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Angelus Letter

21 January 2021

Thursday of the Second Week in Ordinary Time

St. Agnes

 
Dear Parish Family,

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW FOR THIS WEEKEND
Friday Mass at 8AM* with Fr. Valencheck
Friday Confessions from 4 to 5PM*
                       
Saturday Mass at 8AM* with Fr. Simone
Saturday Confessions from 9:30 to 10AM*
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4:30PM* with Fr. Valencheck
 
Sunday Mass at 9AM* with Fr. Simone
Sunday Mass at 11AM* with Fr. Valencheck
Sunday Mass at 1PM* with Fr. Bede OSB
 
* Masks are required.
INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL
 
This Saturday is marked off on my calendar for our annual International Festival. Typically, your priests would be rushing to get our work done for the weekend early (writing homies, preparing for classes) so that we could help with preparations and freely enjoy the evening. If it were not for COVID, this would have marked the anniversary of the 50th International Festival. Maybe I’ll just go out to a few ethnic restaurants and buy some various take out foods and then Fr. Simone and I can privately carry on the tradition in the rectory and next year we can celebrate the 51st Festival.

This International Festival is sponsored by our parish’s Sanctuary Society. This group was founded almost at the same time of the parish in 1928 making it the oldest social organization in the parish. They are financially responsible for everything related to our sanctuary. From candles to hosts, from flowers to vestments, if you see it up those five steps, we have the Sanctuary Society to thank for it. 

The very first event that the Sanctuary Society threw for the parish was a Bridge Party and Dance. Bridge has been a part of the fabric of the parish ever since (93 years) and we still benefit from the proceeds of those who get together to play this game. (I use the word “play” cautiously. I’ve seen them at it. They are as serious as any football player.) 

The Sanctuary Society provides the parish with a few popular events throughout the year and help make our church and liturgies beautiful. According to the bylaws, every woman in the parish is automatically a member though not all are active. Dues are by honor and are only $10. And I am sure that those already involved would love for you to join them in helping put on events. Go here for more information on this important parish ministry: https://www.stsebastian.org/church/sanctuary-society
RIGHT TO LIFE MARCH
 
Please keep in your prayers the 48th Memorial Right to Life March taking place tomorrow, January 21st. There will also be local marches rain or shine, snow or heatwave. One place for more information would be the Right to Life of Northeast Ohio website.

MEETING WITH THE CITY
 
This week we met with city officials to see what is happening in our neighborhood. Some things reported last time have been checked off the list, others have been postponed. Here are some of the things we learned:

Residential development in the city overall has greatly increased. Housing values have risen sharply. The St. Sebastian neighborhood is strong and houses can barely get their “For Sale” signs up before a house is sold, typically over the asking price. 

At our last meeting, it was thought that we would see ground breaking at Perkins as early as the end of last summer but as of this writing, there has not been any progress. The project is still moving forward as the development company pulls together its funding. Site prep could begin as early as February with large scale construction not happening until 2022.

Fall was the target date for south Hawkins to be resurfaced. Currently, ODOT is waiting for permission to proceed. To help control the speed of traffic on our small portion of Hawkins they will add painted bike lanes to narrow the road and make it safer for crossing.

Our license for Forest Lodge has been extended for another ten years. There are plans to add a path through Elm Hill Park (Forest Lodge Park) and a trail that circles Schneider Park to make walking around that park safer (about 9/10ths of a mile.) These should happen within the next two years.

The plans for the Triangle on which we park (officially known as Elmdale Park) are almost finished and they will provide us with their ideas for input when they are complete.

We once again brought up the signs that are down around the circle (and that have been down with their stumps sticking up for almost my entire 12 years here.) I hope that it will make it on someone’s radar. This is such an important doorway to some of Akron’s most visited neighborhoods. It would be such a great thing to have our front door looking good.

Plans are still in motion for a Mull Avenue fix up. The project has been expanded past the circle. Funding that has been so messed up this past year; it is still being worked out and is at least two summers away.

If you see some city property around the parish that needs repaired, the Akron 311 website helps get it on the city’s radar screen! Please make use of it, https://311.akronohio.gov/csrsite/csr/eula
 
INTERESTING
One of you (you know who you are!) sent this in: “Phillip Rivers retired today (January 20th) from football. This Hall of Famer is a practicing and outspoken Catholic. He specifically retired on January 20th, which is Saint Sebastian’s feast day, since the saint is patron of athletes. Pretty cool."

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
 
Please keep all of our sick and distressed in your prayers:

Jill Buffa, Regina Buhalak, Christopher Casey, Emilio Cheuy, Barbara Crawford, Rita Cummings, Anthony D’Attoma, Rita Buhalak Gossford, Judy Huber, Carolyn Jeske, Kimberly Jesser, Kathy Johnson, Stan Kennedy, Jean Labate, Don Matis, Melissa Neman, Betty O’Hara, Pamela Oliver, Our Lady of the Elms Convent, Keith Pecek, Sue Prexta, Logan Rice, Frank and Nancy Ropchock, Ellie Salisbury, Eugene Sawan, John Schultz, Cory Schulz and Marilyn Spallino.

 
God bless you,

Fr. Valencheck.

St. Sebastian, pray for us.

St. Mary, pray for us.

St. Agnes, pray for us.

