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476 Mull Avenue, Akron, Ohio 44320

www.stsebastian.org

RECTOIY . uuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiittitiecccccrrre e 836-2233
For a priest at night and only in the event of urgent sickness or tmminent death:... 836-2233
School office..cccuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 836-9107

Pre-school office......ccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii 836-3838
Reverend John A. ValenchecK.........cceeiiiiiiinnnneeeeeciiiiiniinnnnnnnns Administrator
Reverend William D. Karg......ccccoveeieviireeiiinnieeninnneeennnnne. Pastor Emeritus
Reverend John T. McDonough........cuiiiiiiiieiinninneeeinnnnnns Pastor Emeritus
Reverend Mr. Terty PeacocK....uueiiiuiieiiiiinneiinninnnennnnneecnnnnneen. Deacon
Howard J. SCheetz ......ceevvvnriiiiiniiiiiiiiiieccnrneccceeeccnnnee School Principal
Elaine FeChKo....cciviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiccccnccttttneecccccnnneeee s DRE
Timothy Kastelic ......ccoouviviuieinirieiiinieiiiieennieennnnn. Parish Business Manager
Jennifer Jones....cooiiiniiiniiiin Office Manager
Melane Francis .....ccooueeiieeeiiiiiiinnniieeeeencininneeeecscennnnnnns PSR Principal
Lynn Frey, CAGO, MM........cccoccerivurerireerisnennane Director of Music/Organist
Cathy SiVeC....ocviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e Youth Minister

Daily after morning Mass followed by Chaplet of Divine Mercy

330-825-9330, 330-867-2757, 330-873-1559, 330-864-2687, 330-867-7081

Sunday 9:00am
11:00am
Saturday 4:30pm (Vigil Mass)
M-T-W-Th-F 8:00am
Thursday 8:15am during school

Grades K to 8 classes are from 9:30 to 10:45am

During 9:00am Mass for toddlers 1-3 years. For information please contact Anne
Grass, Nursery Coordinator at 330-864-0337.

330-825-1900, 330-644-4490, 330-434-2221, 330-253-4071

Friday 4:00 to 5:00pm, Saturday 9:30 to 10:00am and by appointment

Tuesdays, 8:30am—8:00pm, Church, closing Eucharistic Prayer 7:00—8:00pm

New parishioners are most welcome and should phone the rectory as soon as
possible in order to schedule an appointment to register. Current parishioners who
must leave us should call the rectory with your date of departure. We’ll miss you
and bid you God’s blessings.
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From The Administrator

Greetings,

By the time you are reading this at our weekend Masses, Matthew Pfeiffer and Chris Trenta will have
been ordained priests for the Diocese of Cleveland at our Cathedral of Saint John the Evangelist. Fr.
Pfeiffer will come to St. Sebastian as Parochial Vicar and Fr. Trenta, a son of this parish, will head to St.
Mary’s in Wooster. They will spend this weekend celebrating with their families and parishes. Then, the
whole class of five newly ordained priests, will head off on vacation, at the end of which, they will report
for duty at their parishes. My plan is to get Fr. Pfeiffer here and show him around a bit and then take off
on a vacation myself!

Please keep the newly ordained in your prayers.
IN OTHER NEWS:

I grossly miscalculated the effect that the reorganization of the diocese would have on Saint Sebastian.
We share no borders with any parish that is directly affected in a negative fashion, but the strictness of
borders is not what it once was. It appears that we will be receiving quite a number of persons and
families looking for a new parish home. Our registration packets are disappearing at an unexpected rate
which, while bringing new life and excitement to this parish, is to some extent due to difficult situations
at another.

The diocese sent me a booklet on how to welcome those arriving here from these affected parishes. 1
did not pay much attention to it because I was not expecting many new people finding their way to Saint
Sebastian. After realizing that we would be so affected, I dug out the manual from the bottom of a desk
drawer and cracked open its cover. It contains a lot of information which is rather standard, but well
worth bringing to mind in this sensitive time.

We are fortunate that we have a welcoming committee and part of their ministry is to have a dinner a
couple of times a year for new parishioners. Unfortunately, we just had one in April, so it will be
October before there is another. In the meantime, if you are head of a ministry receiving inquiries from
a newly registered person, please make sure you get back to them quickly and encourage them to
become involved.

We must all keep in mind that some of these folks are experiencing the loss of a beloved parish, and are
looking for a way to be connected, and feel a part of, a new one. I just ask you to be aware of this and
be solicitous in your greetings when you come to Mass. Take the opportunity to greet anyone you may
meet during your week, that is a “new’” parish member. It is a wonderful opportunity to take Christ’s
ministry out into the world.

Thank you and God bless,

Fr. Valencheck
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Sixth Week in Easter

Monday, May 18, John I, pope & martyr
8:00am Mass for Robert Gisentaner
Reading for the day: Acts 16:11-15/[n 15:26---16:4a

Tuesday, May 19

8:00am Mass for Charles Kelly (Birthday)
8:30am to 8:00pm Adoration (Benediction at 7:45pm)
4:00pm Mass for the People of St. Sebastian

Reading for the day: Acts 16:22-34/[n 16:5-11

Wednesday, May 20, Bernardine of Siena, priest
8:00am Mass for Leonardo Mungo (Birthday)
Reading for the day: Acts 17:15, 22—--18:1/[n 16:12-15

Thursday, May 21
8:15am Mass for Manfred Rashke

Reading for the day: Acts 18:1-8/[n 16:16-20

Friday, May 22, Rita of Cascia, religious
8:00am Mass for Jane Jahant
1:00pm Rosary Cenacle
4:00 to 5:00pm Confession
Reading for the day: Acts 18:9-18/[n 16:20-23

Saturday, May 23

8:00am Mass for the People of St. Sebastian

9:30 to 10:00am Confession

2:00pm Wedding: Sara Troutman & Kyle Kamlowsky
4:30pm Vigil Mass for Margaret Mosher

4:45 to 5:05pm Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Reading for the day: Acts 18:23-28/ [n 16:23b-28

Sunday, May 24, The Ascension of the Lord
9:00am Mass for Dick McCarty
11:00am Mass for the People of St. Sebastian
11:15 to 11:35am Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Reading for the day: Aets 1:1-11/ Eph 1:17-23

Have a Blessed Week]

Fr. Valencheck

Fr. Yahner
Church
White Pond Villa

Fr. Yahner

Fr. Valencheck

Fr. Valencheck
Church
Church

Fr. Yahner
Church

Church

Fr. Yahner
Church & Rectory

Fr. Valencheck
Fr. Valencheck
Church & Rectory



Submitting Bulletin Articles

Request for Bulletin articles must be submitted by 1:00pm
Sunday. Request for full pages must be submitted 2 weeks
in advance using Microsoft Word or Publisher software.
We will accept no more than 2 requests for full page
inserts in a given week and they will be handled on a first-
come first-serve basis. In order to accommodate everyone
it would be preferential to run full pages 1 time only.
Articles can be run a maximum of 2 weeks if space
permits. All requests for verbal announcements must be
turned into the Church Office by 9:00am on Thursday.
Those received after this time will be announced the
following weekend. You may drop off your request at the
Rectory, fax it to 330-836-2235 or e-mail to
jonesj@stsebastian.org.

Development Director Position Open

St Sebastian Parish Foundation is seeking a Development
Director. The qualified candidate will have 3-5 years of
relevant development experience. Interested individuals
should send a request via email devdir@stsebastian.org
for more information.

Family Perspectives

Family life is sacred ground. This is the ground in which
God has planted us and invites us to grow in love.
Families who abide in love abide in God and God with
them. Believe that God has chosen your family to live in
love and gives you the grace daily to abide in love.

Stewardship Thought
“This is my commandment: love one another as I love youn. No one
has greater love than this to lay down one’s life for one's friends”
John 15: 12-13
Do you love Jesus? Do you consider Him your friend?
Jesus says that if we love Him we should be willing to
offer whatever we have to Him, not because we want
praise and glory, but simply because we love Him.

Rosary Aids Spiritual Growth

Pope Benedict XVI invited the faithful to pray the rosary.
“I exhort all to intensify the devout practice of praying the
rosary. . ..” (May 17, 2000).

“The rosary brings you peace. With this prayer, you are able to
obtain from the Lord the great grace of a change of hearts, of the
conversion of souls, and or the return of all humanity to God along
the road of repentance, of love, of divine grace and of holiness.”
(336n. October 7, 1986)

Please be encouraged to visit the Marian Movement of
Priest’s web site: www.mmp-usa.net for more
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information. If you would like a copy of the rosary
cenacle prayers, please call Becky Brady 330-867-9751,
Joan Brownfield 330-864-1708 or Pam Wilde 330-8306-
7163.

Furniture Needed

The Ozanam Center at Annunciation Parish needs gently
used couches and chairs for free distribution to the
disadvantaged of our area. Kitchen tables and chairs and
gently used mattresses are also needed. For pickup
information, call Gail at Annunciation at 330-535-4141 or
Jim & Cathie Perusek at 330-467-5762.

Darfur: Violence Against Women

The Catholic Commission and St. Barnabas Parish will
give participants a chance to pray, learn, discuss and take
action regarding Darfur’s plight on Tuesday, May 26 from
7:00 to 8:00pm. St. Barnabas is located at 9451
Brandywine Road, Northfield. Contact Ann Coplan at 330-
535-2787 ot email axcoplan@celvelandcatholicchatrities.org
with questions and/ot to RSVP.

Social Justice Ministry...and Justice for All
State Budget Concerns/Economic Recovery
Background: Ohio’s unemployment rate continues to
climb. Over 465,000 Ohioans are out of work. Over
113,000 homes are in foreclosure. Lines at food pantries
and feeding centers are at record highs. Efforts are
underway to implement both the Federal and State
Economic Stimulus Plans throughout Ohio. Ohio will be
receiving $5.8 Billion in Federal stimulus dollars. Also,
$1.57 Billion in State funds was approved last session for
Ohio’s job stimulus package.
HB 1 is the Governor’s Budget Bill. The House and
Senate will enact their own versions in the upcoming
months. The Catholic Conference of Ohio’s issues of
concern in these tight budget times include:
e Adequate funding for Safety Net (food, shelter, basic
health care)
e Accessing/restoring Chartered Non Public Education
funding
e Adequate funding for Prison Chaplains and Prison
Ministry
e Adequate and fair Health Care financing, especially
for Catholic Nursing Homes and Catholic Hospitals
e Adequate funding for Elder Care programs especially
the Senior Services Corps Program

ACTION: Go to the Catholic Conference’s Focus web
site to learn more:
www.ohiocathconf.org/EFocus309.htm
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Youth Ministry News

Senior High Youth Ministry

May

18 - Festival of Praise at St. Adalbert Church in Berea
from 7:30-8:30pm. Meet at St. Sebastian Byrider parking
lot at 6:00pm and return at 9:30pm.

24 - Senior Recognition Lunch in St. Sebastian Byrider
Hall, 12:00noon-2:00pm.

30 - St. Sebastian International Festival in Zwisler Hall
from 4:00-8:00pm. Volunteers needed to run the Cake
Walk!

Junior High Youth Ministry

May

30 - St. Sebastian International Festival in Zwisler Hall
from 4:00-8:00pm. Volunteers needed to face paint.
Please sign up on list outside classroom)!

Call Cathy Sivec with questions

St. Vincent 330-535-3135 ext. 11
St. Sebastian 330-836-2233 ext. 104
Home 330-835-1427

o V\edoling
T -
i‘*:] anns

111 Sara Troutman & Kyle Kamlowsky

Adoration for Vocation Campaign

Vocations are everyone’s business

Lord, Grant those who promote vocations the gift of
discerning vocations and the necessary courage to
present Your call fearlessly, knowing that the greatest
good we can offer young people is to present Christ’s
call to them.

(Pope John Paul 11 letter to priests 1985)

Please offer one hour First Tuesday
trom 8:30am to 8:00pm

for vocations

Community prayer at 7:00pm
Closing with Benediction at 7:45pm

The Harvest is Great - the Laborers are Few

~ /7 all the sick of the parish: Charlotte Lesneski,

7\ Rita Keenan and Rita Gifford. When

== L admitted to the hospital, please notify the
10 Rectory Office. Due to the HIPAA rules,

hospitals no longer inform parishes of their patients.

-

Let us pray for those recently deceased
especially: Francis Michael Gardner.

Rome Vacation Bible School
All adults who have volunteered or want

to volunteer to help us with Vacation ﬁm ME
Bible School are meeting Monday, May b X
18 at 6:30pm in Byrider Hall. All junior u] e

high and senior high students who want er(_]?&}ﬁ“d Church
to earn service hours by helping with

VBS, come to a meeting on Monday, June 8 at 6:30pm in
Byrider Hall. Please come and catch the excitement. This
is going to be the best ever St. Sebastian VBS. More
registration forms for participants are available in the

rectory.

Financial Update

Week of May 10, 2009

A:30PMciiiiiii $4,784
9:002M ..vvviiii e $5,819
11:002M it $6,546
Mailed in to Rectory .....ccccevvuiecicvriiennnn. $2,616
EGIVE (Electronic Giving) ..........cc....... $2,952
Total Collection.....ccceeeeveceeerierieeerenen, $22,717
Weekly Budget........oocvvciiviiiiciicianne $19,600
Over/Undef....cvevveeennne. $3,117

*EGIVE is a weekly average based on a monthly total
Year to Date Actual .....c.coeeveeveevcienen, $881,269
Year to Date Budget.....cccoovvecivenicnnnen. $885,269
Year to Date Actual/Budget................ <$4,000>

Thank you for your continued commitment to St.
Sebastian’s Parish. Please note any amount
collected over our weekly operating budget is
used to reduce the accumulated operating
deficit.

We pray for your continued generous support of
God’s work here at St. Sebastian.




Attention All Singles

If you are single, 21 years of age or older, and looking for
a good way to meet others, come to an upcoming activity
with YASCO (Young Adult Single Catholic Organization).
We’re hosting an informal get acquainted gathering on
Wednesday, May 20 from 7:00-9:00pm at the Arabica/
Strickland’s at 4050 Cascades Blvd., Brimfield (across
from Maple Crest Golf Course). It’s near I-76 exit #31.
Follow County Rd. 18 towards Tallmadge. Interested?
Please call Greg Obringer at 330-864-1780.

Holy Spirit Choir Presents

As you may remember, the community of Holy Spirit was
born in 2008 from the merger of St. Catherine, St. Henry
and St. Timothy parishes. In celebration of the
community we are becoming, the Holy Spirit Choir is
presenting a dinner concert entitled “Magnify the Lord
with Praise”. The dinner concert will be held on Sunday,
May 17 at 4:00pm at Holy Spirit Parish, 4341 East 131st
Street, Garfield Heights 216-581-0981. Tickets are $20 for
adults & $10 for children Please join us.

Open to Life but Not Ready for the Next Baby Yet?
A special class will be offered on Sunday, June 7, from 1
to 3pm in Queen of Heaven’s Parish Life Center for
couples who are expecting or recently had a baby. Class is
free and a Postpartum Student Guide with additional
information will be available for sale. Come learn how to
navigate this exciting time of life! Upcoming classes for
the regular Natural Family Planning class series start May
17, at St. Joseph in Randolph or June 2, at Canton’s
Mercy Hospital. For more information or to registet,
contact Ben and Kay Metzler at 330-869-3350 or
nfpteacher@hotmail.com.

Community Pregnancy Center Needs Your Help

CPC’s non-perishable food pantry needs your support as
we serve the entire family, from pregnant mothers
through their teenage children. Please help us feed these
hungry children by bringing a food donation to 1058
Wooster Road West, Barberton. Call CPC at 330-825-
1900 to receive help or to volunteer.

R e R R R R s
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Memorial of Fresh Flowers

May 10
To Our Blessed Mother

J.A & V. D.
For information call Marga Bohm at 330-867-7081

O e e e T
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Blessed is the Fruit of Thy Womb

Jo As we follow the probable development
‘ ) of Jesus from His conception on March
/’;‘“fi*\ 25 to His birth, He would have been

d 7' living seven weeks in His mothet’s womb
by May 17. At this time, the embryonic
period would have come to an end, with
Jesus now looking like a tiny, complete human being. He
would even have begun taking His first sips of Mary’s
amniotic fluid. Jesus would have moved away if touched
through the uterine wall but Mary still could not have
telt His activity. Lez us pray that expectant mothers receive good
pre-natal care and emotional support.

AMONG us

Take Action to Oppose Embryonic Stem

Cell Research

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops
(USCCB) has launched a new “Oppose Destructive Stem
Cell Research” campaign, which urges citizens to contact
Congress and the National Institutes of Health (NIH) to
oppose embryonic stem cell research and support ethical
cures and treatments. The campaign is facilitated by the
USCCB’s partner organization, the National Committee
for a Human Life Amendment (NCHLA). The NIH
proposed guidelines for federally funded research will
require destroying live human embryos for their stem
cells. The draft guidelines are open for public comment
through May 26. TAKE ACTION: The website
www.nchla.org/stemcell enables citizens to send messages
to Congtess and then to the National Institutes of Health:
1) First, send the sample message to your two U.S.
Senators and Representative opposing the legislation.
You may add comments such as: MESSAGE TO
CONGRESS: “Do not use my tax dollars to promote
destructive embryonic stem cell research or any form of
human cloning. Instead please support adult stem cell
research, which is ethically sound, harms no one, and is
already producing treatments.”

2) You will then be routed to the NIH website, to
comment on its draft guidelines. MESSAGE TO NIH: “I
am opposed to your draft guidelines for embryonic stem
cell research, which force me as a taxpayer to subsidize
research requiring the destruction of innocent human life.
Support should be directed to stem cell research and
treatments that harm no one and are already producing
good results. In no case should government support be
extended to human cloning or other morally reprehensible
creation of human embryos for research purposes.”
WHEN: NIH must receive comments by May 26.
Congress has not yet scheduled legislative action.
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Growing with the Gospel
Sharing the Gospel

Jesus loves you as much as his Father loves him. He wants you to love
your family and friends as much as he loves you. You are his friend. He
wants to spend time with you. Spend time praying to Jesus every day.
Tell him that you love him. Share your food, toys, and clothing. Help

your family and friends every day. Tell Jesus you do all good things in
his name.

Prayer

Jesus, help me love my neighbor as much as you love me.
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é}}’ Puzzle

Find the matching heart.






