crew have put in an incredible amount of work updating our air-handling equipment, particularly in the church and school buildings, in order to help make our buildings safer and more pleasant during this time of pandemic.

HOLY WATER BATMAN!
You may have noticed an experiment going on in the narthex of the church. Paul and Cathy Mungo purchased for us a hands-free sanitizer dispenser in which we substituted Holy Water. If it works, we may place them at all the entrances of the church so that we may return to the practice of blessing ourselves with Holy Water as we enter and exit our church! Before we commit, we are going to try one more device that is foot pedal operated. Thank you!

 
 
REMOTE MASSES
 
Of course, you can find St. Sebastian Masses online and live streamed here:

https://www.youtube.com/c/StSebastianParish/videos
That being said, the following statement came from the diocese: “The weekly television Mass produced by the Catholic Diocese of Cleveland is moving. Fox 8 television has changed the Sunday broadcast time to one hour earlier -- 5 a.m. -- on Sunday mornings, instead of 6 a.m., starting on Sunday, Oct. 25, 2020. According to Fox 8, this change has been made so they can comply with federal mandates involving children’s programming.

“The TV Mass can also be accessed on demand starting Saturday evening and running throughout Sunday on the Diocese of Cleveland website, dioceseofcleveland.org. In addition, the Mass can be heard on the radio, on AM 1260 The Rock, at 4 p.m. on Saturdays and 10:30 a.m. on Sundays.”

NEW STAFF MEMBER
 
You may recall that after many years of faithful service, our bookkeeper, Beth Flora, retired. Milissa Smith, our business manager, happily announced that we have been able to fill this important position. Catherine Petit (Yes! Yet another Cathy/Kathy on our staff!) will be joining the St. Sebastian family. I had the opportunity to meet her when I married her in my first assignment at St. Ambrose. Please say a prayer for her and for all of our staff.

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep all of our sick and distressed in your prayers:

The Caufield Family, Regina Buhalak, Rita Buhalak Gossford, Emilio Cheuy, Barbara Crawford, Rita Cummings, Anthony D’Attoma, Carolyn Jeske, Kimberly Jesser, Kathy Johnson, Chuck Kastor, Stan Kennedy, Jean Labate, Don Matis, Betty O’Hara. Pamela Oliver, Terry Peacock, Keith Pecek, Sue Prexta, Logan Rice, Frank and Nancy Ropchock, Nancy Rosche, Ellie Salisbury, John Schultz, Cory Schulz, Marilyn Spallino and Marie White.

 
 
God bless you,

Fr. Valencheck.

St. Sebastian, pray for us.

St. Mary, pray for us.

St. Pope John Paul II, pray for us.

