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Angelus Letter

14 January 2021

1st Week in Ordinary Time

 
Dear Parish Family,

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW FOR THE WEEKEND
 
Friday Mass at 8AM* with Fr. Valencheck
Friday Confessions from 4 to 5PM
 
Saturday Mass at 8AM* with Fr. Simone
Saturday Confessions from 9:30 to 10AM*
Saturday Vigil Mass at 4:30* with Fr. Valencheck
 
Sunday Mass at 9AM* with Fr. Valencheck
Sunday Mass at 11AM* with Fr. Simone
Sunday Mass at 1PM* with Fr. Paschal OSB
 
*Masks are required by the diocese, state and city.
FEAST OF ST. SEBASTIAN WILL BE CELEBRATED AT THESE MASSES
 
 
FEAST OF OUR PATRON SAINT!
 
Happy Feast Day of our Patron Saint, St. Sebastian! We will be celebrating our patronal feast day this coming weekend. His actual feast day is Wednesday, January 20th, but we have permission to move our celebration to the nearest weekend.

In the sanctuary, you will find our three main paintings of St. Sebastian. Over the main altar, you will see the most traditional depiction of our saint. Sebastian, a loyal and capable soldier in the Roman army was discovered to be Christian by Emperor Diocletian, to be Christian was ordered executed by being tied to a tree and shot with arrows by his own men.

At the Blessed Virgin statue, we see Sebastian, having been left for dead but was found alive and is nursed back to health by St. Irene. Over at the St. Joseph statue, Sebastian has regained his health and is scolding Diocletian as he passes on the Appian Way, warning him about his concerning treatment of God’s sons and daughters.

In lieu of an installation in the church to celebrate our patron due to current health concerns, here is a link to a YouTube video giving a tour of some of our artwork of St. Sebastian: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b9327Gi3_Xk
Please Note: On Wednesday, January 20th we will celebrate the Feast of St. Sebastian. Mass will begin at 8:15AM, so our school students may live-stream the Mass.
 
 Yesterday, January 13th was the feast day of St. Hilary, the patron saint of our daughter parish in Fairlawn.God bless you neighbors!

 
MORE SEMINARIAN NEWS
 
I wrote a bit about the seminarians in my recent bulletin letter (typed on Monday and sent out on Friday!) but more news has come to light! We have a young gentleman from our parish who went for a visit to a religious order and has now decided to apply to this order of priests. I’ll give you his name and some more information later when things are a bit more settled, but for now, he has asked for your prayers. Many blessings!

PETER MAURIN CENTER
 
You received a nice, hand written note from the Peter Maurin Center. This organization, began by the Catholic pastors of Akron, serves the unsheltered and marginalized in Akron by offering prepared meals, warm clothing, and friendship.

Today, two of the parishioners from the St. Sebastian Family arrived at the Peter Maurin Center with the fruit harvested from your Giving Tree. Thank you all so much for the bus passes and the tarps and the hygiene items and the winter wear . . . We are humbled by the generosity of your family to provide for folks that are vulnerable at the moment. This is an example of unconditional kindness and love is exactly what the world needs right now. Thank you for leading the way. May God’s blessing be upon you and may you all enjoy much Good Health, Good fortune and an Abundant Amount of Joy! Happy New Year!
 
David Churbock
Director
 
NEW ONLINE MINISTRY
 
The St. Sebastian Knights of Columbus have an exciting new monthly online ministry launching on Wednesday, January 20th.
 
Blessed Fr. McGivney - Walk in the Word Family Faith Hour
 
This new one-hour, monthly program features a family-centered scripture study and discussion using an online Zoom platform. The ministry is open to all. Their January program features a discussion on St. Matthew's gospel account of the Epiphany of our Lord, and breaks open its lessons relevant for us today. The first session is Wednesday, January 20 at 7 pm. Please join us.
 
For more information about this exciting new ministry, as well as the Zoom link for the first session, visit their website at:  https://www.akronkofc.org/events/walk-in-the-word-session-1 or contact John Anderson at 330-283-7130.
 
DIOCESAN COVID DIRECTIVES
 
We are expecting new directives from the diocese soon as it concerns COVID. As of today, however, there is nothing new to report. We have been in contact with the diocese to see if we could begin having some meetings again. The list of approved meetings is relatively short and assumes 10 or fewer persons. As of this writing, the City of Akron has not lifted the restriction on the renting of Forest Lodge. 
 
I receive letters from people almost daily concerning masks. The policy has not changed. Thank you on behalf of those who desperately want to attend Mass but because they are at high risk, are unable to do so unless this precaution is taken.
 
BE AWARE OF MAIL DIFFICULTIES
Our mail service has been spotty lately. Some of our mail has been delayed as much as a month - both outgoing and incoming. This has been very stressing. If you have any concerns as to whether your communication has reached us, please call to make sure!

 
RECTORY OFFICE CLOSED
 
The Rectory Office will be Closed on Monday, January 18th in observance of the Martin Luther King Day
Holiday. Regular Business Hours will resume on Tuesday, January 19th.
 
PRAYERS FOR THE SICK
Please keep all of our sick and distressed in your prayers:

Jill Buffa, Regina Buhalak, Christopher Casey, Emilio Cheuy, Barbara Crawford, Rita Cummings, Anthony D’Attoma, Rita Buhalak Gossford, Judy Huber, Carolyn Jeske, Kimberly Jesser, Kathy Johnson, Stan Kennedy, Jean Labate, Don Matis, Melissa Neman, Betty O’Hara, Pamela Oliver, Our Lady of the Elms Convent, Keith Pecek, Sue Prexta, Logan Rice, Frank and Nancy Ropchock, Ellie Salisbury, Eugene Sawan, John Schultz, Cory Schulz and Marilyn Spallino.

 
God bless you,

Fr. Valencheck.

St. Sebastian, pray for us.

St. Mary, pray for us.

