
 

1 2011 August 

 

ST. SEBASTIAN PARISH COUNCIL   

Regular Meeting – 25 August 2011   

IN ATTENDANCE: Fr. John Valencheck, Pastor   Barb Neman, Member 

Suzanne Donohoe, Chair  Mark Holaday, Past Chair 

Ernie Fournier, Vice Chair  Margaret (Meg) Lee, Member 

Peggy Reid, Member    

Dan Johnson, Member   Dick Spangler, Member 

Ellen Kaforey, Member   Marcy Smith, Member 

  

Call to order at 7:00 PM by Council Chair Suzanne Donohoe.   

 

The Opening Prayer: Dick Spangler – “Prayer of St. Francis” 

Minutes for July meeting:  1st and 2nd Mark and Meg minutes for July.  Minutes accepted. 

 

Marcy served pie in honor of Father Valencheck’s birthday.  

 

Pastor’s report:  

• School started on Tuesday.  So far without a hitch.  418 at the start.  Up—very good.  Father told Principal 

that biggest concern is discipline. 

• Border closing for library 

• Garden was a big hit. 

• Zhall floor was NOT ready as was promised 

• Organ contract ready to be signed 

• 65 people signed up for choir 

• Forest Lodge almost ready…just a few more things.  Yeah!  Very nice 

• Diocesean capital campaign…in silent phase now.  About to enter the next phase.  Third phase will start 

about December—open it up to the world!  SS made it over 25%, so we are doing well. 

• Now is a new intereclesial group.  Temple on Merriman will lhave a Sept 11 service with 3 west side 

catholic 2 jewish a couple protestants and a mosque. 

• Parking lot.  Bricks have not yet been offered but will go to view the bricks next week. 

• Missal continues to roll out.  Keep in the back of your mind.  Marketing committee to help with that. 

 

Finance and Marketing Committee—Marketing Committee Schedling for the rest of the year.  Finance Council 

calendar was submitted.  Thank you to Tim K for all of the year end work.  Considering a Parish credit card with 

rewards going to parish.  Just finished the diocese audit.  Done every three years. 

 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Donut Sunday—  August and September are being taken by the September Spectacular Committee. October is 

Social Justice or Christ Child..  Emmaus Round Table may take December.  November is Social Justice or Christ 

Child. Parish Council is Jnauary. 

 

Chancel Safety Modification Report – tabled for the August meeting. ECM presented 

 



 

2 2011 August 

 

WeGather: - Trying to set meetings for demonstration of program.  Suzanne set meetings for 6:30 PM for the 13th.   

 

COMMISSION REPORTS – no real reports as new term assignments were made.  Suzanne requested updates be 

directed to her. 

 

Worship:  - October Fest is proceeds will go to the organ fund. 

 

Altar Servers will be trained in October.  If there is anyone who knows servers who are interested.  Father will 

announce in class and in PSR.  Also need to recruit ushers.   

 

Spiritual Life / Faith Formation:  - No reports  

 

Parish Life:  Knights of Columbus for 5k race on October 22.  Sponsorship and permissions attained.  Fun walk (1 

mile.)  $20 to run, $10 to walk.  Tee shirts go to all who are registered.  Open to all.  Announcements will go in 

Plain Dealer and West Side Leader, Beacon.  Boy Scouts – caving.  Summer Camp was good. 

 

Social Justice:  Mother of Sorrows hosting a discussion on the Ordinary Mass; have an expressed desire for more 

handicapped pew space.  Also looking for respite care.  Can we make a referral?  Mature Services, Catholic Social 

Services.  Let us all watch how full the handicapped areas are.  

Surviving Spouses went to see “hello dolly”.  Second Annual Movie Series has begun (Beatitudes.) 

 

School and Administration: - School Advisory Committee, new representative will be Meg Lee. 

Suzanne Donohoe will be responsible for Parish Council; Mark Holaday will liaise with Finance Council and the 

Marketing Committee. 

 

Welcome Dinner:  Picnic on May 4th in 2012. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

“Pulse of the Parish” discussion.   

• A person questioned why we are not collecting for Good Smaritan Hunger Center and Open M.  We will 

follow up to be sure that the needs of these organizations are met. 

• Good words are shared about homilies.  We are pleased to have good homilies and to note that the 

homilies are on-line. 

• Trying to have more events where there is no fund-raising.  Especially for families. 

• Some are very happy that St. Sebastian is open to all and is welcoming. 

• Corpus Christi procession was wonderful.  “Taking Jesus to the streets.” 

We (Parish Council) should review our physical, mental, and spiritual needs of the parish?  Perhaps every 

meeting we should discuss this. 

 

Next meeting is scheduled for September 22, 2011 7:00 PM. 

Ellen K will have Opening Prayer and Dick S will have Closing Prayer for the next meeting.   

 

Closing Prayer by Marcy “Time has Come” 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Elizabeth Corbin Murphy 

Secretary. 


