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ALUMNI CONTRIBUTE TO PARISH ARCHIVES

St. Sebastian Parish is looking forward to displaying items from across the decades as part of the 100th
anniversary celebrations being planned for 2028. The Parish Archive Ministry team, a group of dedicated
volunteers helping to preserve and organize artifacts from the parish’s long and rich history, are pleased to have
received several interesting items from our school alumni recently.

Timothy App ’61 submitted two Class of 1961 graduation photos (boys and girls, bottom left) and the athletic
letter (bottom right) he earned as a member of the football and baseball teams. He also donated two other great
photos: one of his First Communion group in 1955 — which contains over 150 children! — and one of his eighth-
grade football team from fall of 1960, which are not shown here but have been carefully archived at the parish.

Carol Deeser ’60 donated a sweet little doll that is adorned with hand-made clothing in the style worn by the
Sisters of the Humility of Mary, who taught at St. Sebastian Parish School from its founding in 1929 until 2000.

Fred Costanzo ’68 submitted precious video clips from First Communion processions from 1961 (when
Frank was a first-grade leader for the procession), 1962 (when Frank was in second grade and received First
Communion) and 1964 (when his brother, Joseph Costanzo 70, received
First Communion).

Contributions to the parish archives are welcome! Please contact the
Archive Team by email at archives@stsebastian.org.

Visit www.youtube.com/@StSebastianParish/Videos to view videos of First
Communion from 1961, 1962, and 1964 (when the graduating classes of
1967, 1968 and 1970 were in 2nd grade) submitted by Fred Costanzo ’68.
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CLASS OF 1972
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Many alumni fondly remember ice skating at Forest Lodge. Anne Najeway Vainer *72 shared this clipping from

1971, when the Akron Beacon Journal ran this charming photo across the top of the front page. The caption reads:
No Grumbling Here: “Maybe if we hold hands, make a circle, and run around long enough, we’ll look just
like a great big snowflake.” That’s what the girls from the seventh-grade gym class at St. Sebastian’s School
may have been thinking as they discovered anew the exhilaration of a frolic in the snow. While motorists
in the Akron area were grumbling Thursday, these 13 and 14-year-olds found the only way to cope with
the white stuff. If you cant beat it, join it. “Now if we could get everyone in Akron to join hands ...” The
frolic was at Forest Lodge, across from the school. More snow is on the way for tonight and Saturday,
according to the National Weather Service at Akron-Canton Airport.

Julie Buehrle Luyster 72 generously donated several copies of her children’s book,
“Our Five Senses: What We See, Hear, Smell, Taste and Touch,” to St. Sebastian.
Kindergarten teacher Michele Kellner is pictured here reading this lively book with
one of her students.

CLASS OF 1975 - 50th Reunion - July 4-5, 2025

SAVE THE DATE! The Class of 1975 50th Reunion will be on Saturday, July 5, 2025, at Fairlawn Country
Club. Other activities that weekend include a “welcome” cocktail and firework watching party on Friday
evening, July 4th. Stay tuned for more information! Please follow us on Facebook: St. Sebastian’s Reunion,
Class of '75, or contact Jackie Paparella at JPaparella@chez-del.com or Rob McCarty at Mccarty611@
sbcglobal.net if you would like to help with the planning or to provide your updated contact information.

CLASS OF 1986 - 40th Reunion - June 2026

Plans are in the works for a reunion in June of 2026! So, please make sure to update your contact information
with the Alumni Association (stsebastian.org/school/alumni/update-info) and keep an eye out for details. If you
would like to help with the planning, please contact Susie Beringer Dix (susiedix@me.com) or Julie Bachmann
Vesco (vesco@neo.rr.com).

CLASS OF 1995 - 30th Reunion - Sept. 2025

The Class of 1995 is planning a 30th Reunion for a weekend in the 2nd half of September 2025. If you
would like more information, please contact Paul Kilian at paulkilian9@yahoo.com. Go Terriers!




CLASS OF 1995

CLASS OF 1996

In December, Annie Ochsenhirt McFadden was named the interim
president and CEO of United Way of Summit and Medina. Annie, who has
been with United Way since 2022, is the eighth person and first woman to
lead this organization.

CLASS OF 2014

Sara Mahaney married Jeff Switzer in October of 2024 in a ceremony

at Cuyahoga Valley National Park. Sara, who plans to graduate from the
University of Akron in May, is completing her student-teaching assignment
this spring as an 8th-grade science teacher. She is currently employed at the
Akron Zoo.

CLASS OF 2014
CELEBRATES 10TH REUNION

Tona Boyd was honored by Archbishop Hoban High School on Jan. 31 during the 2025
One Hope-One Dream Award assembly. She was one of two alumni who were recognized
for living the Holy Cross values of hope and integrity. Tona is a civil rights attorney who
graduated from Notre Dame University and Harvard Law School. She has a distinguished
career, which includes serving as Chief Counsel and Senior Legal Advisor to U.S. Senator
Cory A. Booker on the Senate Judiciary Committee. She also served as Special Counsel
and Special Assistant to the President in the White House Counsel’s Office in the Biden-
Harris administration. In her talk at Hoban, Tona said one of the highlights of her time
with the White House was the opportunity to work on the selection, preparation, and
confirmation of Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson for the U.S. Supreme Court. In this role,
Tona accompanied Jackson to 90 meetings with senators. Recently, Tona has served as
Associate Director-Counsel at the Legal Defense Fund.

PLEASE SEND US
YOUR MEMORIES!

We love to hear
from our alumni!
Do you have a favorite
story or memory?

Email us at
alumni@stsebastian.org
or contact Kathy Holaday
at 330-836-2233 x113

Organizers of the Class of 2014’s 10th Reunion, Erin Wagner and Sarah Minear, report that it was a big hit!
“On Saturday, December 28th, our 10-year class reunion took place at the vibrant Missing Falls Brewery on
Main Street in downtown Akron, bringing together classmates for an evening of laughter, reminiscing, and
reconnection. The event kicked off at 6:30 p.m. and carried on well into the night, with many catching up on the
past decade’s worth of life changes, career moves, and personal milestones. It was a fantastic opportunity to hear
what everyone has been up to since graduation. While many of us have stayed in the Northeast Ohio area, others
have ventured far and wide, with classmates now calling Florida, Chicago, Denver, and other exciting places
home. Thanks to the great feedback, we are planning to make this an annual tradition. We can’t wait to see even

more familiar faces at next year’s event.”

(1st row): Molly Haines, Tyler
Eroshevich, Becky Beitko, Kennedy
Horrigan, Shannon Seikel, Megan

. Hamilton; (middle row): Katelyn

Bartos, Jake Saus, Sarah Minear,
Erin Wagner, Madison Williams,
Anna Ruscak, Molly Thomas, Leah
Eberly; (back row): Jared Musci,
Ryan Persinger, Ryan Huber,

Joey Berger, Jordan Jennings,
Nick Beaven, Logan Nemec. Not
pictured but in attendance: Bella
Hagey, Reid Allen.



CLASS OF 2018

Brianna Foster received a scholarship from the Ohio Turf Grass Foundation at the organization’s
annual meeting in Columbus in December. Brianna was also featured in an article by Golf Course
Industry in June 2024, which highlighted her interest in a career in the turf industry, including her
internship at Fairlawn Country Club and her experience volunteering at the U.S. Women’s Open at
Lancaster Country Club in Pennsylvania last spring. Brianna is a student at Ohio State University.

CLASSES OF 2019-2020

Olivia Kindbom ’19 is a sophomore at the University of Dayton and a member of the cross country
team. She was named the A-10 (Atlantic 10) Conference “Performer of the Week” on Sept. 10, 2024,
after she won her first collegiate race — she took first place in a field of 99 competitors at the Mike
Baumer Cross Country Classic at Wright State University with a personal best of 17:41.0 in the 5K.

Anne Rea ’20 got off to a great start in her freshman year on the cross country team at John Carroll
University. At the OAC (Ohio Athletic Conference) Championships, Anne recorded a personal best
time and placed ninth overall, earning First Team All-OAC honors. At the Regional Championships,
she placed 36th and finished as JCU’s third runner. Postseason, Anne was named OAC Women’s
Cross Country Rookie of the Year and USTFCCCA All-Academic Team for Cross Country.

CLASSES OF 2021-2024

Lola Hall *21 signed a letter of intent to continue her academic and athletic career in soccer at John
Carroll University. This past fall, Lola was named an iHeart Unsung High School Athlete, a member
of the GASSCA All-Star team for soccer, and homecoming queen for St. Vincent-St. Mary High
School. As the goalkeeper, Lola recorded six shutouts and helped STVM go unbeaten in 15 matches
during the 2024 regular season.

Andrew Karhoff ’21 signed a letter of intent to continue his academic and athletic career in
baseball at Ashland University. Andrew is a standout varsity pitcher and hitter for Archbishop
Hoban High School’s baseball team.

Claire Kinkelaar *21 had her beautiful artwork, reprinted at left, depicting the holy
family selected for cover of the Christmas card for St. Vincent-St. Mary High School.
The back of the card noted that at STVM, Claire is involved in National Honor Society,
Academic Challenge, and Varsity Tennis. Claire plans to pursue Psychology and
International Relations in college. Her favorite art medium is digital art.

Sophia Burgoyne *22 won an Outstanding Witness award for Archbishop Hoban High
School’s Mock Trial team at the district competition in January, followed by earning two
Outstanding Witness awards at regionals in February, where her team qualified for the
state competition March 6-8 in Columbus.

Owen Schlueter *22 earned a Superior Delegation award at the CCWA (Cleveland Council of
World Aftairs) Model United Nations Conference in December, helping the Model UN team from
St. Vincent-St. Mary High School win first place. Owen is also a coach for the All Saints Model UN
team, a middle school team that includes eight current students from St. Sebastian Parish School.
The All Saints Model UN team also took first place at CCWA’s
middle school conference in January.

Claire Jopperi 24 and Abigail Coleman ’24, freshmen at Archbishop Hoban
High School, qualified for the state “Just Write” creative writing competition.
Abigail was also named an Academic Knight for the second quarter, an award
for excellence in scholarship, leadership, service, and character.
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NEW GREENHOUSE COMPLETE: JOIN
US FOR AN OPEN HOUSE ON MAY 25

In 2023, in honor of Fr. Valencheck’s 25th Ordination Anniversary,
the St. Sebastian Parish Foundation raised money to purchase a new
greenhouse. Our parish and school community responded generously,
raising over $170,000 through the 2023 #weGiveCatholic on-line effort
and through special envelopes designated for the project. Construction
began in the summer of 2024, and the greenhouse was largely completed
by November of 2024, with final inspections approved in late December.

The new greenhouse provides valuable storage and cultivation space
for the many plants, bulbs, and flowers the parish uses to beautify our
church and grounds. It will be a great resource for the grounds crew that
maintains our landscaping as well as the volunteers who maintain the
flower gardens that provide beautiful floral arrangements for our altar. In
the past, the parish would have had to throw out or store these items at
parishioners” houses. In addition, the new greenhouse is a stately building
that is a lovely enhancement to our grounds.

All are invited to a “Greenhouse Open House” hosted by the
Foundation on Sunday, May 25 from 10 am.-1 p.m. We hope you will
join us! No RSVPs are necessary, but if you have any questions, please
contact Foundation Director Kathy Holaday at 330-836-2233 x113.
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HWEGIVECATHOLIC
2024 RAISES
OVER $27,000

Thank you to everyone

who supported the parish’s
#weGiveCatholic efforts on
December 3, 2024. More than
130 people donated $27,047!

Funds from this year’s effort,
“Creating Welcoming Spaces,’
will support upgrades to

both the bride’s room and

the family quiet room. Funds
will also provide for the
installation of a speaker in the
church narthex.

The parish is looking forward
to making these spaces in
our church entrance more
welcoming and functional,
and your support is very
much appreciated!
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The Alumni Association extends our sincerest sympathy to the families and friends of our
deceased alumni (approx. Oct. 2024 to mid-Feb. 2025). If you learn of the passing of a St. Sebastian
alumnus, please contact us by phone at 330-836-2233 x113 or by email at alumni@stsebastian.org.

Mary Henry Schirra ’40, April 25, 2024

Mary Lou Giffels Halter *41, November 16, 2024
Ramona Kormanik Botzum ’42, January 17, 2025
Ellen Henaughan Martucci "42, October 30, 2024
Charles E. Strigle *42, October 14, 2024

Rose Leahy McMahon ’44, August 22, 2024
Frances Gillen Yahner ’45, January 9, 2025
Vincent E. Falter ’46, September 17, 2024
Marilyn Cover Foster 49, October 13, 2024
Mary King Reardon ’51, December 21, 2024

Fr. David L. McCafterty ’52, January 13, 2025
Richard M. “Duke” Balaun ’57, December 24, 2024
Mary Katherine Phelps Geary '60, September 12, 2023
David A. Cavanaugh ’62, December 31, 2024

Carol Samels Kastner ’62, February 17, 2025

Kevin C. McSweeney '68, October 12, 2024

Debra Sehm Schaefer 69, May 23, 2023

Carol Ann Bertolini 72, December 26, 2024
William J. Cardina ’04, February 16, 2025
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THANK YOU, ALUMNI DONORS!

The St. Sebastian Parish Foundation is blessed to have the support of so many of our school’s alumni.
Listed below by class year are alumni who donated to the Foundation in 2024. This includes donations
designated to one of the Foundation’s 85+ named funds/endowments, as well as donations to two year-
end appeals: the 2024 #weGiveCatholic effort, which will fund upgrades to areas in the church entrance,
and the 2024 Annual Appeal, which will provide support for the Alumni Scholarship Endowment and
for the areas of greatest need in the parish. Thank you to our alumni donors for their steadfast support!

Kathleen J. Buehrle

Lawrence Halter

Thomas and Laurie Burke

William Stiller

Michael R. Stiller

Toni Schapansky

Susie Straits

Albert J. Caliri

Richard and Janet McGuckin

Timothy Scanlon

The Estate of Mary Beth
Reymann-Conroy

Mary J. Loftus

Dr. James E. McDonald

Ann Loftus

Charles A. and Theresa Peter

Bernard P. Rothermel

James Wendelken

Lou and Micki Trenta

John Reichart

Anonymous

James Maurer

Carol Whitehurst Deeser

Robert and Pyong Floyd

Jim and Barb Petruccio

Terrence Steel

Terence and Barbara Crawford

Angela Devore

Michele Metz Kordella

Paul and Linda McCann

Mike '61 and Ginny 62 McGuckin

Diana Schwarz Popovich

Bill and Linda Wiandt

Frank and Mary Kay Danckaert

Kevin and Mary Lynne Krill

David L. Osborne

Robert J. Budd

Terence and Joan Hughes

Nancy Moneypenny Simon

Susan Korosa

Jim List
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1972
1972
1972
1973
1973
1973
1973
1973
1973

Bob and Debbie Mancino
Kathleen Messing

Ed and Mary Pullekins

Anne Lynett Clark

Cheryl League

Patrick Mattes and Sandra Zeno
Dennis and Darlene Krill
Ben ’66 and Pam ’69 Urdiales
Carole Zachardy

John and Karen Bader
Thomas ’67 and Patricia ’68 Cleary
John and Barbara Jost

Dave and Paula Singleton
Brian and Sharon Walsh
Mark Baumgardner

Ann Besch

Jim and Peggy Costigan
Deborah A. Culver

William Fritz

Cathleen Cleary Hawes

Craig Helfrick

Dr. Joseph M. Khoury

Chuck Maroon

Marjorie and Jeffery Parrish
Timothy and Jennifer DelMedico
Jim and Joan Kelley

Stanley and Lisa Bernat
Stephen and Catherine Buschko
Rosemary and Frank Floccari
Jim ’71 and Mary ’75 Lyons
Patricia Abdenour

Ken and Peggy Contrera
John and Alice Luse

David and Sherry Marshall
David and Terry McCulley
Kathy Coyne Bergh

Teresa Redle Brostowitz

Tom and Katy Karg

Bill and Peggy Keller

David Kish

Kaye Kipp Rowe

1973
1973
1974
1975
1975
1976
1977
1978
1978
1978
1978
1979
1980
1980
1981
1981
1981
1982
1982
1982
1984
1984
1984
1986
1986
1986
1989
1993
1995
1996
1996
1998
1998
2000
2001
2002
2002
2004
2005
2005
2012

James and Elizabeth Walsh
Patrick and Diana Wheeler
Charlie and Mary Crowley
Ray Boshara

Denise Labut

Phil Luby Family

Tim and Wendy Seikel

Patrick Hernon

Michelle and Mike Huber
Carl Krill I

Karen and Jeft Spangler
Cristine Pace

Anonymous

John and Nadine Rote

Michael and Kristine Hergenrother
Karen Kaim

Rick and Melissa Luby
Margaret and John Kastelic
Elizabeth Pinkerton

Marcy Smith

Aron and Jennifer Hanlon
John and Dianne Hergenrother
Sean and Theresa Walter
Anonymous

Paul and Dianne Hergenrother
Paul and Jenny Hummel

Fr. Christopher Trenta

Jack and Erica Gerstenmaier
Patricia and Ryan Rothkopf
Anne M. McFadden

Daniel and Colleen Tate
Michael and Mary Jo Kormushoff
Jennifer McDonald

Tim and Emily Marks

Emily Buehrle Boarman
Anonymous

The Danzy Family

Courtney Gerstenmaier Felton
Ryan and Jill Lang

Gregg and Nicole Pier

Liam Eitman
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