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476 Mull Avenue, Akron, Ohio 44320 
www.stsebastian.org 
 
Rectory ........................................................................................... 836-2233 
For a priest at night and only in the event of urgent sickness or imminent death: ... 836-2233 
School office……………………………………………………….. 836-9107 
Pre-school office……………………………………………………836-3838 
 
Reverend John A. Valencheck ................................................ Administrator 
Reverend William D. Karg................................................... Pastor Emeritus 
Reverend John T. McDonough ........................................... Pastor Emeritus 
Reverend Mr. Terry Peacock ............................................................Deacon 
Howard J. Scheetz ............................................................... School Principal 
Elaine Fechko ...................................................................................... DRE 
Timothy Kastelic .................................................... Parish Business Manager 
Jennifer Jones ........................................................................ Office Manager 
Melane Francis ........................................................................ PSR Principal 
Lynn Frey, CAGO, MM ..................................... Director of Music/Organist 
Cathy Sivec……………………………………………………Youth Minister 

 
 
Daily after morning Mass followed by Chaplet of Divine Mercy 
 
330-825-9330, 330-867-2757, 330-873-1559, 330-864-2687, 330-867-7081 
 
Sunday 9:00am 
 11:00am 
Saturday 4:30pm (Vigil Mass) 
M-T-W-Th-F 8:00am 
Thursday 8:15am during school 
 

Grades K to 8 classes are from 9:30 to 10:45am 

 
 
During 9:00am Mass for toddlers 1–3 years. For information please contact Anne 
Grass, Nursery Coordinator at 330-864-0337. 
 

330-825-1900, 330-644-4490, 330-434-2221, 330-253-4071 
 
Friday 4:00 to 5:00pm, Saturday 9:30 to 10:00am and by appointment 

 
Tuesdays, 8:30am–8:00pm, Church, closing Eucharistic Prayer 7:00–8:00pm 

 
New parishioners are most welcome and should phone the rectory as soon as 
possible in order to schedule an appointment to register. Current parishioners who 
must leave us should call the rectory with your date of departure. We’ll miss you 
and bid you God’s blessings. 

Parish address 

 
Telephones 

 
 

Parish Staff 

 
 

Rosary 
 

Prayer Line 
 

Liturgy of Eucharist 
 
 
 
 
Parish School of 
Religion (PSR) 
 

Nursery 

 
Options to Abortion 
 

Sacrament of 
Reconciliation 
 
 

Exposition of the 
Blessed Sacrament 
 

Registration 



M A Y  1 0 ,  2 0 0 9  •  3  

 
 
 
 
 

Greetings, 
 

First, congratulations to all of our young persons who made their First Communion last week. What a 
joy it was to celebrate with you. Thank you to all the people who put such careful time and effort into 
this Mass and year of preparation. 
 

On the topic of communion, you may have taken note of and heard the announcement that last week 
we were not distributing the Precious Blood by way of employing “an abundance of caution” owing to 
the influenza (H1N1) virus or as it is more commonly known the Swine Flu. The United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) has made a statement concerning Communion and this virus 
outbreak which you can read at http://usccb.org/liturgy/swineflu.shtml. For the time being there seems 
to be no need to refrain from normal practices of distributing Communion though they highly advise 
that priests, deacons, and extraordinary ministers of Holy Communion practice a greater degree of 
hygiene when distributing, and that those who feel ill please refrain from receiving from the cup. 
 

You might notice that repairs were made this week to the handicap access ramp to the church. 
 

Those of you who were able to make it to the last in our series of musical concerts last week were given 
quite a treat. I will admit I had no idea of the quality of music that was to be performed. This first music 
series season had been quite phenomenal. Thank you for your attendance and for those who made 
donations to make this series possible. 
 
And speaking of donations: Thank you to the persons and organizations who are assisting us in 
purchasing dalmatics (the deacon’s vestments.) We have enough in pledges and in donations to meet 
our requirements now. The reason that the process is somewhat delayed is that we are running into 
some technical snags that will take just a little time to work out. The material for one vestment is out of 
stock and another needs to be purchased in conjunction with a chasuble that needs to be ordered. A 
purple one has been ordered to match a current chasuble. You will be kept up to date as to the progress. 
 

Parish boundaries used to be a pretty significant matter that was strictly adhered to. They are still 
important but in our day and age nobody is barred at the church doors for not living within the parish. 
Still, if you are curious about our parish boundaries you might want to visit http://
clevelandpriest.blogspot.com/ and in the little box in the upper left hand corner next to the button that 
says, “Search Blog” type in “Fr. Livingston I Presume” and you will (hopefully – they don’t always all 
come up) find a four part series about a trip around the parish boundaries. 
 

This past week our 6th grade day school students spent a couple of days at Camp Christopher. I was 
able to join them for Mass on Thursday. I must say we do have a great group of children at this parish.  
It was a joy to be with them. 
 

I only received two comments about our brick parking lot. (Does this mean that you are fine with 
whatever happens?) Mr. Kraus wrote, “Nick did all of the outside work on the property. He and some 
helpers laid every one of the bricks in the brick parking lot. They were not all laid at once. Whenever 
Father had some spare cash, he would look for used paving bricks . . . . . that's what most of them are. 
Father would buy a load and then Nick would go to work.” 
 

Mr. Davis figures that there are about 195,000 bricks in our lot of which as many as 19,000 may need to 
be replaced.  (Just how illegal is it to use students as cheap labor during school hours? – That is a joke.)  
As we contemplate this project please let us know if you have any concerns or input.  You may contact 
me directly or one of our Parish Council members.  You can contact them through their tab on the 
website.   
 
God bless, 
 
Fr. Valencheck 

From The Administrator 
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Fifth Week of Easter 

 
Monday, May 11 
 8:00am Mass for Donald Renehan Fr. Valencheck 
  Reading for the day: Acts 14:5-18/Jn 14:21-26 

 
Tuesday, May 12, Nereus & Achilleus, martyrs; Pancras, martyr 
 8:00am Mass for Frances Trumphour (Anniversary) Fr. Valencheck 
 8:30am to 8:00pm Adoration (Benediction at 7:45pm) Church 
 4:00pm Mass for the People of St. Sebastian Manor Care 
  Reading for the day: Acts 14:19-28/Jn 14:27-31a 

 
Wednesday, May 13, Our Lady of Fatima 
 8:00am Mass for John Russo Fr. Yahner 
  Reading for the day: Acts 15:1-6/Jn 15:1-8 

 
Thursday, May 14, Matthias, apostle 
 8:15am Mass for Mason Williams Fr. Valencheck 
  Reading for the day: Acts 1:15-17, 20-26/Jn 15:9-17 

 
Friday, May 15, Isidore 
 8:00am Mass for Thomas Ulrich Fr. Valencheck 
 1:00pm Rosary Cenacle Church 
 4:00 to 5:00pm Confession Church 
  Reading for the day: Acts 15:22-31/Jn 15:12-17 

 
Saturday, May 16 
 8:00am Mass for the People of St. Sebastian Fr. Yahner 
 9:30 to 10:00am Confession Church 
 4:30pm Vigil Mass for the People of St. Sebastian Fr. Valencheck 
 4:45 to 5:05pm Children’s Liturgy of the Word Church & Rectory 
  Reading for the day: Acts 16:1-10/Jn 15:18-21 

 
Sunday, May 17, Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 9:00am Mass for Jim & Eleanor Van Dyne Fr. Valencheck 
 11:00am Mass for Charles Gingold (Birthday) Fr. McCafferty 
 11:15 to 11:35am Children’s Liturgy of the Word Church & Rectory 
  Reading for the day: Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48/1 Jn 4:7-10/Jn 15:9-17 
 

 

Have a Blessed Week! 
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Submitting Bulletin Articles 
Request for Bulletin articles must be submitted by 1:00pm 
Sunday. Request for full pages must be submitted 2 weeks 
in advance using Microsoft Word or Publisher software. 
We will accept no more than 2 requests for full page 
inserts in a given week and they will be handled on a first-
come first-serve basis. In order to accommodate everyone 
it would be preferential to run full pages 1 time only. 
Articles can be run a maximum of 2 weeks if space 
permits. All requests for verbal announcements must be 
turned into the Church Office by 9:00am on Thursday. 
Those received after this time will be announced the 
following weekend. You may drop off your request at the 
Rectory, fax it to 330-836-2235 or e-mail to 
jonesj@stsebastian.org. 
 

Parish Council Update 
The St. Sebastian Parish Pastoral Council has completed 
the process of discernment for the coming year. We are 
pleased to welcome the following parishioners to Parish 
Council:  Ernie Fournier, Mark Holaday, Peg 
Klamert, and Barb Neman.  They will begin their term 
in July, 2009. We also want to thank all those who 
expressed an interest in serving on Parish Council and 
completed the discernment process. A special thank you 
is extended to those members who are completing their 
three year term of service: Maggi Blischak, Alice Luse,  
Cory Schulz, and Chris Tipping. We appreciate all that 
they have done to support our parish through their 
participation on Parish Council. If there are any questions 
related to Parish Council, information can be requested 
through parishcouncil@stsebastian.org. 
 

Ordination of Priests 
On Saturday, May 16 at 10:00am, Bishop Richard G. 
Lennon will ordain 5 deacons to the presbyterate. The 
clergy, religious and lay faithful of the Diocese of 
Cleveland are cordially invited to attend this celebration 
held at the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist, 1007 
Superior Avenue E., Cleveland. Our new Parochial Vicar, 
Matthew E. Pfeiffer, is in the class. 
 

Social Justice Ministry…and Justice for All 
Working Towards Comprehensive Health Care Reform 
Health care reform is a priority for the nation. The fact is 
46 million people in the wealthiest and most 
technologically advanced country in the world lack health 
care coverage. 

Since the Census Bureau collected 2007 data, the 
unemployment rate has grown from 4.4 percent to 7.6 
percent, resulting in 3.5million new people who are 

now uninsured. An estimated 14,000 persons a day are 
now losing coverage as a result of the recession. 
Sixty-four percent of the uninsured are employed 
full-time, year round. 
Nearly 20 percent of uninsured Americans, or 8.7 
million persons, are children. 
Ethnic minorities make up a disproportionate 
percentage of the uninsured population. 
The poor are more likely to be uninsured. Thirty-
four percent of non-elderly persons below the poverty 
lines are uninsured, compared to 21 percent of non-
elderly persons earning two to three times the poverty 
line. 

Catholic Social Teaching:  In our Catholic tradition, 
health care is a basic human right. Access to health care 
should not depend on where a person works, how much a 
family earns, or where a person lives. Instead, every 
person, created in the image and likeness of God, has a 
right to life and to those things necessary to sustain life, 
including affordable, quality health care. This teaching is 
rooted in the biblical call to heal the sick and to serve "the 
least of these," our concern for human life and dignity, 
and the principle of the common good. 
“Reform of the nation’s health care system needs to 
be rooted in values that respect human dignity, 
protect human life, and meet the needs of the poor 
and uninsured, children, pregnant women, 
immigrants, and other vulnerable populations.” 
U.S. Catholic Bishops, Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship. 
 

Stewardship Thought 
“Children, let us love not in word or speech but in deed and truth.” 

Acts: 9:31 
How do we love in deed and truth? The answer is through 
stewardship - giving some of our time to spend with Our 
Lord in prayer, giving some of our talents to do ministry 
in the parish, giving some of our financial blessings to 
support the work of the Church. 
 

Family Perspectives 
Jesus, the true wine, expects us, the branches, to bear 
fruit. Because he loves us, he prunes us so that we will 
bear fruit. Mothers know the challenging work of 
disciplining their children with love each day. Thank your 
mother or stepmother for the care and correction she has 
given you to improve your character. 
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all the sick of the parish: F. Michael Gardner, 
Pat Morabito & Bernadine Sloan. When 
admitted to the hospital, please notify the 
Rectory Office. Due to the HIPAA rules, 

hospitals no longer inform parishes of their patients. 
 
Let us pray for those recently deceased 
especially: Fr. Anthony W. Zepp (Pastor 
Emeritus, Saints Peter & Paul Parish, Garfield 
Heights) & Fr. David F. Fallon (Pastor, 
Sagrada Familia Parish, Cleveland).. 
 

Benefit for L’Aquila Earthquake Victims 
Join us for a Spaghetti Fundraiser on Sunday, May 17 
from 11:30am to 4:00pm at the Carovillese Club, 570 E. 
Cuyahoga Falls Avenue, 330-929-6767. Cost is $7.00 per 
person and children under 12 is 5.00. All proceeds will go 
to the earthquake victims in L’Aquila, Italy. All are 

welcomed. 

Youth Ministry News 
Senior High Youth Ministry 

May 

18 - Festival of Praise at St. Adalbert Church in Berea 
from 7:30-8:30pm. Meet at St. Sebastian Byrider parking 
lot at 6:00pm and return at 9:30pm. Please call to be 
added to transportation list. 
24 - Senior Recognition Lunch in St. Vincent Scullen 
Room, 12:00noon-2:00pm. 
30 - St. Sebastian International Festival in Zwisler Hall 
from 4:00-8:00pm, volunteers needed! 
 
Junior High Youth Ministry 

 May 

19- Ice Cream Social and 8th Grade Recognition  from 
6:00-8:00 pm in St. Vincent Scullen Room. 
30 - St. Sebastian International Festival in Zwisler Hall 
from 4:00-8:00pm. Volunteers needed for face painting 
room. 
 
Call Cathy Sivec with questions 

St. Vincent  330-535-3135 ext. 11 
St. Sebastian  330-836-2233 ext. 104 
Home   330-835-1427 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  II Sara Troutman & Kyle Kamlowsky 

Adoration for Vocation Campaign 
Vocations are everyone’s business 

 
Lord, we pray to you for all who promote vocations. 
Enlighten them, so that they can call today’s youth in 
Your name with the same force as You did during Your 
public life. 
 

Please offer one hour First Tuesday 
from 8:30am to 8:00pm 

for vocations 
 

Community prayer at 7:00pm 
Closing with Benediction at 7:45pm 

 
The Harvest is Great - the Laborers are Few 

Financial Update 
 
Week of May 3, 2009 
 
 4:30pm....................................................... $4,630 
 9:00am ....................................................... $6,916 
 11:00am ....................................................... $3,727 
 Mailed in to Rectory ................................. $2,875 
 EGIVE (Electronic Giving) .................... $2,952 
 First Communion ...................................... $2,162 
 
 Total Collection ....................................... $23,262 
 Weekly Budget ......................................... $19,600 

 Over/Under ......................... $3,662 
 *EGIVE is a weekly average based on a monthly total 

 
Year to Date Actual ................................. $858,552 
Year to Date Budget ................................ $865,669 
Year to Date Actual/Budget ................ <$7,117> 
 
Thank you for your continued commitment to St. 
Sebastian’s Parish. Please note any amount 
collected over our weekly operating budget is 
used to reduce the accumulated operating 
deficit. 
 
 
We pray for your continued generous support of 
God’s work here at St. Sebastian. 
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Divorced, Separated and Widowed Catholics 
Join us for a talk on "Happiness is an Inside Job". Our 
speaker is Dave Smiley, a retired school counselor and 
psychologist. This talk will be held on Monday, May 11 at 
7:30pm at Immaculate Heart of Mary, Convent Building, 
1945 Portage Trail in Cuyahoga Falls. This talk is open at 
no cost to single people of all faiths. Refreshments at 
7:00pm. For information call Frank 330-801-0527 or 
Sharon 330-612-3635. 

 

New Parishioners 
 

Scott & Kathleen Cody & children Nicholas & Lucas 
Darlene Dalessandro 

Tim & Danielle Edgar  & children Zed & Nadia 
Eileen Marie Kline 

Larry Knapp & Molly Sullivan & children  
Logan, Maia & Dan 

Bob & Julie Moore & children Jessica & Taylor 
Lawrence Rehman 

Scott & Angela Rubes & children Mason, Evan & Owen 
 

Where Are You Spending Saturday, May 16? 
Join hundreds of other Catholics as we look into the life of 
the Catholic Paul. Marcus Grodi, Dr. Scott Hahn, Fr. Mitch 
Pacwa, Jeff Cavins, Dr. Mary Healy and Dr. Jeff Morrow will 
present an exciting event at the Hilton Easton in Columbus 
OH. Sponsored by The Coming Home Network 
International. Contact Sharon Coen at 740-450-1175 or 
www.chnetwork.org or www.thecatholicpaul.com. 

Blessed is the Fruit of Thy Womb 
As we follow the probable development 

of Jesus from His conception on March 

25 to His birth, He would have been 

living six weeks in His mother’s womb by 

May 10. Brain waves would have been 

detectable. Bones would have begun to harden. His facial 

features would have become more recognizable, with the 

buds of 20 baby teeth already present. Mary would have 

begun to notice physical signs that confirmed what she 

already knew from the Angel: that she was carrying new 

life in her womb. Let us pray for very young mothers who learn 

that they are pregnant. 

 

Rome Vacation Bible School 
All adults who have volunteered or want 

to volunteer to help us with Vacation 

Bible School are meeting Monday, May 

18 at 6:30pm in Byrider Hall. All junior 

high and senior high students who want 

to earn service hours by helping with VBS, come to a 

meeting on Monday, June 8 at 6:30pm in Byrider Hall. 

Please come and catch the excitement. This is going to be 

the best ever St. Sebastian VBS. More registration forms 

for participants are available in the rectory. 

 

50th Wedding Anniversary Celebration 
The Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist will celebrate the 

50th Anniversary Mass on Sunday, July 26 at 2:30pm. The 

Most Reverend Richard G. Lennon will be the celebrant. 

Reservations are now being accepted for couples married 

50 years (married in 1959). Couples who are celebrating 

other significant years 55 or over or missed previous 

celebrations are welcome to register and attend. Seating is 

limited at the Cathedral. Deadline to register is June 29 to 

include Jubilee Couple’s name in the program. Please pick 

up a registration form from the parish secretary. 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
’08-’09 

52 WEEK RAFFLE WINNER 
 
Drawing No. 35 
May 3  $50  Jim Rauh #580 
 
(#) Denotes multiple time winners 
#xxx Denotes ticket number drawn 
 
Drawings are held every week and winners are 
contacted for prize distribution. 
 
Winners, contact David Huckabee for unclaimed 
winnings @330-329-6559. 
 
Interested in becoming a Knight? Please contact Jeff 
Davis at 330-836-8177 or akrondavis@sbcglobal.net. 

Memorial of Fresh Flowers 
 

Mother’s Day 
 

In Gratitude & Loving Memory 
 

M G B 
 

For information call Marga Bohm at 330-867-7081 
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Sharing the Gospel 
 

When you go into a strange place, you like to stay close to your parents. 
You trust them to keep you safe. Jesus wants you to stay close to him 
every day. Jesus is your vine. You are one of  his branches. Learn his 
teachings and obey them. When you stay close to Jesus and follow his 
commandments, you can pray for whatever you want, and God the 
Father will answer your prayers. 
 

Prayer 
 

Jesus, help me stay close to you and follow your commandments. 
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Growing with the Gospel 




