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476 Mull Avenue, Akron, Ohio 44320 
www.stsebastian.org 
 
Rectory ........................................................................................... 836-2233 
For a priest at night and only in the event of urgent sickness or imminent death: ... 836-2233 
School office……………………………………………………….. 836-9107 
Pre-school office……………………………………………………836-3838 
 
Reverend John A. Valencheck ................................................ Administrator 
Reverend William D. Karg................................................... Pastor Emeritus 
Reverend John T. McDonough ........................................... Pastor Emeritus 
Reverend Mr. Terry Peacock ............................................................Deacon 
Howard J. Scheetz ............................................................... School Principal 
Elaine Fechko ...................................................................................... DRE 
Timothy Kastelic .................................................... Parish Business Manager 
Jennifer Jones ........................................................................ Office Manager 
Melane Francis ........................................................................ PSR Principal 
Lynn Frey, CAGO, MM ..................................... Director of Music/Organist 
Cathy Sivec……………………………………………………Youth Minister 

 
 
Daily after morning Mass followed by Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
 
330-825-9330, 330-867-2757, 330-873-1559, 330-864-2687, 330-867-7081 
 
Sunday 9:00am 
 11:00am 
Saturday 4:30pm (Vigil Mass) 
M-T-W-Th-F 8:00am 
Thursday 8:15am during school 
 

Grades K to 8 classes are from 9:30 to 10:45am 

 
 
During 9:00am Mass for toddlers 1–3 years. For information please contact Anne 
Grass, Nursery Coordinator at 330-864-0337. 
 

330-825-1900, 330-644-4490, 330-434-2221, 330-253-4071 
 
Friday 4:00 to 5:00pm, Saturday 9:30 to 10:00am and by appointment 

 
Tuesdays, 8:30am–8:00pm, Church, closing Eucharistic Prayer 7:00–8:00pm 

 
New parishioners are most welcome and should phone the rectory as soon as 
possible in order to schedule an appointment to register. Current parishioners who 
must leave us should call the rectory with your date of departure. We’ll miss you 
and bid you God’s blessings. 

Parish address 

 
Telephones 

 
 

Parish Staff 

 
 

Rosary 
 

Prayer Line 
 

Liturgy of Eucharist 
 
 
 
 
Parish School of 
Religion (PSR) 
 

Nursery 

 
Options to Abortion 
 

Sacrament of 
Reconciliation 
 
 

Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament 
 

Registration 
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Greetings, 

 

It was fun seeing so many of you at the Cathedral for the ordination of the five men to the priesthood 

for the Diocese of Cleveland. Included in this group were Fr. Trenta, who grew up in St Sebastian 

parish and Fr. Pfeiffer who will join us on June 9th as our Parochial Vicar. Right now they are all on 

vacation, resting up from school work and ordination festivities (they are not allowed to take a vacation 

for the first year after this.) Once again please keep all the new priests in your prayers. 

 

My other news is not such joyful. After almost five years of service here at St. Sebastian, Elaine Fechko 

will be leaving our ranks at the end of June. We are most grateful to her for her work as director of 

religious education, sacramental preparation and RCIA. Thankfully, she will be here through Vacation 

Bible School. Though we still have quite some time with Elaine, I would like to take this early 

opportunity to thank her for all of her work here at Saint Sebastian. I’ve invited her to write the second 

half of my letter today so that she might have a few words with you. Please keep her in your prayers. 

 

God bless, 

 

 

Fr. Valencheck 

 

 

Good Bye from Elaine Fechko 

 
It saddens me greatly to have to write this letter to you. As you know, it has been announced that St. 

Sebastian is receiving a Parochial Vicar. Thus, my last day with you will be June 30. 

 

I have met and worked with many devoted and dedicated servants of the Lord here at St. Sebastian. It 

has been a great joy to serve this community. I shall remember you all fondly because I have learned so 

much from your example of stewardship for your community and love for God. It will be hard to leave 

because I have grown to love you all so much. I only ask that you carry on with the plans we have made 

for the future and keep moving forward. 

 

May God’s blessings continue to pour out on you. 

 

 

Elaine Fechko 

From The Administrator 
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Seventh Week of Easter 

 
Monday, May 25, Bede the Venerable, priest & doctor, Gregory VII, pope; Mary Magdalene de Pazzi, virgin 
  Rectory Closed 
  No School 
 9:00am Mass for Bob Mascolo (Anniversary) Fr. Valencheck 
  Reading for the day: Acts 19:1-8/ Jn 16:29-33 

 
Tuesday, May 26, Philip Neri, priest 
 8:00am Mass for James S. Tan Fr. McCafferty 
 8:30am to 8:00pm Adoration (Benediction at 7:45pm) Church 
  Reading for the day: Acts 20:17-27/Jn 17:1-11a 

 
Wednesday, May 27, Augustine of Canterbury, bishop 
 8:00am Mass for John McFadden (Anniversary) Fr. Yahner 
  Reading for the day: Acts 20:28-38/Jn 17:11b-19 

 
Thursday, May 28 
 8:15am Mass for Bridget E. Keeney Fr. Valencheck 
  Reading for the day: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11/Jn 17:20-26 

 
Friday, May 29 
 8:00am Mass for James Tainer Fr. Valencheck 
 1:00pm Rosary Cenacle Church 
 4:00 to 5:00pm Confession Church 
  Reading for the day: Acts 25:13b-21/Jn 21:15-19 

 
Saturday, May 30 
 8:00am Mass for Donald Besch Fr. Yahner 
 8:00am to 12:00noon Grounds Crew Work Day Church Grounds 
 9:30 to 10:00am Confession Church 
 4:00 to 8:00pm International Festival Zwisler Hall 
 4:30pm Vigil Mass for Joan O’Connell Fr. Valencheck 
 4:45 to 5:05pm Children’s Liturgy of the Word Church & Rectory 
  Reading for the day: Acts 28:16-20, 30-31/Jn 21:20-25 

 
Sunday, May 31, Pentecost Sunday 
 9:00am Mass for the People of St. Sebastian Fr. Yahner 
 11:00am Mass for Edward Furman Fr. Valencheck 
 11:15 to 11:35am Children’s Liturgy of the Word Church & Rectory 
  Reading for the day: Ez 37:1-14 or Jl 3:1-5/Rom 8:22-27/Jn 7:37-39 
 

 

Have a Blessed Week! 
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Submitting Bulletin Articles 
Request for Bulletin articles must be submitted by 1:00pm 

Sunday. Request for full pages must be submitted 2 weeks 

in advance using Microsoft Word or Publisher software. 

We will accept no more than 2 requests for full page 

inserts in a given week and they will be handled on a first-

come first-serve basis. In order to accommodate everyone 

it would be preferential to run full pages 1 time only. 

Articles can be run a maximum of 2 weeks if space 

permits. All requests for verbal announcements must be 

turned into the Church Office by 9:00am on Thursday. 

Those received after this time will be announced the 

following weekend. You may drop off your request at the 

Rectory, fax it to 330-836-2235 or e-mail to 

jonesj@stsebastian.org. 
 

Development Director Position Open 
St Sebastian Parish Foundation is seeking a Development 

Director. The qualified candidate will have 3-5 years of 

relevant development experience. Interested individuals 

should send a request via email to devdir@stsebastian.org 

for more information. 
 

Evening Custodian Job Opening 
St. Sebastian Parish is hiring a part-time evening custodian 

for the cleaning of our facilities, 20 to 30 hours per week. 

Interested individuals should contact Aaron Salsbury by 

calling 330-836-2233 or by completing a job application at 

the rectory. Background check is mandatory. 
 

Social Justice Ministry…and Justice for All 
Ohio Tenant Protection Act 

Background: Around 30% of all Ohio foreclosures 

involve rental properties. Innocent tenants are frequently 

surprised with 3-day notices of eviction. This costs them 

an average of $2,500 in moving expenses and lost security 

deposits, appliances, and furniture. Lots of people don’t 

have that sort of money on hand and are forced to turn to 

charities and government assistance, as well as face 

temporary homelessness. 

Ohio Sub H.B. 9 provides the following: 

Requires landlords to give current tenants a 60-day 

notice when their homes enter foreclosure. 

Converts existing rental agreements to month-to-

month in case of foreclosure. 

Transfers the renter’s security deposits from the 

previous owner to the purchaser. 

Stewardship Thought 
“This Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven will return 

in the same way as you have seen him going into heaven.   
- - Acts:9:31 

How strong is your faith? Do you believe that Jesus will 
return? In the Gospel Jesus tells us that He will return and 
when He does He will separate us into sheep and goats, 
depending on how much we used our blessings to help 
those in need. So how strong is your faith? The answer 
can be found in how much you give. 
 

Invitation to all Parishioners 
With gratitude to God, a Mass of Thanksgiving will be 
celebrated to mark the Golden Jubilee of Ordination to 
the Priesthood of Bishop Anthony M. Pilla on Monday, 
June 1 at 7:00pm at St. John Cathedral. The Mass will be 
followed by a public reception at One Cleveland Center 
(one block north of the Cathedral on East Ninth Street). 
Please join in giving thanks to God for the many years of 
priestly ministry of our friend and shepherd, Bishop Pilla. 
Free and secure parking is available. 
 

Family Perspectives 
Jesus has ascended back to heaven. Before ascending, he 
commanded us to live and preach the Gospel. We run a 
relay race of faith. Each family generation hands on the 
baton of faith to the next generation, teaching by example 
who Jesus is and how to live the Gospel. Don’t drop the 
baton! 
 

Notice for Grounds Crew 
Our next work day is coming up this Saturday, May 30. It 
is the “big” day when we plant flowers and spread mulch. 
We need all hands on deck for these jobs, no experience 
necessary. We will meet at the Rectory Porch at 8:00am 
and work no later than 12:00noon. If you can, please 
bring tools for planting, and wheelbarrows, pitch forks 
and shovels for mulch. See you on Saturday. 
 

An Invitation to First Friday Luncheon 
Dear Parishioners, If you would like to attend a First 
Friday Luncheon, please RSVP to Joan Brownfield at 330-
836-2233 ext. 114. The Parish table is in the process of 
being filled and a limited number of complementary seats 
are available for the following dates: 
June 5 Topic Running an Ethical Company in a Changing World 
July 10* -Topic How Do You See the World - An African 
Perspective (*second Friday) 
August 7 - Topic The Gift of the Holy Spirit: New Energy for an 
Old Idea 



6  •  S T .  S E B A S T I A N  P A R I S H ,  A K R O N ,  O H I O  

all the sick of the parish: Grayce Bocanelli, 

Thomas McCort, & Charlotte Lesneski. 

When admitted to the hospital, please notify 

the Rectory Office. Due to the HIPAA rules, 

hospitals no longer inform parishes of their patients. 

 

 

Let us pray for those recently deceased 

especially: Carl Munka. 

 

 

 

Congratulations to  

Carmella & Ross Angeletti on 

their 71st Wedding Anniversary 

Youth Ministry News 
Senior High Youth Ministry 

May 

24 - Senior Recognition Lunch Today in St. Sebastian 
Byrider Hall, 12:00noon-2:00pm. Join us for lunch as we 
honor our 2009 graduates! Please RSVP so enough food 
can be prepared! 
30 - St. Sebastian International Festival in Zwisler Hall 
and Playground from 4:00-8:00pm. Volunteers needed to 
run the Cake Walk! 
 

Junior High Youth Ministry 

May 

30 - St. Sebastian International Festival in Zwisler Hall 
from 4:00-8:00pm. Volunteers needed to face paint.  
 

Call Cathy Sivec with questions 
St. Vincent  330-535-3135 ext. 11 
St. Sebastian  330-836-2233 ext. 104 
Home   330-835-1427 
 

VBS Wish List 
The volunteers who are helping us with Vacation Bible 

School have a wish list. If you are able to donate any of 

the following items, please bring them to the Rectory and 

mark them VBS. I will see that they get them. 

Elaine Fechko  

Sandpaper, wood mallets, watercolor paints, paint brushes, 

paper towels, tennis balls, baskets (assorted sizes), scissors, 

imitation flowers/berries, magic markers, (permanent), small 

jewels and craft glue. 

Adoration for Vocation Campaign 
Vocations are everyone’s business 

 
Lord, we pray especially that families will be able to 

accept the gift of the priesthood of consecrated life and 
give it its true value. 

 
Please offer one hour First Tuesday 

from 8:30am to 8:00pm 
for vocations 

 
Community prayer at 7:00pm 

Closing with Benediction at 7:45pm 
 

The Harvest is Great - the Laborers are Few 

Financial Update 
 
Week of May 17, 2009 
 
 4:30pm....................................................... $3,814 
 9:00am ....................................................... $4,424 
 11:00am ....................................................... $4,097 
 Mailed in to Rectory ................................. $2,339 
 EGIVE (Electronic Giving) .................... $2,952 
 
 Total Collection ....................................... $17,626 
 Weekly Budget ......................................... $19,600 

 Over/Under ................... <$1,974> 
 *EGIVE is a weekly average based on a monthly total 

 
Year to Date Actual ................................. $898,895 
Year to Date Budget ................................ $904,869 
Year to Date Actual/Budget ................ <$5,974> 
 
Thank you for your continued commitment to St. 
Sebastian’s Parish. Please note any amount 
collected over our weekly operating budget is 
used to reduce the accumulated operating 
deficit. 
 
We pray for your continued generous support of 
God’s work here at St. Sebastian. 
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St. Sebastian Students Recognized 
Students were recognized at the City of Akron Holocaust 
Awards Banquet. The theme of this year’s contest was: 
Kristallnacht “The Night of Broken Glass” November  
9-10, 1938: The Eruption of State Sponsored Violence 
against Jews in Germany and Austria. What are the origins 
of mass violence?” The hope was that this theme 
provided inspiration for thought-provoking art and 
writing and awareness in young people. With the help of 
instructors, Katrina Stoneman, Anthony Rohr and 
Michael McDonald the students were able to soar with 
success. We are proud that all of our students were able to 
learn about this part of history. The following students 
were recognized in the category of Visual Art: 
 
First Place Winners: 
Why?  Alec Bryson, Noah Lin & Mason Ulrich 
 
Second Place Winners: 
Broken Glass: Broken Lives:  Olivia Buzzi, Joanna 
Cardarelli & Jaclyn Musci 
Happy Memories Faded into Darkness:  Jaizelle Wilson 
 
Honorable Mention: 
Synagogue Elimination:  Stan Dembosky, Thomas Seikel 
& Jacob Sivec 
Half and Half of Evil:  Jacob Gura & Diego Lugo 
Shattered Glass:  Cullin Arn, Ashley Kouri & Kellie Walsh 
Walking a Mile in a Holocaust’s Survivor’s Shoes:  Evan 
Seiberling. 

Blessed is the Fruit of Thy Womb 
As we follow the probable development 
of Jesus from His conception on March 
25 to His birth, He would have been 
living two months in His mother’s womb 
by May 24. Barely more than an inch long, 
Jesus would have developed from an 

embryo into a “fetus,” the Latin word for “young one” or 
“offspring.” All His body systems would have been fully 
formed. An ultrasound would have shown His arms and 
legs moving. He would even have been able to grasp an  
object if it could have been put into His hand. Let us pray 
for mothers whose babies did not survive this far into pregnancy. 
 

Take Action to Oppose Embryonic Stem 
Cell Research 
The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops 
(USCCB) has launched a new “Oppose Destructive Stem 
Cell Research” campaign, which urges citizens to contact 
Congress and the National Institutes of Health (NIH) to 
oppose embryonic stem cell research and support ethical 
cures and treatments. The campaign is facilitated by the 
USCCB’s partner organization, the National Committee 
for a Human Life Amendment (NCHLA). The NIH 
proposed guidelines for federally funded research will 
require destroying live human embryos for their stem 
cells. The draft guidelines are open for public comment 
through May 26. TAKE ACTION:  The website 
www.nchla.org/stemcell enables citizens to send messages 
to Congress and then to the National Institutes of Health: 
1) First, send the sample message to your two U.S. 
Senators and Representative opposing the legislation.  
You may add comments such as: MESSAGE TO 
CONGRESS:  “Do not use my tax dollars to promote 
destructive embryonic stem cell research or any form of 
human cloning. Instead please support adult stem cell 
research, which is ethically sound, harms no one, and is 
already producing treatments.” 
2) You will then be routed to the NIH website, to 
comment on its draft guidelines. MESSAGE TO NIH:  “I 
am opposed to your draft guidelines for embryonic stem 
cell research, which force me as a taxpayer to subsidize 
research requiring the destruction of innocent human life. 
Support should be directed to stem cell research and 
treatments that harm no one and are already producing 
good results. In no case should government support be 
extended to human cloning or other morally reprehensible 
creation of human embryos for research purposes.” 
WHEN: NIH must receive comments by May 26. 
Congress has not yet scheduled legislative action. 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
’08-’09 

52 WEEK RAFFLE WINNER 
 
Drawing No. 36 
May 10 $50  Joe Corbin #900 
(#) Denotes multiple time winners 
#xxx Denotes ticket number drawn 
 
Drawings are held every week and winners are 
contacted for prize distribution. 
 
Winners, contact David Huckabee for unclaimed 
winnings @330-329-6559. 
 
Interested in becoming a Knight? Please contact Jeff 
Davis at 330-836-8177 or akrondavis@sbcglobal.net. 
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“Wish List” Items Needed 
The September Spectacular Committee of 
2009 is looking for some “spectacular” 

parishioners out there to donate some of 
the following items for St. Sebastian's 
biggest fundraising auction of the year. If you or 
someone you know can help out, please contact Beth 
Wyszynski at bethwys@hotmail.com or call 330-873-
1587. Thanks so much. 
1. A non-electric old-fashioned cash register that still 

works 
2. 2-3 white laboratory jackets (sizes that might fit a 

child approximately 8-12 years) 
3. New Razor Mod Picket Scooter (red, blue or black) 
4. New musical instruments such as keyboard (Casio & 

Yamaha are great brands), guitar (electric or 
acoustic), harp, bells, etc. for children approximately 
ages 8-up 

5. New artists easel (a sturdy, wood one would be ideal) 
6. New bike for any age 
7. New soccer goal w/net, basketball hoop 
8. Can anyone or any group of friends purchase a gift 

certificate to Ken Stewarts and secure a Valentine’s 

Day dinner time? 
9. An old fashioned student desk (the ones with the 

seat attached to the desk) 
10. A smaller sized wood bookshelf (a new one or one 

that could be painted to look new) with an 
approximate size of 3’ wide, 4’ tall 

11. A trip on an air balloon for two 
12. An architect desk (before computers) with any 

architect tools, paper, etc. 
13. A Kettler Ketcar (peddle powered car that is really 

remarkable - for a child 6+ years) 
14. New digital and/or video camera 
15. 9 white aprons 
16. Mother/daughter Trollbead or Pandorea bracelets 
17. Books on magic, children’s cookbooks, science 

related books for kids ages 6+ 
 

Silver, Ruby and Gold Anniversary? 
Summit Regional Council of the National Council of 
Catholic Women cordially invites all couples celebrating 
25, 40, 50, or more years of marriage in the years 2006 to 
2009 to its 14th Wedding Anniversary Celebration. A 
special Mass will be offered at 2:00pm on Sunday, 
September 13 at St. John the Baptist Church, 1034 
Brown Street, Akron. The principal celebrant will be 
Bishop Richard G. Lennon. A reception will follow in 

the Church Hall. Couples who wish to join in the 
celebration, please write, call, or e-mail Barb Schade, 
event chairman, no later than August 1 at 330 N. Seneca 
Street, Rittman, OH 44270, phone 330-925-9738, e-mail 
bschade001@neo.rr.com. 
 

NCCW Annual Leadership Workshop 
“Women Serving in Organizations” is the theme of the 

Summit Regional Council, National Council of Catholic 
Women Annual Leadership Workshop. Attorney 
Deborah Sesek will present, “Volunteer Leader - One 
Woman’s Perspective.” Parliamentarian Marie White will 

also address, “How Are Officers Selected?” The 

workshop will take place at St. John the Baptist Parish, in 
the Church Hall, 1034 Brown Street on Tuesday, June 9 
from 9:00am to 1:30pm. The cost of the workshop is 
$14.00 and includes all materials and box lunch. Mail 
reservations to: Susie Straits, 2288 Woodpark Road. 
Akron OH 44333 - phone 330-836-8133. Make check 
payable to Summit Regional Council NCCW. Deadline 
for reservations is Tuesday, June 2. 
 

“Come and See” 
Fr. Michael Woost, Assistant Professor of Liturgical 
Theology at St. Mary Seminary, will speak on the topic, 
“The Mass: Rediscovering the Eucharist as the Center of 

Catholic Life & Living” at the next gathering, Tuesday, 

June 2 at 7:00pm at Annunciation Church. Following Fr. 
Mike’s presentation, there will be an opportunity for 

small group sharing, including time for discussion with 
him. Everyone is welcome! There is no cost and 
reservations are not required. For more information or 
to obtain a brochure, please contact: Patricia Flaherty at 
330-773-7621 or email 
pflaherty@dioceseofcleveland.org. 
 

College Entrance Exams 
Each year eighth grade students at St. Sebastian are able 
to take the ACT or SAT college entrance exams. We are 
the first school in the Cleveland Diocese to participate in 
this program. Taking either exam gives the eighth 
graders the opportunity to experience the exams when 
basically it doesn’t count, and the pressure to do well is 

minimized. We usually have between 6 & 12 participants.  
Scores vary from year to year. This years scores ranged 
between 800 & 1150 and were within the usual range for 
our students. Those participating in the program will 
receive a certificate from the Northwestern University’s 

Midwest Program. 
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Sharing the Gospel 
 

It was time for Jesus to go back up to heaven. Before he left, Jesus 
asked his friends to tell the whole world the good news. God wanted all 
people to be saved from their sins through Jesus. If  people believed in 
Jesus, God would forgive them, and they could do great things to help 
others. If  people refused to believe in Jesus, God would not forgive 
them, and they would not be saved. God was with Jesus' friends as they 
shared the good news. It is your turn now. God wants you to tell the 
world the good news about Jesus. God will be with you, too. 
 

Prayer 
God, help me as I tell people about Jesus. 
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Growing with the Gospel 




