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If you have not already heard, it is my
pleasure and honor to announce to you that
Saint Sebastian has been chosen to be
among the parishes to receive one of the
men who are to be ordained to the
priesthood for the Diocese of Cleveland this
year!  This past October 25th Bishop
Lennon ordained into the transitional
priesthood Deacon Kevin Eastabrook,
Deacon Matthew Pfeiffer, Deacon Anthony
Suso, Deacon Sean Ralph, and Deacon
Christopher Trenta.  On May 16th, after the
imposition of hands by our Bishop Richard
Lennon, they became members of the
priesthood of Christ.

Beginning on June 9th, Fr. Pfeiffer will be
calling Saint Sebastian home.  His
assignment with us is for four years.  After
years of study he began the more practical
aspects of ministry during his deaconate
year at Saint Rita.  During this time he
assisted at Mass, baptizing, preaching,
helping couples prepare for marriage, and
going about the other normal routines of a
deacon.  I hope you look forward as much as
I do to welcoming him to our parish and
having him "get dry behind the ears# in his
priestly ministry and identity.

Father Pfeiffer, 29, grew up in nearby Holy
Family Parish in Stow.  He graduated from
Hoban High School, attended the University
of Akron, and contemplated a military career
before going into the seminary.  Not only can
this parish provide him with much to chew
on, but also he will bring us a wealth of
experience and new energy.  Please keep him
in your prayers.

His parents Lou and Micki however are still very
active members of St. Sebastian. His priestly
assignment will be at Saint Mary in Wooster.
They are in need of priests who speak Spanish
there and Fr. Trenta has been working hard at his
skills in Spanish, a service of increasing necessity
in the diocese.  Just as a side note, he also just
happens to be my cousin!  Please keep these men
and all of the newly ordained in your prayers.

On a more somber note, this news also means that
we will not be seeing as much of Fr. Yahner.
Father has graciously offered his services over
the course of my first year here at Saint Sebastian
taking Masses when there were multiple Masses
on a given day, on my day away, and on the
weekend knowing how difficult it might be
establishing one$s self as an administrator and
being at the parish all by myself.  I wish to thank
him publicly for his support and assistance.  We
hope to still see him from time to time and wish
him well as he moves on to other projects and
offers assistance at other parishes that are in
need.

God bless,

Fr. Valencheck

Fr. John Valencheck Fr. Matthew Pfeiffer

A son of the parish was also ordained at the same
time!  Fr. Trenta grew up at Saint Sebastian
though he had moved in later years (he was a late
vocation as was I) and so was a member of Saint
Hilary and will have his First Mass of
Thanksgiving there.
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Why Do I Believe in God?

Our Deepest Fear?
Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate...

Our deepest fear is...that we are powerful beyond measure.
It is our light, not our darkness that most frightens us.

We ask ourselves,
Who am I to be brilliant, gorgeous, talented and fabulous?

Actually, Who are you...not to be?

You are a child of God.
Your playing small does not serve the world.

There is nothing enlightened about shrinking...
So that other people won!t feel insecure around you.

We were born to make manifest the glory of God that is within us.
It is not just in some of us; it is in everyone.

And as we...let our own light shine,
We unconsciously give other people permission to do the same.

As we...are liberated from fear,
Our presence automatically liberates others...to do the same.

(Written by the African Nelson Mandela, who was imprisoned for 27 years for
fighting against the South African Apartheid and who after his release from prison

was elected as their President.)

Day to Day
I go into the world each day

Knowing that God!s hand is guiding me.
His love supporting me.

His light shining through me.
His spirit within me.

Through Christ our Lord.
Amen

John Roetzel

Josh Mills
God helps us in our every day life and helps others.  I hope He helps you, too.  He is someone I can turn to.

Brianna Arman
I believe in God because He is our Savior and our one true God.  He saved us from sin; He is the creator of
our lives and we are forever blessed because of God.

Elise Salada Hazlett
I believe in God because He is with me always and will always protect me.  He lets me be united with Him
through the Eucharist and thorugh prayer. He gave his only son so that my sins will be forgiven.

...was the question Youth Minister Cathy Sivec asked her junior high students.
                 Below are their spontaneous answers and insights.

Josh Mills Brianna Arman Elise Hazlett
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First Holy Communion - The Journey of Faith
By Diana Tornichio

Do you remember the excitement and awe that you felt the very first time you received the real
presence of Jesus into your heart in the Holy Eucharist?  Think back.  Do you remember how all of your
prayers and those of the whole Church were focused on the Priest as he held his hands over the bread and
wine at the Consecration and called down the Holy Spirit to change them into the Body and Blood of Jesus?
The memories of that day are so special for each of us.

My husband and I had the chance to relive the joy of that experience on May 3, 2009, when two of our
grandchildren, Ashley and Dominick, joined the group of 75 St. Sebastian boys and girls as they walked down
the aisle to receive their First Holy Communion from Father Valencheck who celebrated the Mass.  The
children were excited and well prepared.  They seemed to have a firm grasp on what the Eucharist means to
them, and if you asked them, they could readily explain why the bread and wine they received is special.
They know that the Holy Spirit changes it into the real presence: the Body and Blood of Jesus.

Director of Religious Education Elaine Fechko talked about the yearlong preparation the parish!s second
grade students received.  They attended weekly classes where they learned about the Mass and many of the
prayers Catholics pray during liturgical celebrations. They attended a Family Reconciliation in December, a
Family Reunion event in March, and a day-long retreat in April called "Jesus Day# that included special
activities to prepare them for their First  Holy Communion.  Some of the parents and children joined Father
Valencheck in a special Eucharistic Adoration evening in April, which helped the parents to further understand
how to prepare the children.  Elaine likes to involve the whole family in the children!s preparation, and she
maintains that parents are the first and foremost educators of their children.

Both the St. Sebastian Day School and the PSR children used books from the Christ Our Life series.  The
Day School children also used a book called The Mass, which gives a step-by-step explanation of what
happens during the celebration of the Mass and explains the Priest!s vestments.  The PSR children used work
sheets about faith, the story of family and the meaning of Communion.

Mrs. Kelly Gupta, one of three Day School religion teachers, said her students received instructions daily, and
they attended a second Reconciliation in March.  They have been involved in service projects such as making
tags for the Church Giving Tree at Christmas and making place mats for patients at St. Edward Home.  As a
special project, she read them the book, Jesus Came to My House, and asked them to write about what they
would do if Jesus actually came to their houses.  She was so touched by their thoughtful answers that their
writings were mounted and displayed on "Jesus Day#. They talked about Heaven while they blew bubbles
that sailed away to Heaven.

PSR teacher Linda Kilian let the children act out some of the Bible stories in her class.  She described how
dramatically Dominick (our grandson) crawled across the floor and then leapt to his feet to jump for joy, while
she read the Gospel story of the lame man who was cured by Jesus.

Our children have been learning the story of our faith by studying scripture, by prayer and through instruction.
They were ready to joyfully receive God!s greatest gift of Jesus. Congratulations to all of our First
Communicants and may God bless you as you begin your journey of faith.  We are proud of you and we will
be happy to see you joining us at the table of the Lord.
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Answering the Call Through Music

Her exhortations to the
assembled body: •Give it more
energy! Give it more energy!•
are like preaching to the choir.
And that•s exactly what it is.

When the St. Sebastian Parish Choir
struck up a chorus, director/organist
Lynn Frey stopped them mid-phrase.
Leaping, as it were, from the organ
bench, the blond-bobbed ball of energy
recited another familiar refrain to the 40
or so choristers gathered in the choir loft:
•Sing the line through • keep it moving •
make it more legato• Give me rich
chocolate!•

In her work with the choir and other
groups at our church, Lynn Frey brings a
dedication and passion to carrying out
her mission as organist/director, a twin
billing she assumed in the fall of 2007
after the departure of the previous choir
director, Dr. J.D. Goddard. Previously,
Lynn had the less demanding role of
choir organist. Now she both plays the
organ and directs the choir or other
groups, with her hands acting as a baton
(while her feet continue to keep the
organ going).

 Her mission is clear: •It•s not about
performance, but how to help people get
closer through music,• Lynn says. •We
want the music to come as close to the
readings as possible. When we get all the
music to fit the prayers and the readings,
and everything flows, they (the
parishioners) should have a sense of
closeness with God through all of that.
Our faith is the ultimate goal • it•s a
weekly practice.•

Lynn, who began her training on
organ at age 8 in her native
Minerva and started playing the
organ in a church in nearby New
Franklin at age 10, oversees not
only the Parish Choir. Also under
her guidance are the Praise and
Worship Ensemble (formerly
Music Ministry), the children•s
choir, hand bell choir, men•s
quartet, cantors and the new
Resurrection Choir for funerals.
She also started the school
cantoring program, teaches music
in the PSR program and teaches
children music for their
Confirmation Mass. Further, she is
responsible for all weddings,
funerals and prayer services.

 •Anything having to do with
liturgy in the church is my
responsibility,• says Lynn, who
plays the organ for two weekend
and two weekday services • plus
all the Holy Days of obligation,
Christmas and Easter. In addition,
she has 11 private students in
piano and organ at her North
Canton home.

Lynn came to St. Sebastian Parish
after nearly 22 years at St. Joseph
Catholic Church in Canton and
before that, she was at two
churches in San Diego, California.

Her own musical education began
due to her heritage, in large part.
Her parents owned an organ, her
grandmother was a pianist and her
grandfather, a violinist. Her organ
teacher didn•t insist on her
practicing for any structured length
of time, •so I•d do small frames of
practice, and in between playing, I
was being a kid,• Lynn recalls. But
her instruction paid off. She was
the Akron/Canton Young Organist
Competition winner who went on to
Nationals in 1985.

Lynn has two children, Jeffrey and
Matt, the latter a music student at
the University of Akron who has
accompanied the choir on drums for
special occasions. On another
personal note, Lynn plans to be
married in June to Timothy
Steward, who is in the St. Joseph•s
choir in Canton, where they met.

Of her feelings for St. Sebastian
and its fairly new administrator,
Father John Valencheck, Lynn sings
nothing but praise: •I don•t see this
church staying stagnant. I•ve seen
growth and I•ve seen the search
for a quality Mass.•

 Of Father, she says, •He brings a
resurgence; he•s full of vitality. You
don•t have many priests left of this
age (early 40s). We•re very
fortunate at St. Sebastian to have
that.•

(cont. on pg 7)

Lynn Frey

Our Chorus Director
and Organist

by Bill Canterbury

Lynn Frey, CAGO, MM

And in her leisure? She loves to
walk, do yoga (•It•s a mind-body
thing that keeps me calm•) and
trains her dog Riley, an Australian
Shepherd.



Faith in Action - Family of Faith
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•The Lord who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his name.• Lk.1:49

by Marian Neugebauer

We are the Neugebauer Family, hoping to share
how God has shown us His love and reminds us that we
are His children.  The Lord began this !domestic church"
more than 21 years ago, bringing Bill and Marian together
with news that they would probably not be able to have
children.  Fervent intercession to Our Lady of Guadalupe
then brought forth Gabriel John, followed by Maria
Therese, Lucia Mary, Liliana Maureen, Roberto Josemaria,
Cecilia Mary and Rita Mary.  Countless stories of God#s
providence and goodness have woven the tapestry of our
family life.

When Gabriel and Maria were toddlers, we were striving,
along with other families, to raise our children in a strong,
Catholic, Christ-centered home.  At that time there was a
bishop in Mexico who had invited a group of us to live out
this vision in his diocese.  Our family had the privilege of
helping to set up the beginnings of a mission for the
renewal of family life in Reynosa, Mexico, which is still
flourishing today.

We worked with the bishop and mission team to bring men
and women into the fullness of a personal relationship with
Jesus Christ; reconciling husbands and wives to the Lord,
the Church and one another and assisting them in raising
their children in the faith.  It was a time of great grace in
our lives.  Many have asked us why we would give up the
comforts of being settled as a young family to embrace the
sacrifices of leaving to go on this mission.

We originally took a six-month leave of absence
(from work and our home) and went to help get the
mission set up.  However, we then found the people
and work we were doing so inspiring that we ended
up staying more than two years.  One inspiring
example would be the large Mexican family that
invited us to dinner.  They had no electricity or
running water yet they worked hard to prepare a nice
meal.  The father had put together a car dome light
$ hooking it to a car battery to provide light for him
to read the Scriptures and lead prayers.

Their faith and joy in the midst of such simplicity was
magnetic.  We made an effort to enter into some of
the simplicity and hardship of their lives and quickly
came to see how spoiled we had become living with
the luxury and variety available in this country. We
have many treasured memories of the honor it was to
serve in Mexico and Texas, (including the birth of our
daughter Lucia).

God#s plan redirected us to the mission field of
!home" and family in Ohio. Our journey headed in a
new direction.  Our children had been praying for a
new baby when we suggested that they pray for !the
children God wanted in our family".  Then through a
series of fortunate events and miracles, the Lord sent
us to Mexico City for a month to welcome Liliana,
Roberto and Cecilia into the family.

That same year, God answered that prayer for a new
baby and in His goodness ushered Rita into the
Neugebauer tapestry as well.  Adding four children in
one year made for a busy year or, shall we say,
!years."  During this wonderfully busy time we#ve
experienced God#s providence in many ways.

At the end of each week we have the tradition of
writing down all the things we are thankful for in a
!gratitude journal."  Some of the highlights have been
the support of our !family fundraisers" to be able to
go on vacation at Lakeside (Lake Erie); the finding
of our home; the celebration of First Communions
and Confirmations; and many answers to prayer.  At
the end of the year we are able to read back through
the pages and recall His providence and the support
we have received from the generosity of others.

(cont. on pg. 7)

(Insert) Gabriel
(Back Row) Maria, Marian, Bill, Lucia, Roberto
(Front Row)  Liliana, Cecilia, Rita



Living the Faith
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St. Sebastian Parish is blessed to
have many beautiful religious
artifacts and works of art. Local
fiber artist Karen Hanna is gratified
to know one of her works is part of
the collection. Karen created the
large art quilt of Our Lady of
Guadalupe that hangs in the
vestibule. The large 7- by 4 -foot
textile was completed in 2004.  She
is a self-taught fiber artist who
purchased her first sewing machine
in 1985 and took a few classes. She
jokes that people typically
•underestimate• her work until they
see it.

Karen, a sixth grade teacher at
Copley-Fairlawn Middle School, has
created several art quilts which she
has donated to community groups.
She was encouraged by Father
Robert Jackson, former St. Sebastian
associate pastor, and Alex Dillan,
former music minister, to design a
quilt for St. Sebastian. She chose
Our Lady of Guadalupe, the
celebrated 16th century icon of the
Virgin Mary, as her subject.

Our Lady of Guadalupe, the patron
saint of the Americas, is honored on
her Feast day of December 12.
According to accounts, during a walk
from his home village to Mexico City
on December 9, 1531, Juan Diego
saw a vision of a young woman
surrounded by light on the Hill of
Tepeyac. Speaking in the local
language of Nahuatl, the Lady asked
for a church to be built at that site in
her honor.

Several other miracles ensued,
including the appearance of roses on
the same hilltop in the winter and the
image of the Lady herself on the
front of Juan Diego•s peasant cloak.
Within a short time, six million native
Mexicans who had previously
resisted the efforts of the
missionaries were inspired to be
baptized as Christians.

to compliment the church•s
interior and assembling her
materials. The image she selected
had to be translated into a palette
of fabric colors and textures and
then assembled like a puzzle into a
finished quilt. The large size of the
work was a special challenge and
Karen recruited the help of her
parents and daughter as she
stitched piece by piece using a
sewing machine and her dining
room table as her work station.

Surrounded by pale blue sky,
Karen•s image of Our Lady of
Guadalupe is prayerful and serene
in a creamy white gown and royal
blue mantle accented with gold
stars. Her detailing • the gold
lame rays of light, the bed of navy
quilted roses, as well as her
subject•s face • cause passersby
to stop, reflect and marvel before
proceeding in or out of church.

Another quilt by Karen is on
display at the Hospice of Visiting
Nurse Service & Justin T. Rogers
Care Center on Ridgewood Road
in Fairlawn. The central graphic is
the Beatles lyric, •I don•t know
why you say goodbye; I say
hello.•

In the aftermath of the 9-11
terrorist attacks on New York and
Washington in 2001, Karen led her
Copley Middle School students in
making a quilt to donate to a fire
station in New York City•s SoHo
District that was in close proximity
to the collapsed World Trade
Centers.

•It was a gesture of thanks to
these fire fighters who responded
to that call and worked tirelessly
to save people,• Karen said. •
Using red, white and blue fabrics,
we traced the hand of each
student and they were arranged in
the shape of an American flag. I
delivered the quilt to the station
and they were quite surprised and
moved by this gift coming to them
from Akron, Ohio.•

Whether they are New York
firefighters responding to a call,
families saying •good-bye• to a
loved one, or St. Sebastian
parishioners attending Mass,
Hanna•s quilts encourage people
to pause, pray and appreciate the
moment even if they never have
the opportunity to meet the artist
who created them.

by Holly Pupino The Quilt of Our Lady of Guadalupe

Karen devoted more than a year to
the work, researching the history of
the Blessed Virgin, studying her
various images, creating her design
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(cont. from pg 4)

Lynn has introduced some special music in the past
year, including what is likely to become a tradition,
the Lessons and Carols concert during Advent, a mix
of scripture readings and religious music. She also
introduced the First Sunday of Lent concert to lend
focus to the spirituality of the occasion. She envisions
doing a Requiem mass during Lent. •I think it raises
the bar for all choral groups to have exciting
programs, something special that people can come to
that St. Sebastian can call its own.•

There is always the unknown that concerns her
foremost: •One thing I say, the human factor is
always the one thing that happens in the liturgy. Some
things are out of our control, and people•s emotions
won•t be affected the same way every week,• Lynn
notes. •But if we can come close to getting people
closer to God • I don•t care if I reach just one
person through the liturgy • I•ve done what I can
do.•

What remains is the fabric of our ordinary daily lives,
which I believe we share with all of you.  They
include surviving medical emergencies, finishing
science projects, car pooling and school events,
answered prayers and extreme sorrow for souls who
have left us, volunteer service hours and library
books due yesterday, car repairs and learning to text
message, teaching catechism at dinner and endless
reminders to •please use your manners,• homework
assignments and learning to ride a bike (or YIKES
drive a car), musicals and summer camp; along with
various family traditions for Advent, Christmas, Lent,
Easter, May altars, birthdays and anniversaries.

God provides all of these opportunities for us to take
the circumstances of our ordinary lives and become
holy.  As this tapestry of our journey continues, we
hope to remind one another of our adoption as His
children and that the best is yet to come!

(cont. from pg. 5)

Take Time to THINK ...
It is the source of power.
Take time to READ...
It is the source of wisdom.
Take time to PRAY...
It is the greatest power on earth.
Take time to LOVE  and BE LOVED...
It is a God-given privilege.
Take time to be FRIENDLY...
It is the road to happiness.
Take time to LAUGH ...
It is the music of the soul.
Take time to GIVE ...
It is too short a day to be selfish.
Take time to do CHARITY ...
It is the key to heaven.

The Pallottines of St. Jude Shrine, Baltimore

2008-2009
Fiscal Year

YTD Financial
Summary

as of 4.30.2009

Revenues
YTD Church Revenues

Budget        Actual
 $1,066,065      $1,096,728

YTD School Revenues
Budget        Actual

$1,350,366      $1,296,361

Total Revenues
Budget        Actual

$2,416,431    $2,393,089
(Unfavorable difference = $23,342)

Expenses
YTD Church Expenses

Budget      Actual
$639,792    $615,067

YTD School Expenses
Budget      Actual

$1,720,006     $1,727,540

Total Expenses
Budget      Actual

 $2,359,798   $2,342,607
(Favorable difference = $17,191)

NET TOTAL                      Budget     Actual
 Revenues less Expenses $56,633    $50,482

Deficit as of June 30, 2008 $235,805
Less Net Total                        $50,482
Deficit as of April 30, 2009 $185,323
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ON GOING  ACTIVITIES
Confessions - Fri 4:00-5:00pm, Sat 9:30-10:00am
Tuesday Nursing Home Liturgies - 4:00pm
        1st Tuesday at Rockynol
        2nd Tuesday at Manor Care
         3rd Tuesday at White Pond Villa
Rosary & Chaplet of Divine Mercy after daily Mass
Rosary Cenacle - Fridays at 1:00pm in Church
Eucharistic Adoration - Tuesdays 8:40am - 7:45pm
           Closing with Benediction
Eucharistic Prayer during Adoration - 7:00 - 7:45pm
Young Adult Group - Tuesdays at 7:00pm
              In Servers! Sacristy
Legion  of Mary - Mondays following Mass
               In Servers! Sacristy
Third Order of Discalced Carmelites - 1st Sundays
             at 1:00pm in Servers! Sacristy
Handbell Choir - Practice Thursdays 5:30 - 7:00pm
             In Church
Parish Choir - Practice Thursdays 7:30 - 9:00pm
              In Church
Praise & Worship Ensemble - Practice Wednesdays
              7:30 - 9:00pm in Church

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES

Bible Study - 2nd and 4th Monday
           At 501 Orlando Avenue
Christian Men!s Group - Tuesdays 7:00 - 8:00am
         Contact rectory

              MINISTRY GROUPS
Knights of Columbus - 1st Wednesdays at 7:30pm
            In Byrider Hall
Social Justice Group - 3rd Sundays, 10:00 - 11:00am

St. Vincent de Paul Society - Thursdays 8:00 - 9:00pm
             In Byrider Hall

18 - Grounds Crew 8:00am - 12:00pm

                            JULY

                    AUGUST
08 - Little Flower Garden Club - Flower Show
          9:00am - 3:00pm Zwisler Hall
03-07 - Junior High Summer Camp - Daily
          9:00am - 3:00pm
26 - SCHOOL START


